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Incoming 9th graders are required to read Life of Pi by Yann Martel. There will be a quiz on 
this text sometime during the first week of school, and it is the first work we will discuss in 
depth as the year begins. For this purpose, we expect students to arrive with their own copy of 
the novel. The novel is available both in hard copy and electronic formats; either is acceptable.  
Students are expected to annotate and take notes; if you’re using an e-text, please use 
the Kindle app and use BOTH the highlighting and note-taking functions. In addition, 
students are asked to arrive with careful notes documenting their thoughts and 
observations about the questions below. Students should bring both their copy of the 
novel as well as their notes to the first day of class.   
 

In addition, students must select one of the “Student-Teacher Summer Reading List” books. 
During the first full week of school, you will discuss your selected work in a small group 
composed of other students and the teacher who selected the book. In preparation for the 
optional book discussion, select a statement or passage from the work you choose that addresses 
the author’s main purpose; also, be sure to bring an observation or question about the work that 
will stimulate discussion. There are many fabulous books from which to choose. We encourage 
you to visit a local bookstore (check out Main Point Books or Children’s Book World), library, or 
Amazon.com to help you review the choices more fully before making your selection. You will 
find the “Student-Teacher Summer Reading List” books along with brief summaries of each in a 
document separate from this one. 
 

Required Book: Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
This is a fanciful novel about a zookeeper’s son (Pi Patel) from India, who survives a shipwreck 
during his family’s attempt to emigrate to Canada. The only other survivors are three of the animals 
that were traveling with them, one of whom is a 450-pound Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. 
Miraculously, Pi and the tiger manage to co-exist on a lifeboat and raft drifting in the middle of a vast 
expanse of ocean. A finely detailed and absorbing look at survival and faith, the novel involves a 
mysteriously illuminating twist at the end that makes you want to read it all over again. 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
1. The novel is told in four different sections: an “Author’s Note” about how Yann Martel 

came to “discover” Pi’s story, followed by Parts I, II, and III. Part I alternates between 
Pi’s memories of his childhood in India and Yann Martel’s visit with Pi in his present 
home in Toronto; Part II tells the story of Pi’s time at sea with Richard Parker; Part III is 
a record of Pi’s conversation with two members of the Ministry of Transport who are 
investigating the circumstances of the shipwreck and Pi’s survival at sea.   
The different sections of the novel work together--what connections can you make 
between the sections? What are the themes and ideas that help tie together these 
different “parts” of Pi’s life? Think particularly about the zoo, the tiger (Richard 
Parker), Pi’s religious beliefs, and the role of storytelling throughout the various 
sections.   
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2. Near the end of the novel, when the members of the Ministry of Transport don’t 
believe Pi’s account of his time at sea, he tells them the “flat story” without animals 
(302). What’s the “flat story” of his time at sea? Be sure you can outline the events in 
both of the stories he tells. Which of the two stories--the one with the animals and 
the one without--do you believe? 

 
3. Pi’s religious faith is an important aspect of the novel, in particular the opening 

section. In the “Author’s Note,” Yann Martel is told that Pi’s story “will [make] him 
believe in God.” What is it about Pi’s story that might make us believe in God? How 
and why is religion important in the novel as a whole?    

 
4. In Part II, Richard Parker acts as both an adversary and a companion for Pi. What 

does Richard Parker provide for Pi, both in his role as “enemy” and as a friend? How 
does Richard Parker’s departure at the end of Part II help us understand his role in 
Pi’s journey?   

 
5. You’ve met other heroes in literature: characters that turn adversity into triumph or 

that overcome great odds. What qualities of Pi make him a successful hero? 
 

6. Once you’ve finished the novel, re-read Chapters 21 and 22, two very brief chapters 
in Part I. Yann Martel has said these are the two most important chapters in the 
entire novel. How do these two chapters connect the themes of faith and storytelling? 
What do you see in these chapters now that you’ve finished the novel? Reflecting on 
the novel as a whole, why might they be the most important ones? 

 
 
 


