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Rising sophomores are required to read the novel Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck and an excerpt of 
Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich. The books were chosen as a pair because of the many interesting 
ways they connect with each other while at the same time introducing several important themes that we will 
continue to follow through the rest of the year. 
  
In Nickel and Dimed, students should read the Introduction and the first two chapters, “Serving in Florida” 
and “Scrubbing in Maine.” We will read the second half of the book in the spring as part of a unit that 
includes Twelfth Night and the film Catfish, so students will need to have their own copies of the entire text.  
The books are available in both hard copy and electronic formats; either is acceptable. A PDF is acceptable if 
it is moved into Notability or another app that can be searched and annotated. Students are expected to 
annotate their summer reading texts. 
 
There will be a quiz on these works on the first day of class, and they will form the basis of our first unit of 
study in the fall. Thus you will need your own copy of the texts to use in class. Take notes and mark up the 
texts as you read. In order to help guide your reading and to prepare you for our study of the two texts when 
we return to school in September, we have compiled the questions below for your consideration.   
  
In addition, all students must select and read one additional book from the All Upper School: Student-
Teacher Summer Reading List. This book will be discussed during the first week of school in a group 
composed of other students who read that book and the teacher who selected it. 
 
 
1)  What connections do you see between these works and the texts you studied in Literature and Composition 1?  
In particular, you might consider the correlation between the tragedy of Macbeth and the forces at work in Of 
Mice and Men.  Additionally, many of the texts studied in 9th grade explore the influence of external forces on 
an individual’s understanding of his or her identity. Both Of Mice and Men and Nickel and Dimed 
examine the ways in which people come to understand themselves as a part of a larger, multi-faceted world.  
How do the individuals in both texts navigate and understand the political, cultural, and/or social structures 
in which they live? What do the characters in the two books learn about themselves and the worlds they 
inhabit as a result of their experiences?   
 
2) In a 1938 journal entry, John Steinbeck wrote, “If you understand [another person], you will be kind to 
each other. Knowing a man well never leads to hate and nearly always leads to love.” How do the 
relationships and friendships in both texts foster this kind of knowledge and understanding of others? What 
prevents such understanding? 
 

http://bit.ly/fcsgrs1012summer
http://bit.ly/fcsgrs1012summer


3) Both books are set in work worlds that depend on their employees, but simultaneously devalue them.  
What are some specific ways that the hired hands in Of Mice and Men and the blue-collar workers in 
Nickel and Dimed are kept in their places and made to feel of little worth or even expendable? 
 
4) If the message from the employers in both books is, finally, that their workers have little personal value, 
how do the laborers and employees manage to find meaning or self-respect, and how effective are these 
forms of survival and resistance? 
 
5)In different ways, Ehrenreich and Steinbeck create stories that reveal environments and people who are 
often invisible within society. What is the purpose and value of telling these stories? What influence does the 
choice of form (documentary/participant vs. fictional re-creation) have on the impact of the stories 
themselves? 
 
6) There is a Quaker saying, “Let your life speak.” How do the lives Ehrenreich and Steinbeck depict in these 
texts “speak” to us? What do these stories in particular reveal about the nature and value of storytelling?  
What do these stories suggest about the moral responsibility that comes from witnessing others’ experiences?  
  
   
Summer reading for 10th Graders signed up for Global History: World War I to the Present 
 
George Orwell's 1984 
 
Students who will be taking Global History: WWI to Present next year are asked to read George Orwell's 
novel 1984 this summer. It is available at new or used bookstores and at Amazon.com. You may also read the 
abridged version; it is out of print but may be available where used books are sold. The full text is also at  
www.george-orwell.org/1984. You do not need to read the appendix. 
 
In a world where Big Brother is always watching you and Thought Police can practically read your 
mind, Winston Smith, the “hero” of 1984, is in grave danger simply because his memory still functions. 
Written just after the defeat of Nazi fascism at the dawn of the Cold War, Orwell’s image of the world's 
future is a totalitarian government that censors everyone’s behavior. Winston is disgusted with his 
oppressed life and secretly longs to join the fabled Brotherhood, a group of underground rebels intent 
on overthrowing the government. 
 
1984 addresses key topics in the Global History curriculum, including human nature, communism, 
patriotism, totalitarianism, and the Cold War itself. Here are some questions that we will discuss in 
Global History next fall: 

  
1) How does the Party exercise control over people? What methods are most effective and why?   

2) Why does “Room 101” work so well? 

3) What is the party’s view of human nature? 

4) Compare Winston and Julia. Who has the better view on resistance; why? 

5) In what ways is Winston a “hero” or protagonist?   

6) What might George Orwell be warning us against specifically?  

7) 1984 has come and gone, so why does the book still hold such power? 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.george-orwell.org/1984
http://www.george-orwell.org/1984

