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Although the move to the Old
Gulph Road campus was somewhat
controversial at the time, it demon-
strated great foresight and has allowed
the Lower School to blossom. Before
the relocation, Friends’ Central com-
prised an estimated 650 students in all
three divisions. Over the past 20 years
the School has grown such that our
Middle School and Upper School com-
prise 684 students and the Lower School
comprises 272. The Upper School cam-
pus accommodates nearly the same num-
ber of students as it did twenty years ago,
but the Lower School campus has allowed
for the comfortable addition of over 300
students across all three divisions.

It would be difficult to imagine a
Lower School in which Peter Grove could
not lead hikes around the pond or spy on
winged visitors to the bird blind, where
the hallways weren’t transformed into
forests or time-travel machines, or where
the playground did not include space for
soccer and forts and a fantastical wooden

gym. Joe Ludwig comments, “no matter
how magical a Lower School curriculum
is, if the division shares space with a
strong college-preparatory Upper School,
the needs of the younger children are too
easily overshadowed.”

At the Old Gulph Road campus, the
FCS Lower School has carved out a space
of its own and constructed a world entire-
ly dedicated to captivating and educating
little children. In one classroom

prekindergarten students may climb into
the cabin of a nine-foot rocket ship, or
step into the basket of a hot air balloon;
in another room, a first grader may follow
a yellow-brick road to a replica of
Dorothy’s house and read a book inside;
while outside a throng of fourth graders
may play under the wide canopy of cherry
trees that were planted by the first class of
Lower School students twenty years ago.
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Top left: Students Gardening in 1950 when LS was at City Avenue campus, 
Top right: LS students in Bea’s House, Left: David Felsen, Matthew Collier ’03, 
Lauren Collier ’99, trustee Hillard Madway, and trustee Emeritus Peter Arfaa at LS 
dedication in 1990, Middle: Lower School Students Raising Funds, 
Right: David Felsen and Joe Ludwig breaking ground on LS addition in 1988 






























































