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UPPER SCHOOL MATH TEAM TRIUMPH
In January, the team of Samuel Weiss ’17, Junyan Ge ’17, Jiwei Cheng ’17, and Dashiell 
Halpern ’16 took home a National Finalist award in the Consortium for Mathematics 
and its Applications (COMAP) 18th Annual High School Mathematical Modeling Contest 
(HiMCM), placing them in the top 2% of 719 teams competing from around the world.

The team selected the challenge of analyzing crime data from a fictitious city called 
“My City” and creating a safety rating for the city and an accompanying non-technical 
report on their findings. They were notified in January that their 17-page document 
was one of only seven to earn the distinction of National Finalist.

2016 DISTINGUISHED VISITING SCIENTIST
David Reich, Harvard Professor of Genetics 
April 13, 2016
Friends’ Central welcomed David Reich, Harvard University geneticist and population 
genomic researcher, as this year’s Distinguished Visiting Scientist. Reich’s lecture was 
entitled “Ancient DNA and the New Science of the Human Past.”

FCS HOSTS HEADS 
OF QUAKER 
SCHOOLS
In October, Friends’ Central hosted a 
Friends Council on Education event that 
welcomed hundreds of educators and 
heads of schools from Quaker schools 
around the country. 

Pictured below are Head of School Craig Sellers 
and Juan Jewell ‘68, Director of Studies at Paideia 
School in Atlanta, who just celebrated 50 years in 
Quaker education. 

RENFREW ART
FCS was proud to host an art exhibition 
and gallery talk sponsored by The Renfrew 
Center in February. The artwork was 
created by young adults recovering from 
eating disorders and offered an in-depth 
look at the journey from eating disorders 
to recovery. Renfrew art therapist and FCS 
alumna Sondra Rosenberg ’97, ATR-BC, 
was on hand to talk about the inner lives of 
those who struggle with an eating disorder 
and the intricacy of the healing process.

(From left) Samuel Weiss ’17, Junyan Ge ’17, Jiwei Cheng ’17 ,  
and Dashiell Halpern ’16
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NOTES from Friends

Share Your Alumni/ae News

Friends’ Central School encourages all alumni/ae to share news in the  
“Notes from Friends” section of Quaker Works. Send us your photos!  
Digital and print photos are accepted. Photos will be returned upon  
request. To contribute, email communications@friendscentral.org  
or write to Editor, Quaker Works: The Magazine, Friends’ Central School, 
1101 City Avenue, Wynnewood, PA 19096. (All alumni/ae notes are edited 
for length, grammar, and content.)

1941
Arthur Dannenberg writes, “I was  
happily married for 66 years to Aileen  
Hart Dannenberg. She died peacefully of a 
stroke about a year ago. It is rather lonely 
without her, but our new German shepherd 
puppy helps a lot, and I have some day  
help. I live in Baltimore in a wooded area 
near Lake Roland and still teach a course 
each spring at Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Health (entitled Tissue Injury,  
Inflammation and Repair).”

1944
Smedley Walters celebrated his 90th  
birthday in March 2016 with family and 
friends in Florida.

1947
J. Richard Relick reports, “I am now 
ensconced in Cuenca, Ecuador, where I 
have been living for the last year and a half.  
Cuenca is the third largest city in Ecuador 
and is nestled in the Lower Andes at 8,500 
feet with daily temps of 68 to 70°F, with 15  
minutes of rain most days. I moved to  
Ecuador because of the biodiversity, the 
Amazon, the Galapagos Islands, and over 
650 species of birds. With no seasons, it is 
Nirvana every day. My Español is poquito, 
as I have not had the opportunity to speak  
it since my junior year at FCS. There is a 
fairly large international community made 
up of Nortamericanos, French, German, 
Dutch, and Canadians. Ecuador is an  
interesting country.”

1948
Jack Banks writes, “On January 25, 2016, 
Duke played at U. of Miami. Gave me a 
chance to meet Amile Jefferson ’12. Amile 
is captain of Duke but could not play due to 
his broken foot. 

“My son, John, went to Duke (1978), and 
he, of course, was thrilled to see his alma 
mater play here.

“Please excuse my UCLA jacket, gift from 
my sister Jill Banks Barad ’57. This way, I 
showed myself impartial!

“I had to tell Amile that I played on two 
FCS championship teams (’45 and ’46), 
when we were in the Inter-Ac League.  
Unfortunately, Duke lost that night to  
Miami by 11. They missed Amile – a lot.”

Smedley Walters ’44 (front row, left) celebrating 
his 90th birthday in Florida with his wife,  
Demetra, (front row, right) and family

Amile Jefferson ’12 and Jack Banks ’48 at the Duke/University of Miami basketball game











ALUMNI/AE NEWS

28       FRIENDS’ CENTRAL SCHOOL  

where I have been the Director of Education 
at a Reform congregation. Our children live 
in or near NYC, which is great! We get to 
see them frequently. My husband, Gary, and 
I have been married 36 years. We love to 
read and travel. I will be retiring at the end 
of this year and look forward to doing more 
of both. My oldest FCS memory is skipping 
down the halls of the Lower School and 
thinking how shiny the floors were!”

1975
Susan Michael Rogers writes, “The pictures 
(at the top of this page) are from August 2014, 
the first wedding in the family. The couple 
in the photograph on the right is our son, 
Luke, the middle of our five, with his wife, 
Stacey. We love her and welcome her with 
open arms.

“John retired in 2010 from 40 years in 
the education field. He was a high school 
administrator when he retired but has held 
many teaching and guidance positions, 
working with elementary school kids to college 
students, in international and stateside 
schools, private and public, boarding and 
day. I have been busy raising our kids and 
holding various part-time jobs. Most of my 
work has been in the field of education too.  
I taught GED and computer education  
in prison and community settings. Most  
recently I instructed special needs high 
school students, taking them to work sites 
and teaching job skills. I retired in 2014.

“Luke works as a derrickhand on an oil rig. 
Last year, he was in North Dakota, and 
now he is in Texas. They live near Penn in 
Philadelphia. Catherine, our oldest child, 
and only daughter, lives in San Diego and 
works for a company that recruits traveling 

nurses. David, the oldest of the boys, lives in 
Boston and works for the Navigators minis-
try at BU. He is engaged to a lovely young 
woman, Rachael, with a spring wedding 
in the plans. Rachael works for the online 
newspaper New Boston Post. Peter is an actor. 

Presently, he plays the role of Caleb in the 
ABC show Quantico. (He goes by his middle 
name in Hollywood and is known as  
Graham Rogers.) Jesse is at the end of the 
line, both in the photo, and in birth order. 
He has two semesters left at Penn State, 
where he is a marketing major.

“That’s all our news that fits. I enjoyed 
seeing so many of my classmates from FCS 
at our recent 40th Reunion. I still carry 
warm feelings for the special years I spent 
at FCS!”

1976
Neil MacGaffey writes, “My wife, daughter, 
and I had a great time celebrating my son 
John’s graduation from Northwestern  
last June.”

1979
Michael Rothman reports, “Our younger 
daughter, Sarah, just graduated from F&M 
in May; we’re completely empty-nesters! 
Our elder daughter, Jeannette, is in LA, 
where she works in PR and communications 
for a national firm.” 

1981
Aubrey Atwater Donnelly writes, “My  
husband, Elwood Donnelly, and I are in  
our 29th year of performing traditional 
American folk music and dance together.  
It all started when I was in 10th grade  
and playing guitar and singing with Amy 
Hamilton after school in the living room at 
FCS! That experience taught me how  
wonderful it is to play music and sing 
together and how that builds connection 
and community. I am forever grateful for 

Neil MacGaffey with his wife, and daughter at his 
son’s graduation from Northwestern University

Anna Marina Iossifides ’78 paid a visit to the FCS 
Campus in July 2015 with her son.

Susan Michael Rogers ’75 (second from left) with her husband, John (far left) and their children  
(from Susan’s right) Luke, Catherine, David, Peter, and Jesse, at Luke’s wedding in August 2014

Luke Rogers, son of Susan Michael Rogers ’75, 
with his wife, Stacey, at their wedding 
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1989
James Christy premiered his new play  
A Great War to rave reviews at the Iron  
Age Theatre Company in Philadelphia in 
September 2015. Directed by Jim, the play 
depicts the remarkable journey of a German 
Jewish soldier who survives the deadliest 
battles of the Great War, only to learn the 
devastating truth about its origins. 

1996
Mark Fifer and his wife, Jen, welcomed 
a baby boy, Duke James, on May 4, 2015. 
Duke joins big brother, Grady.

Meredith Bobroff Murphy writes, “One 
of my fondest (FCS) memories is of Coach 
Phil. New to the school in 9th grade, I 
joined the tennis team, never having played 

tennis before. I was on the third team, and 
Coach Phil was my coach. He was sup-
portive and taught me to play and have 
confidence in myself. Any other school 
would have cut me and not allowed me to 
play. This instilled in me the confidence to 
try things athletically, even though I never 
felt athletic. On a whim, 11 years ago, I 
signed up for a marathon, never having been 
a runner. Every day, I tried and ran a little 
further. Fast forward to the present, and I 
have become an Ultrarunning fixture. Over 
ten 100-mile race finishes and two finishes 
at the Badwater 135-mile race. Badwater 
is an invitation-only race and calls itself the 
‘toughest race on earth,’ as it is through 
Death Valley in July. Without the support I 
received at FCS and from Coach Phil to try 

a sport, I would not have otherwise tried. 
I reached for the stars and hit goals most 
would think unattainable. Thank you, FCS, 
and coach Phil.”

Gabriella Duno Turner writes, “Hi,  
everyone! Since my days at FCS, I have 
been in the San Francisco Bay Area. After 
four great years at Stanford, I moved up 
to San Francisco and have lived there ever 
since. I work for StubHub (for over 10 years 
now!) and live in a great neighborhood with 
my husband, Andres, and two year-old son, 
Ellis. We are making the trip in May for 
Reunion, and I am so excited!”

1998
Elizabeth Shinn Hulford welcomed a baby 
girl, Vera Katharine Hulford, on October 5, 
2015. She is wrapped in love by her parents 
and big brothers, Reese and Brandon. 

In 2006, Michael Bronstein and Matthew 
Weaver founded Bronstein & Weaver, 
Inc., a Democratic media firm based in the 
Philadelphia area. The firm announced in 
February 2016 that it had won the  
prestigious Campaigns & Elections  
Magazine’s Stanley F. Reed Award.  
Bronstein & Weaver, Inc. was named a 
winner for work done on behalf of  
Philadelphia 3.0, an independent expenditure 
group credited for bringing historic change 
to Philadelphia’s city council. This is the 
10th time Bronstein & Weaver, Inc. has 
been recognized as a finalist or winner. 

Elizabeth Shinn Hulford ’98 with husband, sons, Reese and Brandon, and baby daughter, Vera

Sara Wasserman ’99 and Fredy Chaparro at their wedding in Palm Beach, Florida

Gabriella Duno Turner ’96, with her husband, 
Andres, and son, Ellis


























