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In science class, second grade  
students are using an iPad app that 
documents growth. Pictured are 
students exploring the changes that 
occur in nature in early spring. As 
students discovered, an iPad can also 
be used as a magnifying glass! 

PHOTO BY ERIK WILLIAMS
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Letter from the Head of School

Dear Friends,

With the 2014-2015 school year  
finish line in sight, one of my delights 
continues to be sharing the latest issue 
of Quaker Works with our community. 
The spring edition of our Magazine 
comes at a time of many emotions and 
changes. Warm, sun-filled awakenings 
in our Lower School garden after a long 
winter remind us that graduation is just 
around the corner. Teachers, looking 
back at particular segments of their 
teaching lives, see both the progress 
and the new room for growth play  
out vividly in our students. Spring,  
no matter how you approach it, means 
growth and change for all of us.

Over the course of this school year, 
our entire community focused on the 
testimony of Integrity. Consider this an invitation – look at the content of this 
magazine though the lens of integrity, and as the topics come into focus, you will 
see what distinguishes our school and animates our soul. With integrity in mind, 
you will read about our students participating in Model United Nations and the 
World Affairs Council, or our alumni/ae demonstrating their commitment to public 
service and human rights, with a different, and perhaps deeper, perspective. 

In a broader sense, you will also see that our values clearly inform our newly 
articulated Mission and Vision Statements (see article on page 14, for instance).

As members of the Friends’ Central School Class of 2015 move toward their 
graduation, Reunion Classes of “fives and tens” look forward to coming 
together on campus and celebrating with friends. The interconnected events of 
Commencement and Reunion form part of a distinct double-helix, each a vital 
aspect of the structure of the community. They both bloom because seeds  
planted years ago in the form of inspired teaching were cultivated with  
friendship, study, and service over the years.

No matter how you connect to this continuum, I’ll close with a repeated offer: 
look at this issue of Quaker Works, if not the entire scope of your FCS journey, 
through the lens of integrity. You may see something in a new way – just in time 
for spring! QW
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In February, the Upper 
School performed the 
dynamic musical Cats! 

PHOTO BY JAY GORODETZER

O N  T H E  C O V E R

Daniel Cohen ’20 playing the role of Hamlet in the 2015 Middle School 
Spring production of I Hate Shakespeare (photo by Allison Bishop)
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For more School news, visit the FCS Pressroom at friendscentral.org/news

International Day 
of Peace 2014
On September 19, 2014, the School 
observed the International Day of Peace, 
gathering as a community outdoors for 
an All-School Meeting for Worship and a 
peace concert.

Using the new “Speaker’s Corner” tree 
stump on Felsen Common as a stage, 
students in grades 4-7 had the chance  
to express their feelings on peace – 
presenting a “Stump” speech, comment, 
poem, or song.

Pumpkin Fair & 
Alumni/ae Baby Day
On October 26, the FCS Home & School 
Association marked the change of 
seasons with its ever-popular annual 
Pumpkin Fair at the Lower School. On 
the same day, alumni/ae were invited to 
bring their babies to the Lower School 
for a tour of the School, refreshments 
and a chance to enjoy Pumpkin Fair with 
the new generation. The weather was 
perfect, and a good time was had by all! (At left) alumni/ae gather with their young children for FCS Alumni/ae Baby Day; (right) Sofía Sabaj Pérez ’27 

enjoying the Lower School Pumpkin Day festivities

Lower School 
Faculty on  
the Stage
In October, Lower School teachers 
hit the stage to regale their students 
with a riotously funny play, “Literary 
Adventures.” All the faculty members 
threw themselves into their costumes, 
their roles, and the props – modeling 
collaboration, effort, and creativity for 
the students.
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Lower School Literary Adventures 

Caldecott Medal Winners Panel 
In November, the School was thrilled to host a 
Children’s Book World event. Caldecott Medal-
winning authors Brian Selznick (author of The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret), David Wiesner (author 
of Tuesday), and Chris Van Allsburg (author of The 
Polar Express) came to Shallcross Hall for a panel 
discussion about their work. 

(From left) David Wiesner, Chris Van Allsburg, and Brian Selznick

Visiting Author/Illustrator
As part of Book Fair 2015, author/
illustrator Brian Pinkney came to the 
Lower School, met with students, 
and captivated them with a talk 
about his illustrations, his life, what 
inspires him, and how he goes about 
creating a book.

(At left) author/illustrator Brian Pinkney
demonstrates his drumming skills while  
reading from his book Max Found Two Sticks

Book Fair 2015 a Great Success
In February, a fantastic team of volunteers came together to convert the 
Lower School Meeting Room into a fun pop-up bookstore, once again. A true 
community effort, Book Fair 2015 was well attended, with a great selection of 
books supplied by Children’s Book World. 

Kristen Johnson Reid ’03, Tanya Johnson Muse ’02, Beth Johnson ’77, and other 
members of the Johnson family (pictured above at right) shared their musical 
gifts with the community during Lower School Book Fair Family Night. It was a 
fun and memorable night for all! 

Middle School 
Book Fair 2015
This year, in addition to the wide array 
of books across many subjects and 
themes, the Middle School Book Fair 
featured books that have been turned 
into movies. Many visitors came by to 
peruse the great book selection and 
enjoy the movie-themed artwork created 
by students. Thanks to the many parent 
volunteers who helped out!

Echo Hill 2014
In September, the seventh grade  
headed to Echo Hill Outdoor School  
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland  
for an exciting five days of outdoor  
team-building activities. This trip is 
one of the cornerstones of the Friends’ 
Central seventh grade experience, one 
that students tend to remember and 
discuss for years to come.
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(Front from left) Rebecca Buxbaum, Matthew Wilson, Justin Burdge, Hannah Szapary; (back from left)  
Saoirse Hahn, Alex Nichol, Odette Moolten, Noah Silvestry; (not pictured: Krishna Kahn)

National Merit 
Finalists 2015
In March, eight seniors – Justin Burdge, 
Rebecca Buxbaum, Saoirse Hahn, 
Krishna Kahn, Odette Moolten, Alex 
Nichol, Noah Silvestry, and Hannah 
Szapary – were named National  
Merit Scholarship Program Finalists. 
They achieved Finalist standing by 
meeting a number of requirements, 
including SAT scores and a record of 
consistently high academic performance. 

Matthew Wilson was named a Finalist in 
the National Achievement Program.

Raku-Firing in the Middle School
In December, students in sixth grade art rotations learned about and participated 
in a raku firing. “Raku” – which loosely translates as “enjoyment or pleasure” – is a 
traditional, low-firing clay procedure that originated in 16th century Japan. Intrigued 
by the idea of firing their own clay projects and guided by the enthusiasm of teachers 
Caroline Maw-Deis and Allison Bishop, the first two clay rotations combined to 
experience first-hand this exciting event.

Shakespearean 
Accolades
One of only 56 high school students from 
across the country to make it to the 
finals, Evie Johnson ’16 (pictured above 
with her regional trophy) heads to New 
York City this spring to compete on the 
Lincoln Center stage at the finals of the 
English-Speaking Union’s (ESU) National 
Shakespeare Competition.

Business Club  
Goes to DECA
In its inaugural year, Friends’ Central’s 
Upper School Business Club competed 
in DECA’s regional competition in 
December, with 10 students qualifying 
for the State Competition. Two students 
placed in the top six at the State 
Competition, which took place February 
24-26 in Hershey, Pa.

FCS Business Club members at the PA State DECA 
competition in Hershey, Pa.
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ON THE FCS STAGE
Angels in America
Upper School Drama successfully took 
on Tony Kushner’s groundbreaking play 
Angels in America: Millennium Approaches 
for its fall production. Support for this 
powerful and challenging choice poured 
in from the FCS alumni/ae community. 
David Brind ’96, a writer and filmmaker 
whose work has screened in some of the 
most prestigious film festivals in the U.S., 
including Sundance, Tribeca, and Outfest, 
said, “Sharing different points of view and 
exposing bright young minds to worlds 
outside of their own was (and it appears 
still is) what Friends’ Central is all about.”

Angels in America

Dear Edwina Jr.
In November, Middle School students 
took the stage by storm with the highly 
entertaining fall musical, Dear Edwina Jr. 
A big hit with the audience, the play tells 
the story of a young girl who gives her 
neighborhood friends and family advice 
through singing in a musical show. 

Dance Performance
Middle and Upper School dancers 
showcased innovative choreography at 
the Dance Performance in February. 

Dear Edwina Jr.

Middle & Upper School Dance Performance
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HOLIDAY CONCERTS

FCS ushered in the festive season with vocal and instrumental concerts at the Lower, Middle, and Upper Schools. Along with the 
ever-popular Holiday concerts at School, the Upper School orchestra played downtown at Liberty Place on December 3, and the 
Middle School Chorus sang downtown at the Electrical Spectacle in Franklin Square on December 12.

Storyteller 
Charlotte  
Blake-Alston
In December, the Lower School was 
treated to a fabulously entertaining 
assembly by Master Storyteller and 
Narrator Charlotte Blake-Alston,  
who presented her own imaginative  
takes on several classic tales, 
encouraging the audience to  
participate in her storytelling.
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FALL 2014 DISTINGUISHED VISITORS 
John Mather 
Friends’ Central was thrilled to kick 
off its 2014-2015 Distinguished Visiting 
Scientist Program in October with a 
lecture by NASA Senior Scientist and 
Nobel Laureate John Mather (pictured 
below) entitled “The History of the 
Universe: How We Got Here, and Where 
We Are Going.” 

Portrait 
Unveiling
A portrait depicting former 
Head of School David 
Felsen (pictured at left) 
holding his signature “book 
and ball” has joined those 
of previous Friends’ Central 
Heads of School in Room 25 
of the Main Building.

The portrait was unveiled 
at a small ceremony in 
early March.

Empty Bowls
As part of this year’s Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day of Service, Lower School 
students decorated bowls with art 
teacher Kim Parris to support the 
Empty Bowls Project, an international 
grassroots effort to raise both  
money and awareness in the fight  
to end hunger.

The bowls were sold at the Ice Cream 
Social that followed the Middle School 
play in March. (Read more about MLK Day 
2015 on page 15.)

Upper School teacher Bill Kennedy with  
Lara Cohen (center) and Halimah Marcus 

Distinguished Visiting Humanities Lecturers
This year’s Distinguished Visiting Humanities Lecturers were illustrious FCS graduates 
Lara Cohen ’95, Assistant Professor of English at Swarthmore College, and Halimah 
Marcus ’03, Editor-in-Chief, Electric Literature’s Recommended Reading. On December 
3, both came to FCS to discuss the thread of American literary production from past to 
present: how stories are written, edited, published, and distributed, and what it means 
to be a literary entrepreneur in the democratic realm of the Internet. 

January All-School 
Meeting for Worship
In January, former Executive Director of 
the Friends Council on Education Irene 
McHenry addressed the community 
about the unique ways in which a Quaker 
education prepares future-oriented 
students. Her talk was followed by an 
All-School Meeting for Worship.

Irene McHenry
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Third Grader Avery Lewis Setting National Track Records
Avery Lewis “could be called the fastest 
nine-year-old girl in the country.” Last 
January, Avery was featured in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, on Philly.com, and 
on Fox 29 for her record-setting sprint 
in the 55-meter dash at the Colgate 
Women’s Games preliminaries – on her 
birthday! She ran the 55-meter dash in 
7.8 seconds, beating the record she had 
tied the previous year as the country’s 
fastest eight-year-old. She also won the 
200-meter race. 

Last July, she took gold in the 
100-meter, 200-meter, and long jump at 
the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) Junior 
Olympics, breaking the AAU long-jump 
record for her age. Avery also took first 

place in the 200-meter dash (27.70) and 
the long jump (4.43 meters) at the USATF 
Indoor Champs in March.

“I coach high school girls. If she were on 
my team right now, she’d be my fastest 
runner. So that’s kind of how good she 
is,” said Brandon Shell, the Varsity Girls’ 
Winter and Spring Track coach at FCS 
who coaches Avery through Infinity Track 
Club, a non-profit he founded in 2010. 
“Currently, she’s the best her age in the 
nation. She’s the real deal.” 

Avery’s mom, Laedoan Lewis, is a 
Kindergarten teacher at Friends’ Central, 
and her brother, T.J., is in sixth grade at 
Friends’ Central. Congratulations, and 
keep up the good work, Avery!

Three League Championships for FCS 2014-2015 Winter Sports! 
On February 13, in front of an energetic 
crowd at Haverford College, the Varsity 
girls’ basketball team kicked off the 
winning weekend with a 36-30 victory over 
Shipley to take home the Friends Schools 
League title. The key to success for the 
Phoenix was defense, as they allowed 
only six points in the first half and held 
the Gators scoreless in the second period. 
Sophomore center Mikayla Vaughn 
totaled 10 rebounds and 13 points, seven 
of which came from the foul line late in 
the game to secure the win. Junior guard 
Iyanna McCurdy added 12 points and 3 
steals, senior guard Lisa Bernstein and 
sophomore guard Zoe Ginsberg each 
added 4 points, and junior forward Anna 
Leone chipped in with 3 points.

On Saturday, February 14, FCS hosted 
the Semi-Finals and Finals of the 
Friends Schools League Wrestling 
Championships. FCS (#1 seed) took 
on GFS (#4 seed) to start the day. The 
Phoenix won four of the matches and, 
combined with five forfeits, claimed a  
47-29 victory over GFS. Then, they met 
up with Westtown for the fourth time 

in as many years for the championship 
match. FCS took the lead after wins 
by Shayne Kanner, Alex Helpin, Matt 
Nguyen, Adam Trask, Noah Snyder, 
and Bruno Vogrig. FCS clinched the 
championship with two forfeit wins by 
juniors Aidan Plunkett and Levi Cooper, 
making the final score 36-30 FCS. 
This was Friends’ Central’s first FSL 
Wrestling Championship since 1998.

The Varsity wrestling team dedicated this 
season to FCS Middle School wrestling 
coach Doug Ross, when it was announced 
he would retire from coaching after this 
season. Coach Ross has been pivotal to 
Friends’ Central’s wrestling program for 

the past 36 years. He has inspired many 
FCS students to wrestle, and he coached 
14 of the 16 wrestlers on the championship 
Varsity team. In a moment to remember, 
the team literally lifted Coach Ross up after 
winning the title. Congrats to Doug Ross 
on a fantastic coaching career.

Also on Saturday, February 14, for 
the 12th consecutive year, the boys’ 
swimming team won the Friends Schools 
League Swimming Championship with 
141 points over George School’s 50 
points. Boys’ Triple/Quad Winners were 
junior Gus Anderson: 200 & 500 Free, 
200 & 400 Free Relay; junior Noah 
deLeon: 100 Back, 200 & 400 Free Relay; 
senior Jerry Henry: 100 Fly, 200 & 400 
Free Relay; and senior captain Aris 
Mourelatos: 50, 100 Free, 200 Medley & 
400 Free Relay. Head Varsity swimming 
coach Iain Anderson said, “We did great! 
This was the first time in FCS’ 12-year 
boys’ run of championships that we won 
every single event in the meet. This was 
a great championship meet for everyone. 
As a team, 95% [of our swimmers] went 
personal bests in their events.”

Doug Ross with  
Middle School  

wrestling team  
members

Avery Lewis ’24
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Gabrielle Wilkinson ’18 
Cross Country
Week of October 26, 2014
Wilkinson captured first place 
at the Friends Schools League 
Cross Country Championship, 
posting a time of 19:44 and 
becoming only the third 
Phoenix runner to capture 
the title. She also placed first 
at the 62nd Annual George 
School Invitational, helping the 
Phoenix capture their first-ever 
team championship at the race. 
Wilkinson was also named MVP 
for the Phoenix and received 
1st team All-Friends Schools 
League honors this year.

Iyanna McCurdy ’16 
Girls’ Basketball
Week of December 21, 2014
A 5-8 junior guard, McCurdy 
averaged about 20 points 
per game for the Phoenix, 
including shooting 79 percent 
from the free throw line (as of 
December 15). She was named 
Most Valuable Player of the 
Solebury School Spartan Girls 
Basketball Classic held in 
December, and she received 
MVP and co-MVP honors for 
the Phoenix in 2014 and 2015, 
as well as 1st team All-Friends 
Schools League.

De’Andre Hunter ’16 
Boys’ Basketball
Week of January 11, 2015  
A 6-7 junior forward, Hunter 
returned from a broken 
leg suffered just before 
his sophomore campaign 
to average 20 points, nine 
rebounds, and 2.5 blocked shots 
per game to start the 2014-2015 
season. As of January 2, Hunter 
averaged more than 26 points 
per game. He has received 
scholarship offers from schools 
such as Temple, Penn State, St. 
Joseph’s, and NC State. Hunter 
was also named co-MVP for the 
Phoenix and received 1st team 
All-Friends Schools League 
honors this year.

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Sofia Acchione ’18 
Girls’ Swimming
Week of March 1, 2015
Acchione, a freshman, sparkled 
at the Friends Schools League 
Swimming Championships, 
finishing first place in the  
100 fly, in which she set a 
school and league record, as 
well as the 200 free and 200 
free relay. At Easterns, she 
finished 18th in the 200 free, 
13th in the 100 fly, and 16th 
in the 200 free relay. She was 
named MVP of the Varsity 
swimming team and received 
1st team All-Friends Schools 
League honors this year. 

Main Line Media News

All-American Recognition for FCS Girls’ Indoor Track Team

(From left) Claire Szapary ’17, Nyssa Schoenfeld ’16, Gabrielle 
Wilkinson ’18, and Emily Burd ’17 (photo by Greg Wilkinson)

Members of Friends’ Central’s girls’ indoor track team competed in the New 
Balance National Indoor Track meet, held at the Armory in NY in March. 
On Friday, March 13, the Distance Medley Relay (DMR) team of Gabrielle 
Wilkinson ’18 (1200m), Nyssa Schoenfeld ’16 (400m), Claire Szapary ’17 
(800m) and Emily Burd ’17 (1600m) placed sixth, finishing with a time of 
12:04.32, receiving All-American recognition.

On Saturday, March 14, Gabby Wilkinson won the Emerging Elite Mile with a 
time of 4:56.44. Gabby’s winning time was .46 off the meet record. Emily Burd 
came in 10th place with a time of 5:07.91. Friends’ Central placed two in the 
top ten finishers of this national race. 

On Sunday, March 15, Wilkinson raced as the only freshman in a field of  
26 runners in the 800m, placing sixth with a time of 2:10.65 and receiving  
All-American honors in the 800m.
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McCurdy and Lawton Join Prestigious 1,000 Point Club
On February 6, junior guard Iyanna 
McCurdy scored 24 points in the Varsity 
girls’ basketball team’s 70-49 victory 
over Chester High School. Two of those 
points took place in the third quarter 
to give Iyanna her 1,000th career point. 
Iyanna became only the second FCS 
basketball player to reach this  
milestone during junior year. 
Congratulations, Iyanna! 

Friends’ Central senior guard Jonathan 
Lawton scored his 1,000th point in the 
Phoenix’s 74-46 triumph over visiting 
Springside Chestnut Hill on December 2, 
2014. Lawton, who entered the  
game needing 28 points for the 
milestone, finished with 29. 
Congratulations, Jonathan!

Jonathan Lawton celebrating his 
1,000th career point with his family

Iyanna McCurdy celebrates her 
1,000th career point, surrounded  
by family members and coaches.

Photo by Greg Wilkinson Photo by Robert Gassel ’69
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Congratulations to Amile Jefferson ’12, Co-Captain of Duke’s 
2015 National Championship Men’s Basketball Team!
A history major, Jefferson has been named to the All-ACC Academic Men’s Basketball team all three of his years at Duke.

Jefferson joins Friends’ Central alumni/ae Hakim Warrick ’01 and Jamie Sundheim ’02, who have also been a part of NCAA 
championship teams. Warrick was a member of the 2003 Syracuse Men’s Basketball National Championship team, and 
Sundheim was a member of the 2003 Princeton Women’s Lacrosse National Championship team.

Amile Jefferson ’12 in action. Image courtesy of  Duke University Photography
Amile signing with Duke University at a  

press conference at FCS in May 2012
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As a school community committed to 
social justice, with Quaker testimonies 
at the core, Friends’ Central students, 
faculty, and staff have been living out their 
Vision Statement, to “peacefully transform 
the world,” in a variety of ways this year. 
In December, a group of FCS students, 
faculty, and parents participated in the 
Justice for All March in Washington, DC; 
on January 16, Upper School students 
held a Die-in, acknowledging the hurt felt 
by so many due to the recent violence in 
the world; and on Monday, January 23, 
hundreds of Friends’ Central community 
members donated time and various  
goods in service of multiple non-profit 
organizations around the Philadelphia  
area on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  
of Service.

In a message to parents, Middle School 
Principal Alexa Quinn wrote, “Events in 
Ferguson, New York, and Cleveland have left 
many of our students and faculty dismayed, 
distressed, and confused. However, these 
challenges also present opportunities to 
teach the whole child and to cultivate 
both empathy and understanding. What 
an immense responsibility and privilege 
we have as teachers and parents, who all 

want peace, to help the young people in 
our lives to understand the need for justice 
and their immense capacity to transform 
the world.”

Friends’ Central students have taken 
that message to heart and are peacefully 
transforming the world in different and 
meaningful ways. Upper School Principal 
Art Hall explained, “In line with our 
Quaker ideals, the School has challenged 
our students to be the change they wish  
to see in the world. Our Upper Schoolers 
have been involved in a variety of activities 
and programs to accomplish that goal,  
from Peace Day to Service Days, to  
raising money for causes like environmental 
sustainability and food for those in need, 
to attending the Student Diversity  
Leadership Conference and the Justice  
for All March in Washington, DC.” 

Following events in Ferguson and 
New York, Friends’ Central held open 
discussions for students to process and 
discuss their reactions to these events, 
and it became clear that some students 
wanted to take action. So, on December 
13, a Friends’ Central group that included 
15 students, five faculty chaperones, and 
a parent took part in the Justice for All 

March in Washington, DC. Quakerism 
Coordinator Robyn Richmond commented, 
“We wanted to support our students who 
chose to participate in a March that did 
not demonize but call attention to the pain 
and perspective of citizens and the call for 
change in the justice system.” 

Assistant Director of Admission and 
FCS alumnus Dwight Dunston ’06, who 
attended the March, said, “This was an 
opportunity for students to take what they 
see daily at FCS and shine outwardly into 
the questions being asked on a national 
level. I like to believe that having a strong 
sense of justice and equality was nothing 
new to the students. They were brave. 
They were passionate. They were  
compassionate. And FCS students embody 
these things every day. Nonetheless, it was 
really a beautiful thing to see students who 
felt moved and who were able march with 
thousands of other people. It made me 
so proud to be a member of the Friends’ 
Central community and a graduate of the 
School to bear witness to this event, and 
I’m so grateful for the individuals that 
make up this community.”

FCS sophomore Matt Blackman 
was moved by the peaceful nature of 

BY GEOFF CAMPBELL AND LISA D’ORAZIO

FCS community members at the Justice for All 
March. Photo by Amelia Orzech-Boscov ’16 

PEACEFULLY TRANSFORMING THE WORLD
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MLK DAYthe March. He explained, “Being there, protesting against 
something so violent ... and having such a peaceful protest 
that was so based on love and compassion rather than being 
violent and destructive, I found a real sense of unity with 
the people in attendance.” Senior Isaiah Tyler-Joseph felt 
the empowering nature of the March, particularly for the 
younger people attending, “Not only was it a very empowering 
experience for everyone who went because you feel a sense of 
togetherness, but especially for youth who went to feel they 
could walk away feeling it was [our] legacy to the world … 
You have younger students who are able to speak up (at the 
rally), and it shows the school who its leaders are. That’s very 
powerful. The more youth leaders we have, the more change 
we can pursue.”

April Thompson Harris, a parent new to FCS this year, 
was grateful to Friends’ Central for facilitating attendance  
at the March, and for the opportunity it gave students, “It 
was great to see the students and teachers come together  
as a community with one common cause in mind. I’m most 
grateful that FCS took the time and funds to support the  
Justice for all March after polling students and realizing they 
were interested in participating. To be in the midst of the 
crowd, shoulder to shoulder, chanting and singing with 
all cultures was empowering, and the youth were there in 
droves. In addition, this opportunity allowed the students 
to implement their Quaker values. Their presence made an 
impact on 12/13/14 and for years to come.”

On the morning of January 16, the Black Student  
Forum sponsored a Die-in, at which Upper School community 
members were invited to lie down for five minutes flat,  
representing Michael Brown’s body, which lay in the street  
for over four hours after his death. As senior Mica Moultrie-
Bullock wrote, “Our purpose is to show our community that 
we, as a small part of Friends’ Central, have been deeply 
affected by all of the violence over the past two years, and we 
would like for our community to acknowledge our hurt. We do 
not wish to offend anyone, or cause any harm; we are simply 
saying this is important to us.” The gallery of Shallcross Hall 
was filled with students, faculty, and staff dressed in black in 
support of this silent movement. 

These are true examples of Friends’ Central students taking 
action to become the change they wish to see in the world. QW

In the spirit of peacefully transforming the world, Friends’ 
Central Lower, Middle, and Upper School students, parents, 
faculty, staff, and alumni/ae gathered for an array of on- 
and off-campus service activities on Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day of Service 2015. On this joy-filled day dedicated 
to the memory of Dr. King, FCS community members’ 
activities included donating and sorting bags of toiletries 
for Interfaith Hospitality network; donating and assembling 
shaving kits, decorating shaving mirrors, and making 
close to 500 lunches for the Bethesda Project; collecting 
food for the Narberth Food Bank; and, in collaboration 
with Har Zion, writing letters to American and Israeli 
soldiers, creating projects to benefit seniors, and sorting 
and packaging toiletry and clothing donations for various 
charities, including Career Wardrobe, Nationalities Service 
Center, and Veteran’s Multi-Service Center.

MLK Day of 
Service activities 
at (top) the Lower 
School, (middle) 
Upper School, and 
(bottom) Middle 
School
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To learn more about Pennsylvania State tax credit programs, visit  
www.friendscentral.org/StateTaxCreditPrograms, or contact Kim Emmons-Benjet,  

Director of Annual Giving, at kbenjet@friendscentral.org or 610.645.4499.

This year, Friends’ Central’s All-School Testimony of Integrity has permeated campus life in all three divisions. Through lessons 
like reading and discussing The Empty Pot, then creating and filling “empty pots” in the Lower School; connecting what you say with 
what you do in eighth grade Earth Force projects; and, in Upper School English, exploring the human struggle to navigate the tensions 
between one’s inner truth and society’s beliefs in works such as Persepolis and The Scarlet Letter, integrity is alive in myriad ways on both 
FCS campuses. 

Quakerism Coordinator Robyn Richmond comments, “When asked what integrity means, Middle and Upper School students often 
first respond with ‘doing the right thing, even when no one is watching.’ Yet, at its roots, integrity is also a striving for wholeness, for 
unity with our Inner Light.” Embracing a sense of responsibility and accountability to one’s self, one another, and the earth are at the 
core of the true meaning of integrity. 

Below are a few examples of integrity in action in all three divisions of the School.

Living the Theme of Integrity at Friends’ Central

LOWER SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL
In fourth grade, students have used the 
term as a way of talking about the Civil 

Rights Movement and how a person  
acts when s/he sees a wrong that  

should be righted.

They also use the term when discussing 
friendship issues: talking about a person 
behind his/her back, gossiping. This kind 
of action is something that you wouldn’t 
do in plain view, or to someone’s face. 

Integrity is making sure that your 
actions are true to what you know  

to be right, good, and kind.

In eighth grade Latin, students are 
studying The Aeneid and comparing 

Aeneas to Odysseus. They’re learning 
about Aeneas as a well-rounded 

character and as a character who, as 
opposed to many heroes, shows true 

human emotions. Magistra Somerville is 
relating this idea of a whole character to 
the bigger idea of the wholeness of who 

we are and integrity. 

The Honor Code Committee has been 
developing and posting reflective 

questions, which Quakers call queries, 
throughout campus. Ninth grade 

Quakerism class discusses integrity as 
it relates to online decisions and how we 
represent ourselves. They also explore 

one’s identity, one’s true self. 

“Do we celebrate all ideas, experiences, 
people, preferences, etc., or do we 

discourage different ideas from our own?”

- Honor Code Committee Query

 “I liked it when my friend stood up for me.” - Student

 “ If I had the power to make anything bloom inside my pot, it 
would be … “Life, stars, fun, and love.” - Student

“ Integrity is [when] even if you think you did something wrong, 
you still have courage to tell the truth.” - Student

“ Being truthful, helping others, believing in yourself, and  
standing up for yourself.” - Student

“ You can be more honest online, but there are a lot of temptations. 
Hiding behind a cyber wall, you don’t see the emotion of the 
other person. It is emotionless.” - Student

“Being honest with yourself is the most important.” - Student

“ Integrity is about being the best person you can be – standing 
up for what’s right. We guide our students on how to live lives of 
integrity, both inside school with regards to plagiarism and citing 
sources, and outside of school, teaching students about managing 
time, pressures, and what we put in our bodies.” 

- Mike Crauderueff 

“ By choosing integrity, I become more whole, but wholeness  
does not mean perfection. It means becoming more real by  
acknowledging the whole of who I am.”

- Parker J. Palmer 
The Courage to Teach: Exploring the Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s Life

Integrity in Their Own Words
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The Educational Improvement Tax Credit 
(EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax 
Credit (OSTC) programs are great options 
that benefit your business and FCS. 

The online application is simple, but the  
benefits of your gift could be extraordinary!

What if you could give to  
Friends’ Central instead  

of paying taxes? 
  

To learn more about Pennsylvania State tax credit programs, visit  
www.friendscentral.org/StateTaxCreditPrograms, or contact Kim Emmons-Benjet,  

Director of Annual Giving, at kbenjet@friendscentral.org or 610.645.4499.
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On February 1, twenty-one Friends’ Central students  
attended the Ivy League Model United Nations Conference  
(ILMUNC). The world-renowned program, hosted by the 
University of Pennsylvania’s International Affairs Association, 
attracts over 3,000 of the world’s brightest young minds to debate 
current issues in world affairs.

Since its founding in 1984 by Gary Nicolai, Friends’ Central’s 
Model UN has grown, increasing the number of conferences 
from one a year to three planned conferences this year: Rutgers’ 
RUMUN, Penn’s ILMUNC, and one yet-to-be determined  
additional conference. 

This year’s group of Upper Schoolers began working in 
August, with planning meetings, discussions, and other efforts by 
senior captains Alex Kalman, Justin Burdge, and Stefan Sultan, 
who did not want to waste a moment. The full group, advised  
by history teachers Gary Nicolai and Kelley Graham, began 
meeting three times a week and during some community blocks. 
“We decided that we really wanted to make the most of this amazing 

opportunity we were given and take this year’s competitions very 
seriously,” Kalman said. 

The intense competition tempts some to win by any means 
necessary. For the FCS team, though, Nicolai gave the students 
explicit rules to play by the letter and spirit of the conference. 
Kalman related that Nicolai ensured all the delegates were there 
for the experience and not for recognition. “Mr. Nic stresses 
that you can’t be a shark in committee (come with a pre-written 
resolution or other disingenuous tactics). It’s very authentic; he 
ensures that.” Participant Emma Verges ’17 added, “For us, it was 
more important to get our ideas across [and to be included in the 
final resolution] than making sure our names were on the final draft.”

Five Friends’ Central students were recognized for their  
outstanding contributions to the conference. Seniors Alex  
Kalman and Justin Burdge won Outstanding Delegate awards, 
and sophomore Emma Verges, junior Jessica Shields, and  
sophomore Sam Weiss were given Verbal Commendations. 
Kalman said that the awards were not the end goal. “What 
I’ve learned through Mr. Nic, who’s been an excellent advisor 
throughout the process, is that Model UN is about the  
experience: combining all the interpersonal, research, and public 
speaking skills we had to develop while preparing, then taking 
those skills to a four-day conference and being able to collaborate 
and achieve a common goal.” Kalman explained, “It’s about being 
able to work well and solve real-world issues with people we’ve 
just met. It’s never been about the awards.”

Nicolai ensures that Friends’ Central’s program stays true to 
the spirit of authentic cooperation and insists his students approach 
discussions with one another honestly, despite temptations to  
deceive and undercut the positions of other delegates. “Model 
UN is really an outgrowth of what students learn in the  
classroom, and I want students to put their principles into  
practice.” Nicolai feels the program is supported by Friends’  
Central’s Upper School curriculum, which prepares students well 
for informed debates by covering coursework on Political Realism 

BY LISA D’ORAZIO AND GEOFF CAMPBELL

For Friends’ Central’s Model UN and World Affairs Council, it’s all  
about the experience, authenticity, building confidence, and the desire  
to learn, surrounded by others driven by the same goals and passions.

So Much  
More Than Awards

FCS delegates in action at the 2015 
Ivy League Model UN Conference
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At the 2015 Ivy League Model UN Conference 
(top) Justin Burdge ’15 and Alex Kalman ’15; 
(bottom left) Lily Snider ’16; (bottom right)  
Gary Nicolai and Emma Verges ’17
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To learn more about joining the Blackburn Society and leaving your own legacy, or to let us know  
that you have already included Friends’ Central in your estate plan, please contact Lydia Martin,  

Director of Institutional Advancement, at 610.645.5034 or lmartin@friendscentral.org

regarding the Melos and Peloponnesian 
War unit in 9th grade history, Conflict 
Resolution in grade 10,  grade 11 American 
History, and a number of electives in 
grade 12, enabling students to learn the 
causes, effects, and resolution of conflict. 
He added, “Taking part in Model UN 
is really about taking the knowledge 
students have learned in the classroom, 
challenging them to work together with 
other students from around the world, 
representing sometimes less-than-allied 
countries, and using all they’ve learned to 
come to a resolution.”

The same is true for the World Affairs 
Council, an all-female Upper School 
club consisting of 10 young women who 
research ways to solve real-world issues. 

Created by Gary Nicolai three years  
ago, the FCS World Affairs Council  
was consciously designed to be all-girls’ 
organization, and it has grown substantially 
each year – both in number and in  
dedication. Nicolai explained, “I’ve been 
to many conferences with students over 
the years, and I’ve seen many times where 
the boys have dominated, simply because 
there were more boys than girls present. 
We have very capable young women at 
Friends’ Central, and by participating in 
organizations like the World Affairs  
Council, they feel like they have a voice, 
and they learn so much about the world 
that they build confidence, both in  
speaking about real world issues and  

in themselves.”
This year’s conference, entitled 

“Prioritizing Global Risks,” takes place 
on April 29 at the Fox School of Business 
at Temple University. Friends’ Central’s 
group is divided into two Global Risk 
Groups – each assigned to address a global 
risk, either “Increasing Water Stress” or 
“Infectious Disease Outbreaks.” They 
will research, find possible solutions to, 
and, via their group leader, advocate and 
present recommendations in front of an 
independent panel of judges comprised  
of Philadelphia’s business, civic, and  
government leaders. 

This year’s group leaders, Carolyn 
Spellacy ’16 (Infectious Disease  
Outbreaks) and Emma Verges ’17  

(Increasing Water Stress), were voted 
into leadership first by their peers, then, 
after an interview process, by the World 
Affairs Council. Both Spellacy and Verges 
were thrilled to be chosen as leaders of 
their Global Risk Groups, and they both 
understand the responsibility that comes 
with this leadership. Spellacy explained, 
“It’s a huge honor to be elected as my 
group’s leader, and I have learned a lot 
about how global leaders deal with these 
world issues. At times, it can get pretty 
heated, as everyone wants to voice their 
opinions, so you definitely have to learn to 
compromise.” Verges acknowledged that 
with leadership comes a mandate to  
ensure that each voice in the group is 

heard. “You’re responsible for representing 
all the great ideas your group came up 
with, and you want to make sure that, 
when you’re up there, you want your 
group to say, ‘that’s exactly what we 
wanted to portray as a group.’” 

Nicolai said that the students take 
away so much more than knowledge of 
world issues after participating in this 
Council. He shared, “The students  
participating in the World Affairs Council 
feel valued and respected, and they learn 
so much about the world, all while engaging 
with peers from all over the country and 
the world. They learn respect for others 
and for global issues. They also feel like 
they can do something about these issues 
because they’ve become educated, and 
they feel like they have a voice.” 

Spellacy believes that her time at 
Friends’ Central has prepared her for the 
upcoming conference of the World Affairs 
Council. “I think my experience at FCS 
has made my participation at these  
conferences even better. At Friends’ 
Central, we’re taught to explore our own 
ideas, to form our own thoughts, and 
bring them to our groups. We want to leave 
this conference knowing we incorporated 
all the themes Mr. Nic has taught us with 
our own thoughts and the voices of all 
in our groups. Learning as much as we 
can from the experience is so much more 
important than any other award.” 

Verges won Best Delegate at the fall 
World Affairs Conference, but she explained 
what the real reward is when students 
participate in the World Affairs Council. 
“At the end of the day, you’re not getting an 
award for how well-spoken you are – even if 
that is an award the panel gives out,” Verges 
said. “Your reward is in how well you can 
successfully formulate a plan that can be put 
into action to fix these real world problems. 
We want to make Mr. Nic proud. He taught 
us and we understand that it’s not about  
winning an award – it’s about each of us 
actively participating in the conference, 
continuing conversations, and our desire to 
continue learning beyond the conference. 
It’s about bringing home these big ideas and 
incorporating changes at home.” QW

World Affairs Council club members (from left) Lindsay Talemal ’16, Taylor Williams ’18, Gabrielle Kerbel ’16, 
Jessica Shields ’16, Carolyn Spellacy ’16, Emma Verges ’17, Sydney Cohen ’16; (not pictured) Zaakiyah  
Rogers ’16, Anne Kennedy ’16 , Simone Gibson ’17, Claire Szapary ’17
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Priscilla Okie Alexander ’41
Peter Arfaa
Eric Ash ’89
William Bower 
Annabelle Brett ’65
Diana Stambul Burgwyn ’54
Helen Starling Burke ’51
Ellen Burr ’46
Grant Calder 
Diane Bierman Carson ’67
Adrian Castelli 
Prudence  

Sprogell Churchill ’59
Andrea Cohen ’86
Barbara Cohen 
Ellen Cohen ’88
Sally Craig ’61
Charlotte Pugh Ellithorp ’42
June Singley Evans ’66
Raymond Fabius 
David Felsen 
Alexander Fetter ’54
Colette Guggenheim 
Elizabeth Smith Harper ’54
Margaret Harper ’36

Gardner Hendrie ’50
Cinda Buswell Hill ’59
Deborah Hull 
Francis James ’53
Frederick Kempin 
Carolyn Klock 
Stephanie Koenig ’70
John Kralovec 
Emma Lapsansky-Werner 
Henry Lavine 53
Sarah Price Lindsay Honey ’62
Molly Love 
Hillard Madway 
George McCook 
Pamela Melcher ’61
Margaret Mitchell ’35
Jonathon Moore ’65
Clyde Nash
Deborah Hazzard Nash ’51
Dana Iverson Neefe ’61
Andrew Newcomb ’87
Bernard Newman 
Marla Hamilton Peele 
George Pew 
Albert Pottash ’66

Abby Moyerman Renfroe ’77

Lisa Korostoff Rooney ’73

Ann Satterthwaite 

Sue Williams Saul ’44

Joanna Haab Schoff ’51

Nicholas Scull ’60

Donald Selkow 

Kimiko Shimada 

Koji Shimada 

Joan Lallou Smith ’52

Andrew Stifler ’57

Harriet Best Sweeton ’51

Leonard Sylk ’59

Ruth Tanur 

Winifred Jess Tierney ’53

Rich Ulmer ’60

Patricia Myers Westine ’57

David Wetterholt ’62

Barbara Willis 

Murray Wilson 

Ann Hort Wolfe ’63

Bruce Woodruff ’60

The Blackburn Society 
was named in honor of 
Eliza E. Blackburn ’22 
(portrait shown here) and 
her family. Their estate 
gift helped make possible 
the purchase of the Lower 
School campus and 
establish the Blackburn 
Enhancement, a salary 
supplement given to 
teachers each December.

BLACKBURN SOCIETY

BLACKBURN SOCIETY MEMBERS“ I included Friends’ Central in my 
planned giving because the School 
gave so much to me. The dedication 
and caring demonstrated by the 
faculty, together with the principles 
of Quakerism taught by example, 
played a major role in shaping me 
as a person. Friends’ Central also 
provided a pillar of stability when my 
father’s five years of service in the US 
Navy during World War II disrupted 
my family life.”

 Frank James ’53

“ I always wanted to give back to FCS 
for the wonderful education and 
spiritual grounding I received, but 
money wasn’t always plentiful when 
annual giving came around. I decided 
that putting FCS into my estate plan 
was one way I could guarantee more 
financial support to help the next 
generation of FCS students have the 
same experience I had.”

 Ann Hort Wolfe ’63

Planning  
is Power!
A planned, or estate, gift is a way to 
create your own legacy as you help to 
guarantee the future financial security 
of Friends’ Central School ~ sharing 
the FCS experience you and your 
family received with future students. 
Please join the generous and forward-
thinking people you see listed below by 
considering FCS in your estate plans. 

To learn more about joining the Blackburn Society and leaving your own legacy, or to let us know  
that you have already included Friends’ Central in your estate plan, please contact Lydia Martin,  

Director of Institutional Advancement, at 610.645.5034 or lmartin@friendscentral.org
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MAY 9 | 2015
SATURDAY
REUNION REGISTRATION •  9:00 am – 2:00 pm  •  Shallcross Hall  •  Welcome Tent

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST  •  9:00 – 10:00 am  •  Welcome Tent

CAMPUS TOUR  •  9:45 – 10:30 am  •  Shallcross Hall  •  Tour the main campus with archivist Jim Davis.

MEETING FOR WORSHIP  •  10:30 – 11:15 am  •  Shallcross Hall

REUNION CELEBRATION  •  11:30 am  •  Shallcross Hall

Take a trip down memory lane. Meet your classmates for the festivities.

Immediately following: REUNION GIFT DEDICATION Reunion Classes dedicate their Class Gifts.

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA/US AWARDS Congratulations!  

This year’s Distinguished Alumna/us Awards will be presented to:

Sarah Mendelson ’80 for her outstanding accomplishments  

in promoting human rights throughout the world.

Jonathan Rieder ’65 for his outstanding scholarship in the field  

of education and his lifetime commitment to social justice.  

REUNION PHOTOS  •  12:30 pm  

REUNION LUNCHEON  Classes of 1940, 1945, 1950, 1955, & 1960 12:30 – 2:30 pm • Under the TENT   

All other Classes  •  12:45 – 2:30 pm • Felsen Common 

VARSITY GAMES 

1:00 pm  Varsity Boys’ Tennis vs. Malvern Prep 

2:00 pm   Varsity Boys’ Baseball vs. Roxborough High School  

Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse vs. Baldwin    

Varsity Girls’ Softball vs. Westtown 

ARCHIVES OPEN HOUSE  •  2:00 – 4:00 pm  •  Atrium, Language Building

Reminisce as you look at snapshots of moments from your life at FCS.

THE LEGACY OF TREES  •  2:00 pm  •  Meet at the Welcome Tent 

Arboretum Tour with Doug Linton ’68 

SEXUALITY & SOCIETY  •  2:00 pm  •  Lecture Hall, Fannie Cox Center

Attend a class given by Upper School Teacher and 3 time TED speaker, Al Vernacchio,  

whose class was featured in The New York Times. 

PRESENTATION BY CRAIG SELLERS, HEAD OF SCHOOL 

2:30 pm  •  Seminar Room, Fannie Cox Center

Craig will describe our new Mission and Vision Statements and how they will guide the future of our School. 

HEAD OF SCHOOL’S RECEPTION  •  6:30 – 7:30 pm  •  Under the Tent

For All Reunion Alumni/ae and Honoring the 50th Reunion Class of 1965

THURSDAY 
MAY 7 

VINCENT D. FELDMAN ’85  

LECTURE 

7:30 pm

Shallcross Hall

Vincent, a lifelong resident 

of Philadelphia, has been 

photographing architecture  

and the urban landscape for  

three decades. In the early 

1990s, his photography began to 

concentrate on the conflicts and 

questions that often surround 

historic buildings in Philadelphia. 

Come hear Vincent talk about 

his book, City Abandoned, which 

uncovers the stories attached 

to buildings, thus revealing the 

nature of the societies in which 

these structures were built —  

and then neglected.

CLASS REUNION PARTIES  

Saturday Evening  

Watch your mail for details.

Check in  
at the 

 WELCOME TENT  

by 10:00 am on  

MAY 9 and  

receive a special  

FCS GIFT.

2nd_REUNION_15_ad.indd   1 3/30/15   4:15 PM
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1947
J.Richard Relick writes, “My new retirement 
location is Cuenca, Ecuador in the Lower 
Andes. Perhaps my fellow classmates will 
ask, ‘why in Ecuador?’ Ecuador, for a small 
country, is filled with great adventures – the 
Galapagos Islands, the Amazon River and 
Amazon Basin, six active volcanoes, 650 
different species of birds, beaches of the 
Pacific Ocean, the World Heritage Site of 
Cuenca, and most of all, daily temperatures 
between 68 and 70 °F, with no humidity. 
One other great thing about Cuenca is 
that there are no mosquitoes, but I did see 
one flying a month ago! I have been very 
fortunate and have traveled the world – 
mostly Europe, Japan, Australia, and the 
Middle East, with only a few trips to South 
America, so I decided I needed to explore the 
culture of South America, and here I am.”

1948
Jack Banks submitted the two photos shown 
at the bottom of this page. The black and 
white one, taken in 1941, shows Jack Banks, 
aged 11, in his FCS school sweater (“worn 
religiously,” said Jack) with sister Jill Banks 
Barad ’57, then two years old, posing for Jack 
and Jill Magazine. The other photo was taken 
in Los Angeles in June 2014 at Jill Banks 
Barad’s birthday party. “Now I am 84, and 
Jill is 39,” says Jack, “I had outgrown my 
FCS sweater. Do they still wear them?” 

We are sad to report that Marguerite 
(Ridge) Perrone passed away on May 5, 
2014. She was very likely a first reader of the 
manuscript for Harper Lee’s “new” book. 

Clarissa W. Atkinson–author, former 
Associate Dean of Harvard Divinity School, 

and, early in her career, an employee at 
J.B. Lippincott, publishing house of To 
Kill a Mockingbird – wrote an excellent blog 
post about her experience working for Tay 
Hohoff, Harper Lee’s editor (oldestvoca-
tion.wordpress.com/2015/02/05/mocking-
bird-years/). In the comments section of 
the blog, Marguerite’s daughter Fernanda 
Perrone Marguerite, writes:

“My mother … told me the story about 
Tay Hohoff and Harper Lee. My mother 
Marguerite (née Ridge) Perrone was  
the first reader of the manuscript and  
recommended that it should be rejected! 
… an English major at Swarthmore 
College (Class of 1952), she had been 
working in publishing for about six or 
seven years when she was asked to be a 
‘first reader’ of Harper Lee’s manuscript. 
She later told the story on herself as not 
being able to recognize what became one 
of the important novels of the twentieth 
century. My mother said the manuscript 
was very long (did it arrive in a paper 
bag, a suitcase?), and seemed to cover 
Harper’s Lee’s whole life. A woman 
of the 1950s, my mother found Lee’s 
description of her first menstrual period 
particularly inappropriate!

“... my mother said that Tay Hohoff 
(Harper Lee’s editor) radically edited  
the manuscript, eliminating much  
extraneous material to make it a  
manageable length. She (Perrone)  
always felt that Miss Hohoff should have 
gotten a writing credit! I’m pretty sure 
that what my mother read included  
components of what became  
Go Set a Watchman.” 

NOTES from Friends

Share Your Alumni/ae News

Friends’ Central School encourages all alumni/ae to share news in the  
“Notes from Friends” section of Quaker Works.  Send us your photos!  
Digital and print photos are accepted. Photos will be returned upon  
request. To contribute, email communications@friendscentral.org  
or write to Editor, Quaker Works: The Magazine, Friends’ Central School, 
1101 City Avenue, Wynnewood, PA 19096. (All alumni/ae notes are edited 
for length, grammar, and content.)

Jill Banks Barad ’57 and Jack Banks ’48 in 1941 (at left) and in 2014 (at right)
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1950
John Trumper reports, “Three members 
of our class who lived in Maine – Judy 
Martin Dorsett, Bob Small, John 
Trumper, and Gardner Hendrie, from 
Massachusetts – reunited briefly last  
summer for lunch and a visit. Both John 
and Judy happen to live in the same  
retirement community in Topsham; Bob has 
now left Maine for a retirement community 
in Massachusetts; and Gardner remains in 
Southborough, MA. (I should mention that 
Carl Steins of our class, who lives in North 
Carolina, also attended via Skype, so we 
achieved better than 10% of our original 
graduating number!)”

Sue Birmingham writes, “How exciting to 
be looking forward to the Class of 1950’s 
reunion lunch and still be able to attend. 
Anne Clouser and I go all the way back 
to nursery school, but not at FCS. Anne 
assures me she’ll be at the luncheon also, 
where we hope to see others from the class.”

Marlee Turner writes, “Wish I could attend 
reunion, but I will just have gotten back from 
winter in Texas, and the start of spring in 
California, before confronting Maine’s deep 
mud season. You all have had a challenging 
winter. I enjoy traveling by Amtrak and 
Greyhound, talking with fellow travelers. 
Come visit me at my Northern Pines B and 
B in Maine this summer. Hear the loons call! 
Visit my website, norpines.com!”

1953
Frank James reports, “Dell and I have  
two granddaughters, and both are currently 
students at Swarthmore College. My father, 

(Paul Marshall James, M.D. ’24), was the 
first member of the James clan to attend 
Swarthmore. Our younger granddaughter, 
Madeline James, is number 15 in the family 
to go to there. Her older sister, Kiera,  
graduates in May and already has a job  
to go to in Binghamton, New York.

“We continue to live in Winston-Salem, 
where we have resided since 1968. We 
moved here for me to join the faculty at the 
Wake Forest School of Medicine. Our city 
is about 236,000 people and is known as 
the City of Arts and Innovation. The size is 
great, since you can become involved in the 
life of the city and feel like you make a dif-
ference. Since retiring at the end of 2000, I 
have been far from bored. Both Dell and I are 
involved with several non-profit organizations. 
Dell is an accomplished watercolor artist. Six 
years ago, we moved to a wonderful condo 
downtown and love being able to walk to so 
many places and activities. This July, I will 
become President of the Rotary of Winston-
Salem, Chair of the Board of Directors of 
Salemtowne (a continuing care retirement 
community), and President Elect of the 
Board of the Winston-Salem Symphony. 
Keeping up with all of that – plus a few 
other things, including three committees at 
the church I attend – is more that enough 
to do.

“I love going to Wake Forest University 
football, basketball, soccer, and baseball 
games and was delighted to learn that a 
couple of FCS graduates currently  
attend Wake.”  

1954
Diana Stambul Burgwyn writes, “I report 
with great sadness the death of my dear 
friend Virginia Lundgren Bortin from a 

brain hematoma on January 17. Virginia 
had a long and distinguished career  
with Los Angeles County, for which she 
originated and ran a highly successful  
summer concert series, held free-of-charge 
at a lovely outdoor setting in Marina del 
Rey. Virginia also wrote a prize-winning 
biography of composer Eleanor Remick 
Warren and helped cement her reputation 
both with live performances and recordings.”

Elizabeth Osborne reports, “I am  
preparing for an exhibition at the Michener 
Art Museum opening in late July - 
November as well as an exhibition at  
Locks Gallery in the fall.” 

1955
Allan Mackey writes, “Finally retired in 
2014; I think 60 years in the workforce is 
enough. Spending most of the winter in 
Hilton Head to escape the Vermont cold. 
Still doing presentations on the History of 
Rock ’n’ Roll. Buddy Holly lives!”

1957
Jill Banks Barad was appointed to the 
Board of Water and Power Commissioners 
by Mayor of Los Angeles Eric Garcetti, 
and was confirmed by the Los Angeles City 
Council on September 11, 2013. The Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power 
(LADWP) is the nation’s largest municipal 
utility, which provides water and power  
service to Los Angeles residents and  
businesses. LADWP is a proprietary agency 
of the City with full responsibility for meeting 
the electric and water requirements of over 
3.8 million people in Los Angeles. Her term 
will end on June 30, 2018. 

(From left) Judy Martin Dorsett ’50, Bob Small ’50, 
John Trumper ’50, and Gardner Hendrie ’50

In June 2014, 19 Hardins gathered in an old monastery in Southern 
France to celebrate the 100th birthday of Helen Hardin, mother of 
Dave Hardin ’55. She plans to attend the 60th Reunion in May!

Five generations: anticlockwise from 
top: Dave Hardin ’55, his mother, son, 
grandson, and great-grandson
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Jill is a recognized civic leader and  
businesswoman who has distinguished 
herself by demonstrated leadership and 
achievements in a wide range of activities. 
She owns her own political consulting, public 
relations, and government affairs firm,  
Jill Barad & Associates. She has provided 
consulting and management for federal, 
state, local, and judicial campaigns, as well 
as statewide and local ballot measures. She 
has taught Political Public Relations, media 
and fundraising at UCLA. She was featured 

as a top consultant 
in California Journal, 
and was profiled 
on National Public 
Radio (NPR).

Jill has a long  
list of civic  
recognitions: the 
Valley Industry 
and Commerce 
Association 
(VICA) awarded 

her the Harmon Ballin Award for outstanding 
community service; six-time finalist for the 
Fernando Award, the highest award for 
volunteerism in the San Fernando Valley; 
named “Valley Leader of the Year” by the 
San Fernando Valley Business Journal in their 
recognition of “Women Who Mean Business”; 
and awarded “The Most Inspirational Woman 
in Business” Award by California Senate and 
Assembly members. In 2010, she was honored 
by the L.A. City Council as Pioneer Woman, 
Council District 5.

Rich Ulmer ’60

This year, in his 50th year as a working person, Rich is seeing his  
company, InVitro International, at the cutting edge. 

When we buy cosmetics or creams and read that they have not been 
tested on animals, it may well be they were tested by InVitro – using plant  
proteins. The company can predict and measure potential irritants  
as well as or better than any other method. A largely unregulated field 
meant that companies could all claim success, leaving customers with 
without objective criteria for making choices. Rich believes that recent  
government regulations will revolutionize his business. With science to 
back up their claims, InVitro should rise to a new level. 

At Friends’ Central, Rich says, questions were encouraged. He learned 
that success begins with asking the question, “why?” Dorothy Brenner 
said, “If you can read a problem, you can do a problem.” For her, the 
word “read” went beyond decoding, read meant to map out, interpret 
and ask questions – the first of which should always be, “do you have a 

problem?” followed by ”why do you have a problem?” This pedagogical blend of logic and confidence served Rich well as a 
springboard at Brown University and later at Harvard Business School. 

When he graduated from Brown University and was choosing a career path, Rich’s first thought was teaching and coaching 
football, an homage to Dave Kirk, long time FCS teacher and coach. He considered other jobs at Sears and Dupont, and  
finally settled at Merck, in a management training program. He shifted to market research and just a few years later, 
found himself considering a job at Allergan in California. At the time, moving his young family across the country seemed 
like a huge risk – what if he failed? He went to his father who encouraged him to take the chance. He asked Rich, “How 
will you get out there?” When Rich replied that he planned to drive across the country, his father said, “Well I guess if you 
fail, you can get back the same way.” Encouraged by this no-nonsense support, Rich and his family moved to California, 
where he spent the next 26 years at Allergan. In 1994, he took over InVitro.

Along the way, a combination of excellent mentors and good fortune paved the way for a career that is interesting, ever 
challenging, and rewarding. For example, Rich met an ophthalmologist with an IND (investigational new drug permit) for 
a drug we now know as Botox. Convinced that the drug had vast potential to help patients, he persuaded Allergan to buy 
it, license it, and bring it to the market. 

Rich is thankful that, in addition to his career, he has a wonderful family – his wife, Bev, and their two children. From his  
spiritual life and the deep faith that sustains him, to his sense that integrity is at the core of all business success, to a 
belief in asking questions in the pursuit of knowledge – Rich says that he is, in all ways, a Friends’ Central product. 

Jill Banks Barad ’57

Rich Ulmer
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1959
Dave Branning writes, “Since our 55th 
Reunion last year, life has been great with 
friends and family. In early February, 
Elaine and I finished renovating a condo 
she acquired last year in Somers Point, NJ, 
and it is ready for sale. A real fun project, 
and we did most of the work ourselves – 
from top to bottom. The remote control 
(RC) sailing hobby in three different class 
boats takes us to Stowe, VT, Chicago, Il, 
and south to Charleston, SC, and several 
places in Florida (February), as well as our 
Mid-Atlantic area. It’s a great hobby we get 
to share with Dick and Bonnie Richards 
here in Maryland. The grandkids in 
Annapolis get to see us more, and the recent 
bowling outing proved that a seven-year-old 
can dust Gramps in duck pins. It’s lacrosse 
season in Maryland, so I’m bundling up 
for frigid sideline, cheering daughter Molly 
coaching five-year-olds. Hope all you ’59ers 
are staying healthy and frisky.”

Carolyn Jakob Knudsen writes, “I am  
preparing to retire from work in March and 
am looking forward to having more free time 
with family, friends, and exploring more art 
and creative interests. Keep in touch y’all!!”

Betsy Markland Schwartz is currently 
in Sri Lanka, volunteering for The Fuller 
Center, an organization that strives to provide 
safe, decent, and affordable housing for as 
many people around the world as possible. 

One of a team of nine women and three 
men, ranging in age from 65 to 75, Betsy 
has been sending regular updates about the 
experience, including the following:

“Our group is lodged in a nice hotel in Mt 
Lavinia, a block from the beach. We have 
our breakfast and dinner in the hotel’s 
restaurant, which is located on the lovely 
beach. It is quite pleasant in the early  
morning, when we eat at 7. You can see 
the capital city of Colombo in the distance. 
The fruit for breakfast is divine: jack fruit, 
pineapple, papaya, watermelon, and small 
sweet bananas!

“...We were divided into two groups of six 
each and driven to two different houses for 
work. The homeowner of the house where  
I was working is named Marci. She has  
two adult sons and a daughter who live on 
the same property. She also has one little  
four-year-old granddaughter living there. 
Marci earns a modest salary as a house 
keeper for a semi-wealthy family.

“...Our job today was mostly moving big 
piles of cement blocks from the street to the 
building site. The blocks are quite heavy! I 
feel very well prepared for this work from 
my several months of working together 
with Janet and our personal trainer, Joan. 
(Thank you, Joan, for making me work so 
hard! I am the strongest woman here!) The 
temperature is about 90°F and very humid! 
We all sweat profusely and are very ready 
when 4 pm comes and it is time to quit, go 
to the hotel, and have a shower! Dinner 
at 7 pm on the beach, then a nice long rest 
before time to get up again and go to work! 
It’s the best!”

1960
Bob Levin reports, “I have finally joined 
the 21st century with my website,  
theboblevin.com. Friends, non-friends, 
and the merely curious are invited to drop 
by, read my blogs (in some of which FCS 
memories are mentioned), and BUY ME 
BOOKS for only significantly more than 
Amazon will charge you, but with a personal 
autograph in my own handwriting.”

Bruce Babcock entitles his Class Note, 
“My ‘Good-Life’ as a Pin Ball” and reports, 
“Lois and I spend much of our time traveling 
to and from our children’s home cities of 
Cleveland, OH (Sally & Molly), Lancaster, 
PA (Cynthia), and Los Angeles (Andrew). 
Two grandchildren in Cleveland (Sally’s 
Stella, 3, and Kat, 2) and two in Lancaster 
(Cynthia’s Xander, 10, and Ava, 7) provide 
many of ‘Life’s Events’ for us to attend. 
Additionally, I plan/coordinate/facilitate 

family get-togethers during the Holidays 
and at the beach (my favorite). This year’s 
summer plan is Andrew and fiancé Dani’s 
wedding in June. I admit I have NOT done 
much to make this a reality.

“About seven years ago, I found a solution  
to the grey Indiana winter months by  
volunteering with AARP to complete free 
tax returns at a local library. The ‘clients’ are 
appreciative, and the tax ‘puzzles’ are fun.

“I have continued my musical journey, 
adding harmonica and mandolin to my 11 
years of weekly guitar lessons. For the past 
eight years, I have attended Guitar Week 
at Warren Wilson College in Asheville, 

Carolyn Jakob Knudsen ’59

Betsy Markland Schwartz ’59 in Sri Lanka (at top) 
with Marci, whose home she is working on, and  
(at bottom) in action on the construction site 

Bruce Babcock ’60 performing with his band at 
the Carmel, IN, Porch Fest event
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NC. And I attended a weeklong harmonica 
camp in Clarkesdale, MS, in the heart of 
the Delta Blues country. Our local ‘band,’ 
formed five years ago, continues – although 
the members have changed. We have 
dabbled with professionally recording about 
a dozen songs – some good, some not so 
good. But it is part of the journey. We’ve 
played ‘out’ in several local venues, but we 
mostly gather monthly and play for our 
own amusement. Our latest gig was at the 
Carmel, IN, Porch Fest event in September.  

“Lois gained her third college degree 
- this one in Art History from Indiana 
University’s Herron School of Art & Design 
this May. Her experience provided me an 
unexpected appreciation for fine art. The 
rub-off from visiting art museums in St 

Louis, Indianapolis, Chicago, Cleveland, 
Columbus, Louisville, and Los Angeles  
generated my own appreciation for  
talented expressions in a variety of media. 
I shouldn’t be so surprised, because I spent 
more than a few hours in museums in Paris 
on many business trips to France.

Lois and I plan a Northern European 
trip this fall to visit a few art treasures in 
Bruges, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Brussels, 
and Ghent.”

Daniel Jones writes, “Enjoying retirement, 
although busier than ever with volunteer 
commitments. Anita and I still reside in the 
beautiful Hudson Valley and love all that it 
offers – great food, wonderful music, and 
beautiful areas to hike and explore.”

1964
Shellie Curcio Karabell is living in Paris, 
France, in “retirement” and, when not in 
museums or concerts or attending lectures 
on French history, she is writing a blog on 
leadership for Forbes.com which you can 
access at forbes.com/sites/shelliekarabell.

John Witherspoon writes, “It is with  
sadness that we note the passing of Rich 
Fetter in August 2014. Rich was a friend to 
many and a longtime supporter of FCS.”

Martin Crabtree writes, “I’m awfully  
sorry I wasn’t able to attend the 50th 
Reunion last year. This was due to high 
blood pressure and other medical reasons. 

Carol Cooper ’70

In the 1970 yearbook, classmates and friends of Carol  
Cooper ’70 describe her by saying, “all those hours spent helping 
the underprivileged … to Carry, our Buddy, who always brightens  
our day with that never-ending smile.” Today, Carry is still 
helping others, and she continues to capture the hearts of those 
around her with her bright smile. 

After graduating from Friends’ Central, Carry received her BA 
from Brown University and then moved to Sweden, where she 
has lived since 1976. She received her MSW from Gothenburg 
(GBG) University School of Social Work, she then studied  
psychotherapy at the Institute of Family Therapy (GBG), and  
later traumatology at the Nordic School of Public Health (GBG). 
While finishing her graduate studies, Carry began working in 
psychiatry – first counseling alcoholics and abused women,  
and later as a trauma rehabilitation counselor with survivors of 
war and torture. The patients, mostly refugees, included aging 
Holocaust survivors. Carry also became part of the Swedish 
team for Steven Spielberg’s Shoah Project; she was responsible 
for counseling the participating Holocaust survivors, as well as the interviewers. Carry has also lectured on human rights  
and the death penalty, and she has served as District Chair of Amnesty International. 

The desire to make a difference in the world was instilled in Carry from a young age – both at home and at school.  
Carry’s mother was born a Quaker; her father became a “convinced Quaker” as an adult. They shared a deep commitment  
to civil action and civil rights. Carry remembers that they “were co-founders of Main Line Fair Housing, working very hard 
to get housing and schools integrated.” Carry and her siblings (Douglas ’71, Chip ’74, Libby ’77, and Kate, Baldwin ’83) were 
raised, she says, “to do something meaningful. My parents brought us up that way, being Quakers and activists themselves. 
The idea of doing something meaningful, of giving back and participating in a wider community, was also very much a part of 
the FCS curriculum.”

Even though she is now retired from counseling, Carry is still very active with Amnesty and also with Democrats Abroad, where she 
has served as Chapter Chair since 2007.

Carry has some sound advice for seniors at Friends’ Central: “Keep your options open, but follow your heart. Younger generations 
are so focused on work and finding a job instead of discovering what they’d like to do. Don’t shut any doors too soon.” 

Carry has maintained contact with many classmates, more recently via Facebook. She says, “I’ve been keeping in touch with some 
of my closest FCS friends on our very active Facebook group. We discovered even more classmates recently, when we did a new 
search. We’ve found people we haven’t been in touch with in years!” She and many of her classmates are now looking forward to 
seeing each other at their 45th Reunion in May.

Carol Cooper
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John Witherspoon kindly sent me the 
DVD with the photos of the Reunion, and 
I enjoyed looking at them. My health is, 
fortunately, improving, and I am learning a 
great deal – especially in the spiritual realm, 
by going through these health problems. 
For instance, I’m learning to be far more 
thankful for what I have received in my life 
and what I am still receiving. I seem to be 
more on the receiving end, at least for now, 
than on the giving side. Friends’ Central 
and my classmates and teachers, were, of 
course, very meaningful to me at the time 
and even now. 

“I returned to Switzerland for good in 1975 
and married my Swiss wife in 1976, who 
I met on a research visit to Switzerland 
(German literature) in 1973. From her, I 
have learned to live a fairly simple life.  
We live well and comfortably without  
ever having owned a TV-set or a car.  
We don’t have any children, which provides 
for a comparatively ‘easy’ life. I enjoyed 
teaching English and (to exchange students) 
German at the local high school. Now, I am 
retired but still serve in supervising certain 
exams on Saturday mornings about once a 
month. On the side, I visit elderly people  
on special birthdays for the church and 
practice German with a former refugee from 
Turkey in the neighboring village. He was 
tortured in prison for being friendly to the 
Kurds. His wife and daughter had to spend 
their time in prison as well, from where the 
daughter attended school. Now he is 55 
years old and, five years after his arrival 
here, was able to get his wife and daughter 
over here. So now I hope that everybody 
who reads this is well and happy and has a 
positive outlook on life!”

1965
Rick Burgess reports, “This month, I was 
elected President of the American Clinical 
Magnetoencephalography Society, and last 
month, gave the plenary address at the 38th 
Annual Meeting of Epilepsy Surgery Society 
of Japan. We have been travelling fairly 
extensively, mixing lectures with leisure – 
most recently, to Istanbul, St Petersburg, and 
Mexico – and we’ve been enjoying the next 
generation. Grandchildren are the best!”

1973
Penny Levin writes, “We are thrilled that 
our older daughter, Sarina, was recently 

Eileen Flanagan ’80 

On March 3, 2015, author, public speaker, and activist 
Eileen Flanagan released her third book, Renewable: 
One Woman’s Search for Simplicity, Faithfulness, and 
Hope. Endorsed by author and environmentalist Bill 
McKibben, the memoir describes Eileen’s journey 
from a feeling of despair about climate change and  
a general sense that she wasn’t living up to her  
potential to finding the courage to change her life 
and make a difference through action. Coincidentally, 
the afternoon before the book launch, her organization 
Earth Quaker Action Team – a grassroots, nonviolent 
social action group founded by Quakers – won a 
hard-earned victory against PNC Bank, who agreed 
to phase out its financing of mountaintop coal mining 
in Appalachia. 

Eileen, who is currently clerk of the board of Earth Quaker Action Team (EQAT –
pronounced “equate”), described the PNC success as a “David and Goliath Story.” 
“EQAT has an annual budget of $100,000; we don’t even have a full-time staff 
person, we don’t have an office. And we moved a bank that netted $4.2 billion last 
year.” It took five years, over 125 “actions,” and the involvement of Friends around 
the country, to get PNC to reverse its stance, explained Eileen. Eileen joined EQAT 
in 2011, having come across one of their protests at the Philadelphia Flower Show 
that year.

Raised a Roman Catholic, Eileen credits Friends’ Central with introducing her 
to Quakerism. Her other “big debt,” as she put it, to Friends’ Central is that she 
learned how to write there (“the gift that keeps on giving”), with teachers who 
encouraged critical thinking. Her FCS chemistry teacher, Mac Given, beloved by 
many students, took her and other students to her first protest – an anti-nuclear 
demonstration. Given was also her advisor for Outing Club, of which she became 
president. Hiking with the Outing Club brought the love of nature she already felt 
to a new level, she said.

After an undergraduate degree in Comparative Area Studies at Duke, Eileen spent 
two and a half years teaching English as a Peace Corps volunteer in a village in 
Botswana. The experience of village life and the friendships she made with the 
people of the village opened her eyes. “It made me realize how little I needed to be 
happy,” she said. Those ongoing connections have also given her a firsthand view 
of the impact of climate change and an awareness that the people most affected 
by it are often the people least responsible for it.

Returning from Botswana, she earned an MA in 
African Studies from Yale, but decided to become a 
freelance writer instead of an academic. Along with 
the three books she has published, she writes for 
a wide range of national publications and speaks 
at conferences, colleges, and religious gatherings. 
Her new book, Renewable (now available on Amazon), 
explores the questions that many people ask 
themselves at midlife, as well as the journey that 
brought her hope working with EQAT. “That’s what 
the book is about – moving to this place of hope,” 
she said.

Clearly, her career and life have been rich and  
varied so far. Based in Philadelphia, She is a 
mother of two children – one a current FCS student.

Visit Eileen’s website (eileenflanagan.com) to read 
more about Eileen, her activism, her books, and  
her philosophy.

Eileen’s new book, released  
in March 2015

Eileen Flanagan
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married to her college sweetheart, Josh 
Asher. Professionally, I’ve begun doing 
more aviation safety and health and fitness 
work and have recently been featured  
on YahooHealth. It is never too late to  
re-invent ourselves!”

1980
Eileen Flanagan reports, “I’ve just  
published my third book, Renewable: One 
Woman’s Search for Simplicity, Faithfulness, 
and Hope, which is the story of how a nice 

Quaker girl like me ended up committing 
civil disobedience over climate change. I 
serve as clerk of Earth Quaker Action Team 
and live in Philadelphia with my husband 
and two teenagers, one of whom attends 
Friends’ Central.” (Read more about Eileen in 
her Alumna Profile on facing page.) 

Joshua Klein reports, “I was recently 
elected secretary for the Pennsylvania 
Apartment Association – East, after  
four years as co-chairman of the group’s 
legislative committee. I was also named 

to the Chairman’s Council for the Mann 
Center for the Performing Arts.”

1988
Sonya Sklaroff had an exhibition titled  
New York: Inside and Out from March 8 -  
April 6, 2015, in Galerie Anagama, 
Versailles, France.

1989
Rachel Schwartz reports, “I am enjoying 
the success of my new business, Rachel 
Schwartz Design, LLC. It is amazing to 
do what I love and very exciting to help 
people transform their homes in ways 
they never thought were possible. Visit 
RachelSchwartzDesign.com.”

1990
Emily Bernstein writes, “I am a  
psychiatrist living in Wayne, PA with  
my husband and four kids.”

1995
Jared Grove established the Grove Minting 
Company. His organization specializes in 
the production of commemorative medals 
and tokens, released annually, showcasing 
coinage designs throughout American and 

Painting by Sherry McVickar ’70 (barnlady.net). Sherry writes, “BARN PORTRAITS RIDES AGAIN!”

Rick Burgess ’65 and his wife, Margaret, on the boardwalk in Cape May with grandchildren  
Richard and Paige Burgess

Jared Grove ’95 with some of his commemorative 
medals, taken in the FCS Main Building
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European history. As an avid coin collector 
with a degree in computer engineering, 
Jared enjoys combining aspects of these 
two disciplines and has been featured in 
industry publications such as Numismatic 
News and Coin World magazine.

1996
Gabby Duno Turner writes, “Boy, it’s been 
a while since I sent an update to FCS! After 

going to Stanford for undergrad, I settled in 
the Bay Area. I’m about to mark 10 years 
working for StubHub, and I live in SF with 
my husband and one-year-old son, Ellis. I 
still root hard for all my Philly teams!”

1997
AnnMarie Polsenberg Thomas’ book 
Making Makers: Kids, Tools, and the Future 
of Innovation has been released by Maker 

Media. The book looks at the childhoods of 
numerous innovators and the role that the 
Maker Movement can play in creating the 
next generation of problem solvers.

1999
Margot Conrad and Anne Leopold were 
married at Chanteclaire Farm on October 
12, 2014 in Friendsville, Maryland. 

Vincent Feldman ’85

As teacher and photographer Vincent Feldman thinks back on his time at Friends’ 
Central, he realizes things weren’t always easy. “I really had to struggle. I have 
pretty bad dyslexia and had trouble with memorizing and coding or decoding 
things.” He was thankful for teachers like Bill Belt who “could understand my 
difficulties with reading and writing but also my love for letters. I appreciate and 
enjoy the written word, but I have a difficult time with it….I think that handicap 
heightened my powers of observation and strengthened my way to communicate 
through the camera.”

“I felt that I was very fortunate to go to Friends’ Central. I had teachers who knew 
who I was and sincerely cared for me as a person and as a student.”

Vince had experimented with taking pictures before attending FCS, but former 
teacher Bob Emory really taught him photography “from the ground level up,” 
including producing his own prints in the darkroom. “I think I took a photography 
course every year, so by the time I got to college, my chops were really good, 
which gave me a big boost.”

Vince’s passion for art – both performing and visual – fueled his path from the streets of Philadelphia to touring across Europe and back 
again. He was involved in a punk rock band in high school and in his early college years. He eventually joined as roadie for the 90’s  
post-hardcore band Shutter to Think. After a tour with the band in Europe, he decided to explore Europe’s historical architecture.

While backpacking across the continent and photographing his journey, he developed a historical appreciation and “a sense  
of how Europeans cared for their history” through their historical buildings. He had the experience of seeing young people  
organically repossessing unused buildings and turning them into new community centers. Months later, and with a suitcase full 

of undeveloped film, he decided it was time to return to Philadelphia.

His time in Europe made him see the city in a new light. “I was just shocked 
by the waste of abandoned buildings and infrastructure...I could see  
buildings with a certain type of empathy about the loss of their resource.”  
He went about documenting what he described as the story of Philadelphia 
as told by its buildings, which later formed the basis for City Abandoned: 
Charting the Loss of Civic Institutions in Philadelphia. He described his photos 
as “portraits of public buildings as witnesses that would testify to their  
condition and to what happened to them.”

Vince has been teaching at Philadelphia’s University of the Arts since 2005, 
splitting his time between his own work and his passion for teaching analog 
photography. He notes the impact the process of seeing photos come to life 
in the darkroom can have on students. “It’s magical in the way that you can 
observe it in front of your eyes.” He values his connection with students and 
the opportunity to blend history and art education. “You can take an accounting 
major and turn him/her into an art major with a photography class.”

Vince will be on campus to talk about his book prior to Reunion on May 7  
at 7:30 pm. He is also being given Special Recognition Awards by the  
Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia and the American Institute  
of Architecture for his body of work, and in particular, for his book  
City Abandoned: Charting the Loss of Civic Institutions. 

Vincent Feldman (photo by Jeff Hurwitz)

Adath Jeshurun Synagogue, 2002
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2000
Tara Kolar Ramchandani writes,  
“I’m still in Washington, DC, working  
as a civil-rights lawyer. My cases focus on  
housing discrimination, lending discrimination 
related to home mortgages and student 
loans to attend for-profit schools, public 
accommodations, and employment  
discrimination. I’m also an adjunct  
professor at the University of Michigan 
Law School this semester, teaching a fair 
housing practicum course. Outside of work, 
family occupies much of my time. Chiraag 
(my husband) and I have a two-year-old 
daughter, Roopa. She is a typical two-year-

old – full of awe, enthusiasm, and many 
strong emotions, and I try to remind myself 
during tantrums that, long-term, I want her 
to be a strong, determined, and independent 
woman. We are loving watching her grow 
up as a DC girl. Roopa’s current fascinations 
include the Washington Monument and 
asking whether Barack Obama is inside 
working at the White House. In the past 
few years, many of my FCS classmates have 
ventured into parenthood as well, so it has 
been an amazing source of support to share 

both the joys and woes with them.” (Read 
more about Tara in her full Alumna Profile on 
page 35.)

2003
Suzanne Straus is graduating with an MD 
from Jefferson Medical College in May 
2015 and planning to pursue her residency 
in emergency medicine.

2004
Richard Pompetti and Emma Pompetti are 
proud to announce the birth of their first 
child, Brock McComb Pompetti. He was 
born on January 10, 2015 in San Francisco, 

Paintings by Sonya Sklaroff ’88 from her recent exhibition.

The wedding of Margot Conrad ’99 and Anne Leopold. (Back row, from left) Rachel Silliman Cohen ’99, 
Emily Bosk ’99, Ben Fogel ’99, Defne Amado ’99, Genny Gonzalez-Turner ’99 and husband Jon Cohen 
behind her, Pablo Leon (Janet’s fiancé) and Reza Madani ’99; (front row, from left) Will Carroll (Callie’s 
husband), Callie Lytton Carroll ’99, Margot Conrad, Anne Leopold, and Janet Kang ’99

Gabby Duno Turner ’96 at home in San Francisco 
with her husband and son, Ellis

Making Makers, the new book by AnnMarie  
Polsenberg Thomas ’97
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California. Jane Pompetti (FCS Lower 
School teacher) had a wonderful visit with 
her first grandchild soon after. Richard is 
looking forward to bringing Brock to  
campus sometime this year.

2005
Anna Raff Miller married Zachary Miller 
in the summer of 2013. She is currently a 
doctoral candidate in the NYU department 
of French, writing a dissertation on  
Bernard-Marie Koltès, a contemporary 
French playwright.

Kate Fussner reports, “I’m an English 
teacher at the Dever-McCormack Middle 
School in Boston, MA. Last year, I helped 
to start one of the first Gay-Straight 
Alliances for a Boston public middle school. 
I also work as the school librarian during 
our extended day. Last summer, I married 

Eileen Farnon ’90 

Infectious Disease Specialist Dr. Eileen Farnon ’90 has been in the national news 
lately and not for the first time. Her unique knowledge of the Ebola virus has 
proved invaluable both at home and internationally – particularly over the past 
year, with the Ebola outbreak in West Africa. In August 2014, The TODAY Show 
brought her into the studio for her perspective on the disease.

From early in her medical training, Eileen knew that her particular interest lay in 
the interaction of disease, society, and the environment. Growing up during the 
AIDS epidemic, she explained, she became aware of the societal response and 
implications that came with that disease.   

As a student at Friends’ Central, Eileen particularly enjoyed science and music, 
and she formed close bonds with teachers of both. Biology teacher at the time, 
Erik Lamberth encouraged her to apply to Haverford College, with its focus on 
molecular and cellular biology. After graduating with a degree in Biology from 
Haverford, Eileen went on to acquire a medical degree from Temple University 
in 2000. She completed her internal medicine residency at Temple University Hospital and a fellowship in infectious diseases 
at Emory University. She then joined the CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) two-year training program in the Arboviral 
Diseases Branch in Fort Collins, Colorado, where she received hands-on training in applied epidemiology. 

Eileen stayed on as a Medical Epidemiologist at the CDC, in the Viral Special Pathogens Branch based in Atlanta, where the  
focus was on “high hazard virus” disease outbreaks. Working as part of a team with lab specialists, behavioral scientists, and 
communications specialists, she responded to numerous international and domestic outbreaks. Her work took her to Uganda in 
2007, where there was outbreak of Marburg hemorrhagic fever, and to the Democratic Republic of Congo, in the fall of the same 
year, for an Ebola outbreak.

In January 2014, Eileen left the CDC and was appointed Associate Professor of Medicine in the Department of Infectious  
Diseases at Temple University, where she enjoys teaching trainees in the same field, while continuing to see patients.

In September and October of 2014, supported by Temple, Eileen took some time away from her current job to volunteer in  
Liberia with the World Health Organization. Based in the regional office in Monrovia, she worked on evaluating the Ebola  
treatment units, and she traveled to various units in the country. She focused on how patients were being treated and the  
infection control procedures that were in place. As with other such outbreaks, Eileen explained, a large part of the response is 
coordinating the different interdisciplinary teams so that they work effectively as a whole.

When asked the obvious question about how she protects herself from a 
highly contagious and dangerous disease such as Ebola – particularly on  
her recent trip to Liberia – she stressed how important it is to her not to 
frighten the people she is trying to help by appearing, without warning, in full 
protective gear, which can be quite intimidating and highly impersonal. At 
the same time, she always takes the necessary precautions, avoiding direct 
contact with an infected person, interviewing suspected patients at distance 
of three feet, and wearing protective gear when she is going to be in direct 
contact with a patient.

“I enjoy working internationally,” said Eileen, “It gives me an insight  
into other cultures. It’s a privilege to do so in the fields of medicine and 
public health.” Since returning to her job at Temple, she has maintained her 
academic interest in tropical and travel medicine, and she sees patients with 
travel-related conditions. She remains an active presenter and researcher, 
with numerous medical publications to her credit.

Eileen with community health workers and other  
members of the Ebola Task Force in Liberia, at a school in 
Margibi County, Liberia, where a family was quarantined 
after exposure to a family member who had died of Ebola

Eileen Farnon  
in Liberia 
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my Vassar College girlfriend, Clare Ciervo, 
at the Codman Estate in Lincoln, MA,  
surrounded by family and friends (including 
FCS friends!), and officiated by mentor and 
friend, Al Vernacchio.”

2007
President Aronson (Samuel Aronson)  
is happy to report that he is loving life in  
center city Philadelphia and hard at work at 
a new job that has him reporting directly to 
the Mayor! Sam is spearheading several new 
developments in the city, some of which 

may not come to fruition for several years, 
and many of which involve tunnels. It is 
hard work but very exciting and, one day, 
hopefully rewarding for all. “If you’re ever 
near City Hall come say ‘hi!’”

Jason Goodman writes, “I’m currently 
on the 50th anniversary walk from Selma 
to Montgomery. I was selected by the 
National Park Service as one of 70 youth 
from throughout the nation to march the 54 
miles, along with about 100 other community 
folks. I was wearing my FCS sweatshirt 
yesterday, and there happens to be an AFS 

family here! The AFS librarian brought her 
two children and husband. I got a picture 
with her daughter, a ninth grader at AFS.  
I absolutely credit my time at FCS for 
instilling in me the values and determination 
for social justice advocacy.”

2006
Liz Lundy recently joined the Consumer 
Insights team at Netflix and is working on 
all the Netflix Original Series. Based in Los 
Angeles, she looks forward to connecting 
with any other alums in the area!

Name tags from Reunion 2014
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2008
Daniel Fedder traveled to Patagonia with 
Sam Propper and visited Lindsey Elkin 
in Cape Town, before moving out to San 
Francisco for a new job in the spring.

2010
Last year, Benjamin Melman founded 
Booksmart (www.booksmart.it), a concert-

booking platform that “...helps maximize 
revenue, reduce expenses, and keep touring 
artists, booking agents, managers, and  
promotors up-to-speed in real time.” 
(from Drexel University School of 
Entrepreneurship’s article, “Disrupting the 
Music Industry with Booksmart Founder 
Ben Melman.”) The company, having been 
built and beta tested over the past year, 
launched in January 2015.

“Today, Booksmart has 60 artists signed 
up, including 40 beta testers. Among the 
early adopters are the tour managers for 2 
Chainz, Capital Cities and Dada Life. And 
this is just the beginning. Melman plans a 
tiered launch for his platform — a launch 
that will meet and add value for all stake-
holders in the concert-booking industry.”

2011
Rachel Weissman writes, “I am  
co-president of the Waltham Group.  
I lead this umbrella community service 
organization, which includes 20 different 
programs led by 80 student coordinators 
who oversee 800 volunteers who complete 
55,000 hours of service a year. We are the 
largest student run organization on campus, 
and I am so proud of all of the amazing 
accomplishments all of my coordinators 
have achieved so far this year 

“I also run the blood drive, a position I took 
on as a freshman. My committee and I are 
in the process of planning our second annual 
Boston strong memorial blood drive. 

“I graduated FCS in 2011, and I am  
graduating from Brandeis University this 
May, double majoring in Health Policy and 
Biology and double minoring in Chemistry 
and Sculpture.”

Richard Pompetti ’04 with his wife, Emma, and their baby son, Brock (see note on page 31)

Jason Goodman ’07 with an AFS student at the 
50th anniversary walk from Selma to Montgomery

Rachel Weissman ’11 (at top, on left) with  
co-president (of the Waltham Group) and their 
advisor; (at bottom) members of the Group 

Kate Fussner ’05 (at right) married Clare Ciervo 
last summer
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Tara Kolar Ramchandani ’00

As a young lawyer interviewing for an associate 
position, Tara was asked what made her want 
to do public service. She answered that the 
ethos of a Friends’ Central education is that 
service is central to one’s obligation as a  
citizen of the world. It is no surprise that  
Relman, Dane & Colfax PLLC, a civil rights 
litigation firm based in Washington, D.C.,  
hired her for the position. She has been at  
the firm since 2008. Focusing on issues  
close to our national consciousness, Tara’s 
docket includes cases involving fair housing, 
predatory lending practices in for-profit  
educational institutions, public accommodations, 
employment discrimination, and disability 
discrimination. Her focus in recent months has 
been on a mortgage lending discrimination  
case in New York, in which she represents 
eight plaintiffs against a bank that targeted a 
predatory mortgage product at borrowers  
living in minority neighborhoods, which  
predictably resulted in foreclosure and the 
loss of equity in her clients’ homes. Prior to 
joining Relman, Dane & Colfax, Tara was a  
law clerk for the Honorable Algenon L.  
Marbley of the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Ohio.  

An international relations major at Brown University, Tara studied in Venezuela, later returning for six months to work on  
micro-financing for women. Professionally, she initially thought that she would focus on issues like asylum and immigration  
but found, through summer experiences while at Harvard Law School, that these topics took her too far from the people she  
was trying to help. During her first summer of law school, Tara worked in Jackson, Mississippi. She was assigned to a case  
involving a 12-year-old African American boy accused of driving a getaway car following a capital crime. The defendant’s case  
had been suffering from lack of legal attention and expertise and was resolved relatively easily – an incredible introduction to  
the impact a lawyer can have. The community of people involved in civil rights work in Mississippi was close and supportive,  
but the experience of working in the American South was nonetheless jarring. Neither, black nor white, Tara didn’t fit easily into 
Mississippi’s cultural expectations. 

Parenting their daughter, Roopa, and traveling often for work, Tara and her husband Chiraag Bains live busy lives based in  
Washington, D.C. She reflects with admiration on her friends from FCS, many of whom are also working in the public interest.  
An FCS “lifer,” Tara said that it was hard to leave this tight-knit community, but that she had been well prepared by her Friends’ 
Central teachers. Knowing how to ask questions, write papers, and most importantly, how to think critically were essential skills 
she carried forward. Even now, Tara says it is difficult to separate who she is from Friends’ Central. Wherever she goes, she  
looks to build a community of people invested in one another and in the wider world. Wherever she is, Tara says she is grateful, 
both for her time at FCS, and for the knowledge that there is a school working to make the world a more just place to live.

Tara with her husband, Chiraag,  
and daughter, Roopa

Nan Baker Wertman ’34

Elizabeth Kelly Evans ’35

Emily Edgerton Gladstone ’36

Faith Slevin Quillen ’38

Frederick Eissler ’39

Margaret Fisher White ’40

Norman Robinson ’46

William Ravdin ’46

Richard Fussell ’47

Marguerite Ridge Perrone ’48

Barry Reimenschneider ’48

Carl Reichert ’49

David Ellis ’51

Dorothy Lieberman Grant ’53

Anne Trautwein Patlovich ’53

Virginia Lundgren Bortin ’54

George Hudock ’55

Richard Fetter ’64

Jean Class Sattin ’65

Carolyn Ulmer Gorman ’66

Nancy Alessandroni Carolan ’68

Albert Campbell ’70

Sher Kung ’01

In Memoriam 
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The FCS archives contain a 
wealth of historical material, 
including documents, artifacts, 
clothing, and photos from our 

past. Deeds from the 18th century, student 
ledgers from 1845, yearbooks from 1893, 
diplomas from 1874, and class photos 
dating from 1880 are among some of the 
fascinating items in our collection.  
 Archives are more than a repository of 
relics from the past; they inform us about 
our history, and they should and do help 
us to understand our present. They shaped 
who we are today.  

 In the hopes of enriching our  
understanding, the final weeks of December 
saw the installation of a new display board 
in Shallcross Hall. Exhibits from our 
archives are being featured throughout the 
year. Each has an organizing theme, exploring 
some aspect of Friends’ Central School.   
 The current exhibit’s theme is “Striving 
to live out the integrity we profess.”  
We certainly aspire to the goal of living, 
teaching, and learning with integrity. That 
goal is sometimes difficult to achieve, as 
we all know – hence the “striving.”  
Sometimes we fall short; sometimes we 
rise to our witness. 
 From the very beginning, FCS 
admitted both girls and boys, as well as 
accepting children from non-Quaker 
homes. However, admission was not open 
to African-American students until the 
mid 20th century, nor was FCS always a 

welcoming environment for openly GLBT 
students or faculty. 
 Our first display explores these two  
issues and the ways in which the School has 
worked toward being true to our ideals.  
 On the left panel of the exhibit are 
some documents relating to the eventual 
admission of African American students. 
Richard McFeely, Head of School from 
1945 to 1948, was the prime mover in this 
regard. He was deeply troubled by our 
discriminatory admission policy and took 
steps to bring us closer to that integrity 
we professed. An avid athlete, he was a 

student at Swarthmore College when he 
was struck with polio. He recuperated at 
Warm Springs, Georgia where he met and 
became friends with Franklin Roosevelt. 
“Two of the most valuable lessons of my 
life grew out of this crippling attack,” he 
later wrote. “My mother taught me that 
no one ever finds life worth living. One 
always has to make it worth living. I have 
found the answer in the attitudes we hold 
and the quality of our spirit; not outward 
circumstances.”  
 Out of the centeredness of that deeply 
humane man came a letter to the FCS 
community explaining his evolution on 
open admissions, excerpts of which were 
on display in Shallcross. There is also 
an excerpt from his presentation to the 
faculty in 1948, followed by minutes of the 
subsequent discussion as to how best to 
proceed. It was not an easy discussion, and 

the language is very much of its time. The 
record also shows that FCS was hardly 
a leader in efforts to open admissions 
to African Americans – a sobering fact. 
But then, history is not supposed to be a 
gloss on the past, it searches the past for 
truth. Richard McFeely had the integrity 
to change us. He is a name we should all 
know. All who have been a part of our 
history have made us the School we are 
today, but surely he deserves a singular 
place in that history.  
 The first African American students 
were admitted in 1949, and the display 

features Sylvia Hill ’53, the first African 
American to graduate. She went on to be 
the director of the National Museum of 
African American Art in Washington, D.C.   
 On display in the right panel are  
some materials marking the founding and 
presence of our Gay-Straight Alliance 
(GSA) – another example of FCS “striving 
to live out our integrity.” 1998 was the 
year the GSA was founded, and it has 
been a crucial part of our community’s life. 
The picture included in the exhibit is of 
seniors from the Class of 2009 at the GSA 
dance from that year.  
 The archives help us to celebrate in an 
honest and transparent way who we are.
 Alumni/ae celebrating your Reunion 
this year, we invite you to come and take 
a look when you’re on campus in May. As 
we ponder aspects of our past, it should 
make us proud of our present. QW

FCS DISCOVERED

BY JIM DAVIS

Striving to Live  
Out the Integrity  

We Profess 

As we ponder aspects of our past,  
it should make us proud of our present. 
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Annual gifts to the Friends’ Central Fund stretch farther and affect more of the 
Friends’ Central community than any other fundraising effort. The money is put into 
immediate use for faculty salaries and retirement, student programs, and financial aid.

Honor your FCS experience with your own tradition of giving.  
Make a gift this year and support current students  

and faculty at Friends’ Central. 

Contact Director of Annual Giving Kim Emmons-Benjet at  
kbenjet@friendscentral.org or 610.645.4499 for more information,  

or visit www.friendscentral.org/giving to give online.

Giving is at the heart of 

For more than 160 years, Friends’ Central School  
has benefited from a strong tradition of giving.



VINCENT D. FELDMAN ’85
 

Join us for a talk with

Vincent, a lifelong resident of Philadelphia, has been  
photographing architecture and the urban landscape for 
three decades. In the early 1990s, his work began to focus 
on the conflicts and questions that often surround historic 
buildings in Philadelphia. 

Read more about Vincent in his Alumni Profile on page 30 of this Magazine.

Thursday, May 7  
7:30 pm • Shallcross Hall

Come hear Vincent talk about his book, City Abandoned: 
Charting the Loss of Civic Institutions in Philadelphia

1101 City Avenue
Wynnewood, PA 19096-3418
www.friendscentral.org

 (photo by Jeff Hurwitz)




