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Letter from the Head of School

Dear Friends, 

Sometimes, a theme we anticipate at the 
beginning of the school year emerges even 
more clearly as we approach the end of the 
year. In many ways, this has been a year of 
reflecting and planning for a healthy and 
sustainable FCS and world. 

In the fall, we began a major renovation of 
Shallcross Hall’s dining area and gallery 
space. Understanding that this is perhaps the 
most communal space on campus, the new 
design will create an environment more in keeping with our  
Friends testimonies.

Our Sustainability Committee made major strides toward reducing the 
School’s carbon footprint and educating students, in an ongoing way, 
about the role we all play in careful stewardship of natural resources. 
Please see the article on page 16 to learn about these steps. 

In addition, our Board affirmed a statement that can guide our behavior 
for years to come:

We, the Friends’ Central School community, affirm our commitment to 
environmental sustainability through our teaching, institutional practices, 
and behaviors. 

Guided by the principles of the Religious Society of Friends, we commit to 
leading towards an environmentally literate and responsible community that 
reflects the FCS Mission, and models our Vision:  to awaken courage and 
intellect - and peacefully transform the world. 

To achieve such a community, we strive to create and sustain a robust 
environmental curriculum in all grade levels, and to ensure environmentally 
mindful decision-making across School operations, including our 
management of the natural environment, the built environment, and 
resource consumption.

The Long Range Planning Committee of the Board of Trustees, a group 
that includes Board members, administrators, and faculty members, has 
been meeting throughout the year. I am grateful to all who completed the 
planning survey, and I look forward to sharing the results with you.

I hope you will take the time to read through this issue of Quaker 
Works to see campus happenings and also to learn about the important 
sustainability activities of Friends’ Central alumni/ae.

 Craig N. Sellers
 Head of School
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Campus Log For more School news, visit the FCS  
Pressroom at friendscentral.org/news

“Dot Day” in Grade 1
On September 15, grade 1 students participated in International Dot Day, a global 
celebration of creativity, courage, and collaboration. International Dot Day began on 
September 15, 2009, when teacher Terry Shay introduced his classroom to The Dot, 
a book by Peter H. Reynolds. As described on the Dot Day website “The Dot is the 
story of a caring teacher who dares a doubting student to trust in her own abilities by 
being brave enough to ‘make her mark.’ What begins with a small dot on a piece of 
paper becomes a breakthrough in confidence and courage, igniting a journey of self-
discovery and sharing, which has gone on to inspire countless children and adults 
around the globe.”

Echo Hill 2017
When grade 7 headed to Echo Hill 
Outdoor School in late September, they 
were joined by seven grade 10 students 
– Catherine Cianfrani, Reed Cooper, 
Abby Donnenfeld, Benjamin Flora, 
Emma Gordon, Julia Dani, and Rebecca 
Wusinich – who acted as mentors  
to the younger students for the  
three-day experience.

Historical 
Preservation Award
In October, The Ulmer Family Light Lab 
on the Lower School campus received 
a Township of Lower Merion Historical 
Preservation Award - “For a project 
which has contributed significantly to 
historic preservation in the Township. 
By such work, the community’s heritage 
is preserved and revitalized.” It was 
awarded by the Historical Commission 
and Historical Architectural Review 
Board to architects Barba Wheelock 
and Friends’ Central School. The School 
received additional thanks for saving a 
“secondary” estate building as it is far 
more common for carriage houses like 
these to be demolished. Lower School 
Principal Kelly Bird Pierre was on-hand 
to receive the honor. 

Grade 10 mentors leading their  
mentees in a song at Echo Hill

Nancy Barba (left) and Lower School  
Principal Kelly Bird Pierre receiving  
the award

The Ulmer Family Light Lab  
Opening Ceremony, Oct. 2016
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Playwright Awards
In September, Julian Shapiro-Barnum ’17 
and Noelle Mercer ’17 won second 
place in this year’s Philadelphia Young 
Playwrights Festival for their play  
Expired. Kendra Allman ’17 won third 
place for her play Magic Man. Both  
plays were developed as the students’ 
Friends’ Central senior projects. Amelia 
Boscov ’16 took first place in the 2016 
Young Playwrights Festival for her play 
Kids These Days. 

Winged Wonders
FCS Lower School students and visitors 
shared an educational adventure, as 
they fed, tagged, then released Monarch 
butterflies into the September sky, 
sending them off on their 3,000-mile 
journey to Mexico. Winged Wonders, a 
unique program run by butterfly enthusiast 
Ann Ward, teaches children about Monarch 
migration and the wonders of exploration.

Accolades for FCS at the World  
Maker Faire NYC
Ben Lehrer ‘20 and Jonathan Roach ‘20 presented at the World Maker Faire in NYC 
in September, among thousands of exhibits from around the country and world and 
over 50,000 guests. Ben and Jonathan’s project was a wireless rock climbing scoring 
system that used radio-frequency identification (RFID) and Bluetooth to show the 
climber’s progress. They spent all of last year making it both in the FCS Makerspace 
and at home. For their creativity and hard work, they took home “Best in Class,” as 
well as three additional Editor’s Choice awards. 

Teachers on Stage
Lower School students enjoyed 
the annual LS Faculty Play in late 
September, a long-standing and much-
loved tradition. The faculty perform an 
original production, created by a handful 
of talented teachers, based on this year’s 
fall theme of The Arts. In keeping with 
annual tradition, the play culminated 
in Lower School Principal Kelly Pierre 
getting a pie in the face!

Clay Club Visitor
Maria Siskin (grandmother of Sophie 
in first grade) came to After-School 
Clay Club with Sophie in October to 
demonstrate how to throw on the wheel. 
“When I started at FCS in the mid-1980’s, 
Maria was Dr. Maria Parette, our all-
school psychologist! I was so surprised 
to find out that she was back as a current 
FCS grandparent and to learn that after 
her retirement, she began working with 
clay and using a wheel to create her 
pieces,” said Lower School art teacher 
Kim Parris.

Lower School 
Halloween  
Parade 2017
In keeping with annual tradition, the 
Lower School held its Halloween Parade 
on October 31. Grade 8 students took 
part in the parade, accompanying their 
Kindergarten buddies as they proudly 
displayed their many fabulous costumes. 
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Second Annual Indian Assembly
Upper Schoolers had a great time at this year’s Indian Assembly in March, organized 
by Main Building Receptionist Saroj Gupta, with the help of students. Along with 
a performance by Temple University Bhangra dancers, there were tabla drums, a 
fashion show, henna tattoos, and Indian snacks. The first grade, who are studying 
India, came to watch the assembly and joined in the dancing! 

A Night Out in the 
Classroom
On November 20, FCS community 
members and prospective parents came 
to campus to experience “A Night Out 
in the Classroom.” Attendees took a 
45-minute course of their choice, taught 
by FCS faculty, from a broad range of 
subjects - including coding, a study of 
the works of author Kazuo Ishiguro, 
DNA sequencing, restorative parenting, 
hip-hop and improv, postmodern 
architecture, and an exploration of the 
solar eclipse.

Multilingual Fashion Show
Grade 8 students showcased their language skills and fabulous costumes at the 
Multilingual Fashion Show 2017. Pictured are grade 8 Latin students. 

Photo by Greg Wilkinson
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Grandparents’ & Special Friends’ Day
In early December, the Middle School welcomed grandparents and special friends, 
who spent the morning experiencing school with their student hosts and enjoying 
a preview of the Middle School Holiday Concert. Lower School Grandparents’ and 
Special Friends’ Day for Pre-K-grade 2 will be held on Wednesday, April 25. 

Showing the 
Love, FCS-Style
The FCS community celebrated Valentine’s 
Day 2018 by sharing messages of love for  
FCS on social media. 

The Upper School marked the day by 
holding the 7th annual Laurie Fox Bake 
Sale and enjoying singing Valentines, 
delivered throughout the day by our 
a capella groups. Laurie Fox, beloved 
Upper School secretary, passed away 
in 2011, leaving her retirement funds to 
Friends’ Central, where they form the 
nucleus of the scholarship her family 
established in her name. Each year, 
proceeds from the bake sale and the 
singing Valentines go to the Laurie Fox 
Scholarship fund. This year, over $1100 
was raised to benefit the fund.

(Pictured bottom right) The Foxtones delivered 
a Singing Valentine to Head of School Craig 
N. Sellers and  Assistant Head of School for 
Academic Program Mariama Richards. 

The Laurie Fox Bake Sale

Speech & Debate 
Accolades
Debate Club members Jade Halpern ’20, 
Lindsey Schweitzer ’20, and Ryan 
Jokelson ’20 came in second place in the 
PA District 10 Parliamentary  
Debate Tournament held at Harriton  
HS in February. Their second place 
finish qualified the team for the 
Statewide Debate Tournament held  
at Bloomsburg University.

Cami Madero ’19 came in First Place 
at the District 10 Speech Tournament 
at Harriton High School on February 
22. Cami qualified for the State Speech 
Tournament at Bloomsburg University.

The US Debate Team
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On The Stage 
The Middle School performed Shrek Jr. 
(pictured above) as their fall musical  
this year. It was a huge hit, presented  
to packed audiences. 

The Upper School’s fall play was  
a fantastic interpretation of Thornton 
Wilder’s 1938 Pulitzer-Prize winning 
American classic Our Town  
(pictured below).
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Middle and Upper School dancers at the 
2018 Dance Performance - a beautiful 
show, held off-campus this year at the 
Performance Garage in Philadelphia

MakerNook - a New Space for Learning
As you walk through the halls on the 
second floor of the Middle School, you 
may notice a bustle of activity in what 
was, six months ago, a forgotten storage 
closet, now transformed into the newest 
space for student learning on campus. 
The School’s brand new MakerNook is 
a mini-makerspace designed by and for 
Middle School students to provide access 
to tools, supplies, and space for hands-
on learning. 

The idea for the MakerNook was born 
of a need to create more opportunities 
for Making, specifically for Middle 
School students. “Hands-on learning is 
such a fundamental part of the Middle 
School experience,” remarked City Ave 
Makerspace Director Michael Darfler. 
“Creating a new space for the Middle 
School was a natural fit.”  

Supported by a grant from local design 
firm PlusUs, the FCS community 
embarked on a yearlong process to 
determine where the MakerNook 
would go, what it would look like, how 
it would function, and who it should 
serve. Students, faculty, and staff were 
involved in every part of the process from 
brainstorming to problem solving, from 
design to fabrication. Phil Holcombe 
of PlusUs reflected, “It’s rare to see 
such thoughtful inclusion of all of the 
stakeholders; this is what good design 
looks like.”

Stocked with tools for both digital and 
analog fabrication, including hot glue 
guns, a 3D printer, digital cutters, fabric, 
drills, and much more, the MakerNook 
will be available to all Middle School 
students, empowering them to build 
understanding and express their 
creativity. Now, instead of having to 
travel across campus to the Makerspace 
in order to fix a loose screw or make a 
poster, students can walk up a flight of 
stairs and design a monument for history 
class and print it on the 3D printer.

Events are planned throughout the 
remainder of the year to build a culture 
of ownership among the students and 
faculty. Let us know what you think  
and join the conversation  
#MakerNook@FCSMakers. QW

 
The MakerNook in action
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Beth Davis Johnson ’77 Returns to FCS
We are thrilled to announce that Beth 
Davis Johnson ’77 will be returning to 
FCS to serve as Upper School Principal, 
effective July 2018. Head of School 
Craig N. Sellers said, “I could not be 
happier about Beth’s enthusiastic return 
to her alma mater, and I look forward 
to creating opportunities for parents, 
faculty, and students to greet her.”

Beth is a graduate of the University 
of Pennsylvania where she earned a 
Master of Science in Education in School 
Leadership. She is also a summa cum 
laude graduate of St. Joseph’s University 
and a proud Friends’ Central “lifer.” 
Beth is frequently called upon to present 
by organizations such as the National 
Association of Independent Schools 
(NAIS) to share her expertise in areas that 
range from support services to issues of 
diversity to educating for the future.

After serving Friends’ Central in a number 
of leadership positions - most recently 
as Upper School Co-Principal, Dean of 
Students for eight years - Beth moved to 
The William Penn Charter School where 
she is currently the Director of Upper and 
Middle School Admission.

As Friends’ Central’s Co-Principal, Beth 

oversaw the Grade Deans and all aspects 

of student affairs for grades 9-12, and 

she worked closely with the Co-Principal, 

Dean of Faculty to interview and hire new 

faculty, in addition to teaching math and 

serving on the Curriculum Committee. 

Beth was also an important voice in 

a number of school-wide initiatives, 

such as long-range planning, diversity 

education and outreach, and the School 

Life Committee of the Board of Trustees.

Beth is universally lauded for her 

deep connection to students, families, 

and faculty, as well as her effective 

communication skills and her vision for 

gracefully pursuing the best ideas at the 

forefront of Quaker education. A natural 

leader and community builder, Beth 

created Friends’ Central systems that 

cultivated authentic relationships between 

students and faculty. She also collaborated 

around programming and took an active 

role in supporting and encouraging 

student leadership in activities and clubs, 

energizing and celebrating student life in 

the Upper School.

Beth shared, “I look forward, with great 

enthusiasm, to leading an Upper School 

that embraces new possibilities while 

valuing Friends’ Central’s essential 

strengths. There is so much to be excited 

about - from collaborating with the School’s 

outstanding faculty around curriculum 

and program to connecting with students 

around their academic goals and life 

aspirations to partnering with parents to 

create each child’s best path.” QW

2017 Holiday Concerts (clockwise from top left): students performing an excerpt from Prokofiev’s 
Peter and the Wolf at the K-2 Winter Showcase; the Middle School Winter Concert; the Upper School 
Choral Concert; the Upper School Instrumental Concert; Grades 3-5 Winter Program
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Bestselling Author Sarah J. Maas
In September, Friends’ Central was thrilled to host Sarah Maas (pictured above at 
right), #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Throne of Glass series and A Court 
of Thorns and Roses series, as well as a USA Today and international bestselling 
author. Excited fans heard from Maas about her latest book Tower of Dawn.

Kate DiCamillo
Kate DiCamillo, beloved and bestselling 
author of Newbery Award-winning 
books Flora & Ulysses and The Tale of 
Despereaux, came to Friends’ Central 
in October for another Children’s Book 
World/Friends’ Central event. Admission 
included a copy of Kate’s latest picture 
book, La La La: A Story of Hope. 

Holocaust  
Survivor Michael 
Herskovitz
In December, grade 8 students had the 
opportunity to meet and speak with 
Michael Herskovitz, a Holocaust survivor. 
Herskovitz, who was born in the small 
village of Botfalva in Czechoslovakia, 
gave the students a detailed account of 
the Nazi occupation, what life was like 
in the ghetto into which his family was 
forcibly moved, and the experience of 
being transported to the camps.

Artistic Director  
& Conductor  
Holly Phares
Holly Phares, artistic director and 
conductor of Healing Presence Singers 
and ParkinSingers, visited the Upper 
School to lead workshops on vocal 
techniques as part of the James F. Davis 
Artist in Residence program. Holly, who 
does a lot of work in Philadelphia with 
choirs that are focused on service work, 
worked with the FCS Singing for Senior 
Citizens service group.

Puppeteer in 4A
As part or their Lower School fall theme 
of The Arts, 4A students welcomed 
puppeteer Aaron Cromie to lead a 
series of four classes about puppetry. 
Aaron, the puppeteer behind many 
of the puppets used in Philadelphia 
professional theaters, taught the 
students about the history of puppetry, 
shared some of the puppets he designs 
and builds for theaters in Philadelphia 
and around the country, and guided 
students in making their own puppets.

FCS welcomed authors, artists, and leaders who enriched our community this fall and winter, including the following:
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Hip Hop Artists 
Chill Moody 
& Hardwork 
Movement
In February, FCS hosted a conversation 
with hip hop artists and poets Chill 
Moody and Sterling Duns (Dwight 
Dunston ’06), FCS Coordinator of Equity 
& Justice Education, and the members 
of Hardwork Movement, followed by a 
performance by Hardwork Movement 
and Hip Hop Fundamentals and a Q&A 
session with the musicians. Hardwork 
Movement features four outstanding 
FCS alums: MCs Sterling Duns (Dwight 
Dunston ’06), RB Ricks (Rob Ricketts ’06), 
and Rick Banks (Keenan Willis ’03), and 
Dani Gershkoff ’06 on flute and vocals.  

2018 Distinguished 
Visiting Scientist
On April 11, Doug Emlen, evolutionary 
biologist and Professor of Biology at the 
University of Montana, delivered this 
year’s Distinguished Visiting Scientist 
Lecture titled “Extravagant Results of 
Nature’s Arms Race.” Emlen discussed 
the evolutionary forces that have made 
animal weapons so diverse. 
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Author & Activist 
Marley Dias
In early February, Friends’ Central and 
Children’s Book World hosted author 
Marley Dias. When she was just 11 years 
old, Marley launched a campaign called 
#1000BlackGirlBooks. A voracious 
reader, her goal was to collect and 
donate 1,000 books that feature black 
girls as the main character. Dias came 
to FCS to speak about her book Marley 
Dias Gets It Done – And So Can You. 

Sikh Captain  
America 
On Middle School Diversity Day, Vishavjit 
Singh came to the Middle School to 
share his journey as a Sikh in America, 
his work as a cartoonist, and his alter 
ego, Sikh Captain America. In his 
talk, he highlighted the importance of 
questioning labels others may place 
on us, encouraging Middle Schoolers 
to define themselves and to push back 
against stereotypes and intolerance. 

Victoria Jamieson 
Author Victoria Jamieson held a special 
comic drawing/writing workshop for 
Middle School students in February. 
Jamieson is an author and illustrator 
of books for children. In 2015, she 
published her first graphic novel, Roller 
Girl, for middle-grade readers.

Chelsea Clinton 
In March, Friends’ Central Lower School 
was thrilled to host author Chelsea 
Clinton, who shared her new book, She 
Persisted Around the World: 13 Women 
Who Changed History, and talked with 
students about the power of persistence. 
Clinton was introduced by Neha 
Jonnalagadda ’25 (pictured at right, on  
the left) and Sasha Groch ’25 (right).
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FSL Champs - Girls’ Cross Country 
On October 17, Friends’ Central Varsity girls’ cross country took home their 3rd 
consecutive Friends Schools League Championship. In the FSL Championship race, the 
following runners finished in the top 20: Rebecca Wusinich ’20 (2nd), Lydia Russell ’20 
(3rd), Gabby Wilkinson ’18 (4th), Nadia Taranta ’18 (5th), Rose McDonnell ’18 (16th), and 
Amelia McDonnell ’18 (17th).

Along with their FSL Championship, the Varsity girls’ cross country team also finished 
2nd at states, with Rebecca Wusinich (4th place), Gabby Wilkinson (5th place), and 
Lydia Russell (6th place) receiving first team all-state and Nadia Taranta (11th place) 
receiving 2nd team all-state. 

FSL Champs - Boys’ and Girls’ Swimming 
Friends’ Central School did it again at the Friends Schools League Championships held 
at George School on Saturday, February 10. In front of a packed crowd, the Phoenix 
boys (4-3) defended their league title successfully for the 15th consecutive time. The 
Phoenix girls (6-1) did likewise, placing in the “Top 3” in 10 of the 11 events. “Depth 
played a crucial factor in these very satisfying wins,” commented FCS Head Coach Iain 
Anderson. “The boys’ and girls’ teams scored points in every single event offered, and 
that is true team work.”

Girls Results: Event Winners 
400 Free Relay: Elisabeth Forsyth ’20, Sofia Acchione ’18, Sophie Shack ’18,  
Kate Raphaely ’18 
100 Free: Elisabeth Forsyth  
200 Free, 500 Free: Anna Volpp ’20 

Boys Results: Event Winners 
100 Free, 100 Back: Billy Wilkerson ’19 

FCS swimmers also made a splash at Eastern’s, with Maddie Anderson ’20 & Elisabeth 
Forsyth making the finals in 50 FR and Elisabeth Forsyth breaking the FCS record, and 
the 200 medley relay team of Elisabeth Forsyth, Sofia Acchione, Maddie Anderson, and 
Sophie Shack setting a new FSL record with a time of 1:53.77.
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Gabrielle Wilkinson ’18 Continues  
Family Legacy of Track Excellence
Excerpted from the February 25 issue of the Philadelphia Inquirer: “Running has been 
part of Gabrielle Wilkinson’s life since before she could walk. Her mother ran track in 
Jamaica. Her father ran hurdles in Trinidad, and her sister ran track at Cornell. Despite 
the legacy, she’s had no problem making a name for herself in the running world.

Wilkinson, who lives in Wynnewood, has been running since she was 8. Before she 
started track, she played soccer as a right wing, a position that requires a lot of speed and 
endurance.

The Friends’ Central School senior currently has the No. 1 time in the United States 
for three indoor high school track events – the 1,000 meters, the 1,500 meters and 
the mile.  In the high school mile at the 2018 Millrose Games in New York on Feb. 3, 
Wilkinson surged at the end, beating favorite Katelyn Tuohy of North Rockland, N.Y., to 
finish in 4 minutes, 42.94 seconds.

‘It’s awesome,’ Wilkinson said of her achievement. ‘I work hard, so having all that work 
pay off is nice. It’s nice to see those results.’”

Gabrielle Wilkinson ’18 
Image © The Philadelphia 
Inquirer

Girls’ Winter Track Excels at States,  
Millrose, and Meet of Champions
At the 2018 PTFCA Indoor State Championships, FCS Varsity girls’ winter track runners Izzy MacFarlane ’20, Ava Forman ’18, Nadia 
Taranta ’18, and Gabby Wilkinson ’18 captured the girls’ Distance Medley Relay victory in a time of 12:20.55, and Gabby Wilkinson took 
2nd place in 800m and the mile.

At the Delaware Valley Girls’ Track Coaches’ Association (DVGTCA) Meet of Champions, Inara Shell ’21 jumped 36-00.75 to get 4th 
and earn a new FCS record. 

At the NYRR Millrose Games New Balance Track and Field Center, Gabby Wilkinson won the mile and ran the second fastest mile in 
PA state history. She recorded a PA #1 and US #1 time of 4:42.94, and in addition to recording the second fastest mile in state history, 
was just .36 seconds off the State mark. 

Wrestling
Jackson Snider ’20 finished 5th and  
Zak Loudini ’19 finished 6th at PAIS 
Wrestling Championships to represent 
FCS at Nationals.

Middle School 
Winter Sports 
Highlights 
Middle School swimmer Hugh Shields ’22 
set a new FCS MS record of 31.53 for the 
50 m breast stroke.

Middle School swimmer Spencer Thorne 
’22 smashed the Middle School 200 Fr 
record with a time of 2:00.23.

Class of 2022 students Holden Kopscik,  
Ethan Cohen, Hugh Shields, and Spencer 
Thorne broke the MS 200 free relay 
record with a time of 1:45.82.

Middle School girls’ basketball won the 
TPS Tournament on Jan. 28.

MS 200 free relay team



Alumni/ae Athletes In the News
De’Andre Hunter ’16, a redshirt 
freshman at UVA, was named Sixth Man 
of the Year, announced by the ACC on 
March 4, averaging about 11 points and 
4 rebounds as the league’s leading sixth 
man. He was also named ACC Co-Rookie 
of the Week for University of Virginia’s 
men’s basketball team.  

Maddie Henry ’16 was named 2nd team 
All-Ivy and had a shutout streak this 
year of 291:09 for Cornell University’s 
women’s field hockey team. 

Jonathan Lawton ’16 scored his 1000th 
point for Florida Southern College’s 
men’s basketball team. 

Peter Bradbeer ’16, currently playing 
golf at Bucknell University, won the 
Patterson Cup last summer. 

Jesse Rubin ’16, currently playing 
women’s soccer at Washington University 
in St. Louis, was named UAA Offensive 
Athlete of the Week. 

Sydney Frank ’13, a senior at Rochester 
Institute of Technology, was named to the 
Liberty League All-Academic Team, and 
helped her team reach the Sweet 16 in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

Billy Cassidy ’13 scored his 1000th 
point for Neumann University’s men’s 
basketball team. 

Amile Jefferson ’12 signed a 
2-way contract with the Minnesota 
Timberwolves in January. He’s averaging 
18 points and 13 rebounds with the  
Iowa Wolves.

CAMPUS LOG: ATHLETICS

Amile Jefferson ’12

First Annual FCS alumni soccer 
match, November 2017

Swim-A-Thon 
Over 200 swimmers, including 100 FCS 
swimmers, participated in Friends’ 
Central Aquatics’ Swim-a-Thon in 
November. Each year, FCA chooses a 
charity to support through funds raised 
at the Swim-a-Thon – a chance for FCA 
swimmers to use their strengths to help 
others. This year, they supported Simon’s 
Fund, which brings free heart screening 
to schools in the area. The event was a 
great success, raising $11,000. 

Simon’s Fund offered heart screenings on 
Friends’ Central’s campus on April 8. 

In October, FCS boys’ & girls’ 
soccer teams had an opportunity 
to play at the Philadelphia Union’s 
Talen Energy Stadium.

Photo courtesy of Duke Basketball Report
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Spirit Night 2018

Fall 2017 Athletic Awards
The following fall Varsity athletes received the Most Valuable Player (MVP) award for their respective sports: Alex McDonnell ’18 for 
boys’ cross country, Gabby Wilkinson ’18 and Rebecca Wusinich ’20 for girls’ cross country, Danielle Schweitzer ’18 for field hockey, Dale 
Decatur ’18 for boys’ soccer, Emily Lorry ’18 for girls’ soccer, Claire Coss ’18 for girls’ tennis, Maddie Anderson ’20 for girls’ water polo, and 
Galen Cassidy ’18 for boys’ water polo.

The following fall athletes were awarded the Most Improved Player (MIP) award for their respective sports: Alex Veith ’20 for boys’ 
cross country, Kristen Johnson ’19 and Lydia Russell ’20 for girls’ cross country, Ruby Kauffman-Rosengarten ’21 for field hockey, 
Mason Davis ’19 for boys’ soccer, Brynne Menen ’20 for girls’ soccer, Zeeanne Choi ’19 and Anna Volpp ’20 for girls’ tennis, Reed 
Cooper ’20 for boys’ water polo, and Eva Bartholomew ’20 for girls’ water polo.

The following Friends’ Central athletes received All-Friends Schools League honors: girls’ soccer – Phebe Guenther ’19, Emily Lorry, 
Izzy MacFarlane ’20 (first team), Caroline Blackman ’20, and Brynne Menen (honorable mention); boys’ soccer – Ingram Dillingham 
’19, Carson Lonner ’19, Lucas McGrann ’19 (first team), and Nick Tuverson ’18 (honorable mention); girls’ cross country – Lydia 
Russell, Nadia Taranta ’18, Gabby Wilkinson, Rebecca Wusinich (first team), and Rose McDonnell ’18 (honorable mention); boys’ 
cross country – Alex McDonnell and Kevin Montresor ’18 (first team); girls’ tennis – Zeeanne Choi, Skye Victor ’19, and Anna Volpp 
(first team); field hockey – Danielle Schweitzer (field hockey). 

MVP award winners MIP award winners

CAMPUS LOG: ATHLETICS
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Lower School Waste Audit

Leading the Way in 
Independent School 
Sustainability Initiatives

In the fall, Friends’ Central began a momentous year of  
Sustainability initiatives for the School. From LED bulbs 
to solar panels, waste audits to a school-wide sustainability 

statement, Friends’ Central is on a path towards significant  
energy conservation, becoming a true leader in green initiatives  
in the independent school community. 

After partnering with the energy conservation and services  
company Ecosave on an energy assessment, four major areas  
were identified in which substantial savings could be achieved: 
lighting, building automation systems, replacement of HVAC 
equipment in Shimada Athletic Center, and other initiatives, 
including solar panel installation. Projected to save 38% of the  
energy used annually, these savings are the equivalent of eliminating 
the carbon emissions of 3,000,000 miles driven by passenger cars 
or the carbon absorption of 30,000 trees for 10 years.

Almost half of the energy savings will come from the replacement 
of old, inefficient forms of lighting with 10,000 LED bulbs or  
fixtures, which will result in a 60-80% decrease in the energy 
needed for campus lighting. The LED bulbs improve light quality 
and last up to 20 times longer than previous lighting.

Another quarter of the energy savings will derive from the use 

of sophisticated wireless building automation systems, which 

monitor conditions in all locations on both campuses and adjust 

heating and cooling for the actual outside weather conditions  

and use of the space. Data from all building energy use will be 

available on screens in the new Shallcross Student Center,  

opening this spring.

Fifteen percent of the energy savings will come from the  

replacement of the HVAC system in Shimada. These savings  

are so substantial that even with the addition of air conditioning, 

energy use will still be significantly reduced. The final 10% of 

savings will be generated by the 38 solar panels installed on the 

roof of the Language Building. Head of School Craig N. Sellers 

shares, “Our plan is to have the Language Building separately 

metered so it can act as a kind of ‘energy laboratory,’ allowing us 

to see and measure the impact of solar, creating an ongoing  

learning opportunity for our students. This will be a wonderful,  

visible example of our commitment to sustainability  

and energy awareness.”



Middle & Upper School Waste Audit

Waste Audits
In every division, FCS students are taking a leadership role when 
it comes to waste generated on campus. Through an initial waste 
audit in December, which will be repeated in the spring, students 
measure and compare waste generated by each division, place it 
into one of three categories – liquid, landfill, and composting – and 
brainstorm ways to reduce landfill waste and promote recyclable 
and reusable materials.

In the Lower School, grade 5 students, led by science teacher 
Tiffany Borsch and Sustainability Consultants Mary Ann Boyer 
and intern Sam York of Boyer Sudduth Environmental, collected 
bags of waste from one lunch period and sorted through landfill 
and food waste, determining what can be recycled, what can be 
used for compost, and what is bound for landfill. Students recorded 
their observations and weighed the waste, comparing the results by 
grade. They determined how much was generated in one day with 
230 students on the Lower School campus. The result? Over 39 
pounds of waste was recorded from the Lower School Dining Hall. 

As the fifth graders arrived to a tarp-covered science class, Mary 
Ann quizzed students about the 5 R’s. “Most students know the 3 
R’s: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle,” she noted. “I like to challenge 
them with two other R’s: Refuse and Re-Earth. When you can, it’s 
good to ‘refuse’ unnecessary items coming into the waste stream 
in the first place, and Re-earth refers to items that can return 
back to Earth or composting.”

Students were surprised by the results of the audit, and together, 
they came up with ways to reduce waste. Anna K suggested, 
“Take only what you can eat” and if you want more, go back for 
seconds. Milo shared, “My parents pack my lunch in reusable 
containers.” Tiffany believes this teaching is essential,  

particularly beginning at a young age. She commented, “Teaching 
about sustainability is integral to who we are as a community. 
As change makers, these students will be tasked with solving the 
environmental problems previous generations created – resource 
depletion and degradation, population growth and food scarcity, 
habitat loss and decreased biodiversity. It is our moral imperative 
to teach our students to recognize and understand these  
problems, while also empowering them to create solutions.”

Middle & Upper School students conducted their own waste audit 
on the City Avenue campus. In the chilly winter air, students  
sorted through bags on Felsen Common, surrounded by blue 
tarps labeled “food waste,” “landfill,” and “recyclables” and bags 
of items collected from the Dining Hall. Students counted 35 
bags from one day (22 landfill bags and 13 bags of recyclables). 
The results from the audit showed that from the bags that were 
sorted: 63% of the waste was landfill, 14% recyclables, and 23% 
food waste. Upper School science teacher Phyllis Hansen shared, 
“Having an initial baseline of trash/recycling quantities, an  
educational campaign will follow that allows the Middle and  
Upper School students opportunities to evaluate their personal 
trash footprint and discover ways to conserve. The waste audit 
will be repeated in the spring, and students will quantify effectiveness 
of the campaign.”

Miriam Fisher Schaefer, Director of Finance and Operations, 
shared, “The waste audits are part of FCS’s broader school-wide 
initiative to reduce its environmental footprint and address ways 
to be more environmentally sustainable. Now that we have a 
baseline of data, we can make changes both behaviorally and 
operationally in how we can reduce our waste. This is just the 
beginning for Friends’ Central in ways we can reduce our  
environmental impact while helping our planet.”
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Sustainability Curricula,  
Service, and Clubs
In the Lower School, students in each grade are taught that they 
are connected to the earth and encouraged to take care of their 
school and their world. In science, students journey from learning 
about living and non-living things in grade one to evolution in 
grade three to food and food systems in grade five. Tiffany Borsch 
explains, “Sustainability is woven into the entire Lower School 
curriculum, both as an environmental awareness and as an  
element of social justice. Every one of us evolved from cells, and 
we are intimately connected to nature. How did native peoples 
treat the earth vs. how we treat it now? Also, every student is 
connected to the Lower School farm, with each child planting this 
spring, weeding, and harvesting all the way through the fall.” 

One of Middle School’s signature service and curricular  
programs is Streamwatch. Started many years ago by former 
Middle School teacher Doug Ross, Streamwatch seeks to clean 
and monitor the health of Indian Creek in nearby Morris Park.  
Students evaluate the health of the creek, using everything from 
gardening tools to spectrophotometers; they then decide how to 
best maintain, preserve, and clean up the creek and neighboring 
park. Students learn about natural cycles, invasive plants, water 
run-off, and the importance of wetlands by caring for the riparian 
zone along the creek, working each week to perform tasks like 
removing invasive plants, picking up and discarding trash, and 
rebuilding the Indian Creek bridge.

Julia Beyer ’22 shares, “I decided to join [Steamwatch] because 
of how important it is to take care of the planet and nature around 
us. It taught me the importance of environmental sustainability, 
and that it starts at the local level.” 

In the last few years, students involved in the Upper School 
Sustainability Committee have been very active, generating many 
initiatives that have taken hold in the community. In 2015, the 
Sustainability Club successfully persuaded the School to install 
eight water-filling stations on both campuses and purchase and 
distribute refillable water bottles to replace, and never sell again, 
plastic water bottles. In 2016, the Club suggested a switch from 
disposable whiteboard markers to refillable Pilot Begreen VBoard 

Master markers, keeping 1600 single-use whiteboard markers out 
of landfills each year. That year, 134 new recycling bins of all sizes 
were purchased for classrooms, offices, and shared spaces, with 
several Middle & Upper School assemblies held about what to 
recycle and what to put in the trash. They also proposed that the 
administration replace the fluorescent light bulbs in the Middle 
School with low-energy LED bulbs, which began taking place 
campus-wide this fall. This year, the Sustainability Club designed 
and printed “paper towels come from trees” stickers for paper 
towel dispensers on campus, which is predicted to reduce paper 
towel use by 20%. Sustainability Club advisor Joel Dankoff 
shares, “The students have been thrilled with the Administration’s 
responsiveness and dedication to the environment. The  
Sustainability Club’s actions demonstrate a commitment to  
influencing school policies and demonstrate that students can 
make a difference.”

In celebration of Earth Month, teachers were  
encouraged to conduct at least one lesson during 
the month of April that relates to the environment, 
Earth, or sustainability. Lesson themes include:

v  Conditional structures and ecology in French II 

v  The “zero garbage” experience in  
French IV/French Lit

v   Exploring the problem of light pollution in  
conjunction with Earth Hour in Physics I Advanced

v  Discussing Aldo Leopald’s concept of a “land ethic” 
and Rachel Carson’s leadership in regulating 
chemical pesticides, which led to the formation  
of the EPA in American History

v  The grade 8 Mask project, which requires students 
to bring in packaging to be recycled coordinating 
with the testimony of StewARTship; items are 
counted before and after to see how much was 
repurposed for Art

Spinach seed planting  
in the Natural Sciences  
studio in the fall

Middle School students taking  
part in Streamwatch



Organic Landscaping 
with Doug Linton ’68
In 1997, arborist Doug Linton made FCS 
one of the first pesticide-free schools in the 
area. A clover-free field was his original 
goal, and he began by halving the recom-
mended pesticide quantity. This worked, 
but Doug remained concerned about the 
toxicity of the chemicals. “I’ve stepped on 
garlic before with bare feet, and within 
ten minutes, I could taste it.” What, he 
wondered, was getting into children’s more 
sensitive systems? After trying smaller  
doses of an allegedly safe chemical that 
was pulled two years later from the  
market, he decided to go natural.

“To replace synthetically produced  
pesticides and fertilizers,” Doug recalls, 
“we needed to find naturally derived  
products and to implement landscaping 
techniques that resulted in healthier 
grass.” Rather than spraying Roundup 

wherever weeds appeared, Doug aimed to 
keep the grass healthy and the soil well- 
maintained so that fewer weeds would grow.

With time, Doug implemented a natural 
and sustainable system, from letting grass 
grow slightly longer to aerating fields 
frequently, managing water use carefully, 
moderate use of natural and organic herbi-
cides, and regular soil testing to keep fields 
weed free. Today, the specific techniques he 
implemented for organic field maintenance 
remain in use. “We continue to pursue the 
goals Doug set 20 years ago,” shares FCS 
grounds supervisor Dan Kallen. 

One of the great benefits of Doug and 
Dan’s work has been the return of insects 

like dragonflies, ladybugs, and butterflies to 
Friends’ Central’s playing fields, producing 
more biodiversity on campus. Bugs may 
seem an insignificant part of the ecosystem 
to lose, but they are vital pollinators, as 
well as the main food source for many fish, 
birds, and reptiles.

For Dan and Doug, a crucial element of 
their work is education – teaching students 
and faculty about how they can improve 
their homes, community, and environment. 
“One takeaway from our efforts is that 
keeping lawns healthy and environmen-
tally friendly isn’t too hard,” notes Dan. 
“All the products we use are inexpensive 
and commercially available. It takes just 
as much work to aerate a field as it does to 
spray pesticides, but the result is a  
lawn that is safer for our children and the 
environment.” Ultimately, Doug, Dan, 
and the whole FCS facilities team hope their 
organic landscaping practices take root 
(no pun intended) on campus and spread 
throughout the Friends’ Central community.

FCS Alumni/ae in the Field of Sustainability
Bob Hall ’59 spent his professional 
career in R&D and Engineering related 
to LEDs and Photovoltaics (PV) – the 
direct conversion of sunlight energy into 
electricity. In 1983, after many years in 
the industry, he started his own company 
to develop and manufacture solar cells 
for solar electric energy panels. 

Rich Ulmer ’60 has been Chief Executive 
Officer, President and Director of 
InVitro International since 1994. InVitro  
are pioneers in the development and 
application of non-animal testing 
alternatives for irritation and skin 
toxicity testing.  

Charlie Price ’66 works in the niche 
of membrane desalination, essentially 
starting the dairy industry up 30 years 
ago. “We started removing protein 
from cheese waste, when back in the 
day, companies used to dump the 
whey, creating environmental issues,” 
explained Price in a Spring 2016 Quaker 
Works interview. 

Wayne Michaud ’67 is Executive 
Director of Idle-Free California 
(idlefreecalifornia.org), a nonprofit 

organization that raises awareness of 
vehicle idling in California, especially 
idling when parked.

Cyril Draffin ’68 has been project 
advisor to the MIT Energy Initiative since 
2015. His interests include cybersecurity 
of electric utilities and other energy 
systems; low-carbon energy including 
solar, other renewable energy 
generation, and nuclear; gas and  
coal production and carbon capture  
and utilization; information technology; 
and strategy.

It was due to Doug Linton ’68, Friends’ 
Central’s beloved horticulturist and 
arborist, that, in 1997, the School became 

one of the first in the area committed to 
pesticide-free, organic, and sustainable 
maintenance of all the athletic fields and 
inner campus (see article above). 

Bradley Campbell ’70 is CEO of the 
Conservation Law Foundation, a leading 
environmental organization devoted 
to a thriving New England, and CLF 
Ventures, an incubator of market-based 
environmental solutions. His many 
experiences include being a  former 
White House senior appointee during 
the Clinton administration, the Regional 
Administrator at the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Mid-Atlantic Region, 
and serving as Commissioner of the  
New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection.

Edward Whereat ’78 works at University 
of Delaware’s College of Earth, Ocean, 
and Environment as Program Coordinator 
for a volunteer-based water quality 
monitoring program managed by the DE 
Sea Grant Marine Advisory Service.

Liz Fried ’71, a City Councilperson 
in New Rochelle, NY, is working on 
a Sustainability Plan called GreeNR, 

Wayne Michaud ’67



Sustainability Statement
The latest development in the realm of Sustainability efforts at Friends’ Central is a new school-wide Sustainability Statement, created 
by the 20 faculty, staff, and student members of the Sustainability Committee, which was approved by the Board of Trustees on March 
19, 2018 (see Letter from the Head of School on page 2 for the statement). 

The continual desire of our faculty, staff, and students to find even more ways to peacefully change the world ensure that Friends’  
Central remains ever committed to creating and maintaining a sustainable community. QW

FCS Alumni/ae in the Field of Sustainability cont.

ensuring that the city is environmentally 
responsible, economically vibrant, and 
socially equitable.

Stefanie Zeldin ’79 is the co-founder of 
a sustainable products company called 
in2green (www.in2green.com). In2green 
is a pioneer and has won many industry 
awards for product development in eco 
home textiles – specifically for products 
made with recycled cotton. 

Sarah Mendelson ’80 is distinguished 
service professor of public policy and 
head of Carnegie Mellon University’s 
Heinz College of Information Systems 
and Public Policy. Through 2018, 
Mendelson will serve as a distinguished 
fellow at the International Youth 
Foundation, where she will incubate an 
initiative called “Cohort 2030” that aims 
to grow the generation that knows about 
and demands the implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Claudia Zeldin ’81 is celebrating 15 years 
as a partner at Growth for Good, a small 
consulting firm specializing in strategic 
planning, fundraising, and marketing 
for nonprofits. She is also an active 
supporter of the Prospect Park Alliance. 
Prospect Park is the flagship park of 
Brooklyn, New York City. The Prospect 
Park Alliance partners with the NYC to 
preserve and maintain the Park.

Alexander Klein ’83 is Supply Chain 
Manager for APL Logistics, where he has 
been working with the Carbon Disclosure 
Project (CDP) measuring carbon output 
of various shippers. He has developed 
programs to measure carbon output in 
transportation and warehousing and 
identified opportunities for reducing 
the output. He also works with major 
shippers, retailers and manufacturers 
to coordinate with their corporate 
sustainability programs.

In 1995, Dominique Hawkins ’84 
founded Preservation Design 
Partnership (PDP) as a planning and 
design practice focusing exclusively 
on offering high-quality professional 
services for clients with nationally 
significant historic sites and buildings. 
Hawkins has served as Preservation 
Officer for the LM Township (1997-2014) 
and Morris County, NJ (2003-present). 
Her work has been recognized with 
several preservation and design awards.

Rachel Fertik Edgerton ’91 is an 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
at the EPA Headquarters in the Office 
of Water (OW) Clean Water Act (CWA) 
Section 404 regulatory program. She is 
a policy analyst specializing in providing 
scientific information to inform policy 
options and decisions. 

Ilmi Granoff ’95 is Director of 
ClimateWorks Foundation’s Sustainable 
Finance Program. He is an attorney 
and policy expert with experience in 
environmental law and policy, sustainable 
development, energy and infrastructure 
finance, and public-private partnerships.

Benjamin Hertz-Shargel ’97 is VP  
of Data Analytics, Energy Hub. His 
company  “controls fleets of smart 
energy devices in people’s homes, 
creating ‘virtual power plants’ for 
utilities, using energy reduction to 
displace dirty fossil fuel generation.” 
He speaks frequently at clean energy 
technology and policy conferences.

AnnMarie Polsenberg Thomas ’97 
teaches classes at the University of  
St. Thomas on Environmental 
Sustainability and Innovation for 
business and engineering students.

Rob Crauderueff ’01, CEO and Founder 
of Crauderueff & Associates (C&A), 
brings more than a decade of experience 
advancing green economic development 
projects in New York City and across the 
nation. His accomplishments include 
receiving the 2009 Green Roofs for 
Healthy Cities International Award of 
Excellence for Civic Engagement. 

Joseph Abel ‘03 is VP of Operations 
at Sungage Financial, a leading solar 
financing company. 

Amy Chapkovich ’12 works at the Lower 
Merion Conservancy, an environmental 
and historic structure conservation 
non-profit in Gladwyne. She organizes 
educational programs and shares 
conservation and nature news. 

If you or one of your FCS classmates is engaged in this important work, please let us know at communications@friendscentral.org 

www.in2green.com

Sarah Mendelson ’80



The Friends’ Central Fund sustains the great teaching we see 
every day at FCS. Your annual gift supports extraordinary 
students and passionate teachers. 

Please support Friends’ Central School.

HOW CAN I GIVE? 
Use the enclosed envelope, go to friendscentral.org/gift, or  
make a recurring gift at friendscentral.org/monthly-giving.

 

Every Day at  
Friends’ Central 
  

If you have questions or would like to make a gift of securities, please email or call  
Kim Emmons-Benjet, Director of Annual Giving at 610-645-4499 or kbenjet@friendscentral.org.



FRIENDS’ CENTRAL TAKES PART IN  
NATIONAL SCHOOL WALKOUT
On March 14, Friends’ Central Middle and Upper Schools 
participated in the National School Walkout to end gun 
violence. Exactly one month after the shooting in Parkland, 
FL, FCS joined schools nationwide who participated in the 
17-minute walkout in honor of the 17 victims of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School shooting, as well as other 
communities affected by gun violence.

Inspired by the victims and heroes in Parkland, FL, and led by 
over 40 concerned student and faculty organizers, more than 
200 Upper School students, faculty, staff, and administrators 
walked in a silent vigil protest off campus to City Avenue. From 
10:00-10:17 am, participants lined City Avenue holding posters 
representing each victim in Parkland or representing gun 
violence statistics. Many wore black to memorialize the victims. 
A memorial Meeting for Worship, with empty desks honoring 
slain students, was offered for students who chose not to walk 
out or who felt more comfortable remaining inside. Following 

these programs, students and faculty met in groups to discuss 

the walkout and violence in America.

Middle School students also had a chance to participate in their 

own walkout program. Participating Middle School students 

formed a circle by holding hands. Students and faculty then 

began Meeting for Worship, spent 17 minutes in silence, and 

at the beginning of each minute, a student rang a chime and 

shared the name of a person who was killed in Florida.

Friends’ Central students were inspired by the bravery and 

leadership of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School students, 

and Upper School students said they felt empowered by their 

own participation in the national school walkout, sharing 

sentiments like, “It felt right, it felt powerful. We have so much 

more power than the world gives us credit for and we even give 

ourselves credit for” and “We are the generation that can grow 

up and make change.” QW 
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Middle School students 
gathering prior to the 

Meeting for Worship 
in conjunction with the 

National Walkout
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO

 REUNION  2018 

Friends’ Central



Legacy gifts have had an enormous impact 
on Friends’ Central over the years. One of 
the first such contributions came from  
Eliza E. Blackburn ’22 and her family. 
Their estate gift helped make possible the 
purchase of the Lower School campus  
and established the Blackburn Endow-
ment, which supports faculty salaries.  

The Blackburn Society was named in honor 
of Eliza Blackburn, recognized as “a legend 
at Friends’ Central as student, teacher, 
dean, and alumna, for her incomparable 
service” when she was honored with the 
1973 Distinguished Alumna Award.

Members of the Blackburn Society have let 
the Development Office know they have 
made Friends’ Central a part of their estate 
planning. Estate gifts can be structured in 
many ways, a number of which provide 
immediate tax benefits and long-term 
income. If you are interested in creating a 

legacy that benefits you and Friends’ Central 
School, please contact Bob Cotter, Director 
of Development, at 610-645-5076 or 
rcotter@friendscentral.org.  

Here are three common options to consider:

•  BEQUEST 
You can make a bequest to Friends’ 
Central by including language in your 
will or living trust leaving a portion  
of your estate to the School, or by  
designating Friends’ Central as a  
beneficiary of your retirement account 
or life insurance policy.

•  CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 
Friends’ Central works with Friends 
Fiduciary Corporation to help with the 
transfer of assets to the School, allowing 
you or a beneficiary to receive income 
for life.

•  IRA ROLLOVER 
The charitable IRA rollover is designed 
for individuals age 70-1/2 or older to 
give directly to qualified charities and 
avoid tax obligation you might incur from 
required or elective IRA distributions.

Eliza E. Blackburn ’22

BLACKBURN SOCIETY Legacy Giving Opportunities

Dave Kirk in 1960

Legendary teacher, coach, and administrator Dave Kirk influenced the lives of many 
Friends’ Central students in the 1950s, 60s, and 70s.  

Two alumni from the Class of 1960, Rich Ulmer and Bruce Woodruff, have worked 
with their classmates and friends to start an endowment fund honoring Dave Kirk’s 
memory. The David Kirk Memorial Fund for Student Support will help students with 
financial need beyond tuition–for instance, helping with the cost of a team trip or 
academic tutoring.  

“Dave always stressed playing by the rules and being concerned for the welfare of 
the group,” said Bruce Woodruff. “He taught us to win with grace in sports and in 
life–to win fairly and with good sportsmanship.”

In addition to coaching, Dave Kirk was an inspirational teacher. Among the many 
roles he filled at Friends’ Central were Head of the Physical Education Department, 
Director of Admission, and Driver’s Education Instructor.

“We ask that you join us in contributing to the Dave Kirk Memorial Fund,” said 
Rich Ulmer. “Gifts of any size are appreciated, but we’d love to see leadership 
gifts as we work to make this a permanent endowment fund to help students 
every year.”

If you would like to contribute to this newly established fund, please send  
a donation to the School or contact the Development Office. QW

Join Classmates in Honoring the Memory of Dave Kirk
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ALUMNI/AE NEWS

NOTES from Friends

Share Your Alumni/ae News

Friends’ Central School encourages all alumni/ae to share news in the  
“Notes from Friends” section of Quaker Works. Send us your photos!  
Digital and print photos are accepted. Photos will be returned upon  
request. To contribute, email communications@friendscentral.org  
or write to Editor, Quaker Works: The Magazine, Friends’ Central School, 
1101 City Avenue, Wynnewood, PA 19096. (All alumni/ae notes are edited 
for length, grammar, and content.)

1937
Diana Foote Lawrence writes, “We  
graduated 81 years ago! ‘Old’ Mrs. Fussel 
(who was probably 60 at the time) had girls’ 
homeroom on the first floor, and Liza  
Blackburn was director of girls’ athletics. 
Our senior prom was in the courtyard of the 
Main Building. I wonder who is left of that 
class? I live in military retirement community 
near Washington, D.C.”

1942
Gayle Waldhauser Martin is excited to visit 
her daughter in California again this spring. 

1943
Dorothy Coleman Dangerfield shares,  
“As I look back to the day that I began 
kindergarten at Friends’ Central, 88 years 
ago, the memory is very vivid. I was totally 
thrilled to be starting school, and that  
marvelous big room with all sorts of  
wonderful things to play with was like a 
wonderland! The big sandbox on legs and 
the cardboard house were the items that 
attracted me the most. I also loved the tiles 
that framed the big fireplace. Can you  
imagine a fireplace in a kindergarten room to-
day?! Betty Eliason and Eddie Nicholson and 
I made it all the way to graduation in 1943. 
Since graduation, I have done many things. 

After a year at Penn State, I decided to do 
something for the war effort, so I joined the 
United States Cadet Nurse Corps, spending 
the next three years at Philadelphia General 
Hospital. In 1948, I married Benjamin  
Dangerfield, and in June, we will  
celebrate our 70th wedding anniversary.  
We have three wonderful children.  
Our oldest became a mother to a three  
year-old and a six year-old at the age of 67, 
plus working for the State of Michigan  
helping small manufacturers obtain  
customers overseas. Our middle child,  
Dickson, graduated from FCS in 1973. 
When our youngest child started first grade, 
I returned to college, West Chester State, 

Friends’ Central photos shared by Dorothy Coleman Dangerfield ’43 (clockwise from top left): first grade; the Varsity hockey team cheering the JV team, 1941;  
the girls of the Class of 1943 at Jackie Armor’s 16th birthday party; the Class of 1943; a lacrosse game vs. Swarthmore High School in 1943; Jackie Armor ’43 and 
Jane Burnet ’43   
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for a BS in Nursing and then continued to 
Villanova University for a MA in History. 
And I then started my teaching career. Since 
retirement, I have done many different 
volunteer jobs. We are still in the home we 
bought in 1955. Our granddaughter and her 
two young sons live with us, and I run the 
house, which makes me a very busy old lady.”

1953
Don Small and his wife, Margaret, are  
celebrating their 59th wedding anniversary 
this June. Margaret is an active musician 
in the Hudson Valley, NY, music field, 
teaching piano and is the Organist and Choir 
Director for the Union Presbyterian Church 
in Balmville, NY. Their three children, seven 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren 
round out their immediate family. Summers 
continue to be spent at their Blueberry farm 
in Beddington, Maine.

In 2007, Don retired as Emeritus Professor 
(mathematics) from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, NY. This completed 
50 years of classroom teaching, including 
extended assignments at Colby College, 
Maine, and at West Point, where he was 
the first permanent civilian faculty member 
in the Math Department from its founding 
in 1802. Along the way, there were six 
books published, several papers, and over 
100 workshops organized/directed. Don 
co-initiated the Calculus Reform movement 
and spent six years directing National 
Science Foundation (NSF) implementation 
workshops. He also developed a consortium 
of Historically Black Colleges and Universities 

to “refocus College Algebra” and a similar 
consortium for Tribal Colleges in Montana. 
Active in the Mathematical Association of 
America, Don served as Chairman and twice 
as Governor of the Northeast Section. He 
also initiated the Women in Math (WAM) 
and Blacks in Math (BAM)  
national programs.

After retiring, Don began a second career  
as a full-time volunteer working in  
construction for the Newburgh, NY, Affiliate 
of Habitat for Humanity. His five days per 
week has now been reduced to two to three 
days. Although the knees do not bend as 
easily as they did at Friends’ Central and 
it is harder to get down and then up, he 
believes in Habitat’s mission and enjoys the 
comradeship of fellow volunteers.

Don is active in the Methodist Church and 
its mission work. He was a Cubmaster for 
four years and a Scoutmaster for 10 more 
years. For several years, he traveled to Haiti 
during school breaks to do mission work. 
He and Margaret founded and continue  
to provide the financial support for the 
Latannerie Elementary School. The School 
serves approximately 170 students in a  
remote area of the Northern District of Haiti, 
an area without electricity or water. 

Francis James writes, “When WWII  
began, I was in first grade at FCS. My 
Quaker father (Paul M. James, M.D., FCS 
Class of 1924), felt compelled to enlist in 
the US Navy at 35 years of age. He was 
stationed in several different places for the 
next several years, including serving as the 
ship’s doctor on an oil tanker in the Atlantic 

Ocean in 1942-1943. My mother (Dorothy 
Rufus, FCS Class of 1927) accompanied 
my father as he moved about the USA. My 
brother Paul ’51 and I lived in Philadelphia 
with various relatives during 1942-1944, 
since our parents believed it was best for 
us to have the stability of attending FCS 
instead of moving from school to school. 

In retrospect, that proved to be a wise 
decision. The stability and support provided 
by FCS during those difficult years was very 
meaningful and important. My father went 
to Swarthmore College, as did my brother 
and I. My younger granddaughter, Madeline 
James, will graduate from Swarthmore in 
May of 2018, the 15th member of the James 
family to do so; my father was the first.”

Francis Markland remembers, “playing 
Tommy in Brigadoon with Debbie Miller 
and Bruce Beckwith, and having to walk 
20-30 feet across the stage with my broken 
leg still in a cast (football injury) saying:  
‘I love you, I love you, I love you,’ to  
Debbie Miller playing Fiona, and then 
kissing her – something I had no previous 
experience with.”

Pincus Sall notes, “I have been retired for 
approximately seven years, and I’m enjoying 
the benefits. Lois and I are still playing golf, 
and I have taken up bridge. We usually 
winter in Florida and spend the rest of the 
year here in Philly. We recently celebrated 
our 60th wedding anniversary by taking 
our family to the Woodloch Resort in the 
Poconos. The week included our daughter 
Leah Feigenbaum ‘The Mahjong Mentor;’ 
her husband, Marc, who is with Santander 
Bank; their son, Joel, an attorney with a 
Philadelphia law firm; and our other grandson, 
Morgan Sall Schlager, an executive with 
TEK Systems in Charlotte, NC. Lois and I 
are very fortunate.”

1955
David Hardin reports the passing of his 
mother, Helen Stilson Hardin, age 103, 
on May 23, 2017. A Quaker for most of 
her life, Helen was active in Lansdowne 
Friends Meeting. She participated in Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom 
on August 28, 1963 and supported many 
social justice causes throughout her life. In 
addition to her son, she is survived by five 
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren, 

Bob Freedman ’58 and family on their annual late winter family trip to Florida
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and one great-great grandson. A memorial service was held at  
Lansdowne Friends Meeting on Sunday, June 11, 2017.

1958
Bob Freedman shares the picture on the facing page, with his family, 
including daughter Elizabeth ’87, on their annual late winter family 
trip to Florida.

Ann Walters writes, “Fond memories of my high school (four) years 
at FCS. After 30 years of teaching preschool and kindergarten, mostly 
in Naples, FL, I retired in 2000.  Learned and played golf, plus did 
volunteer work for quite a few years. In 2013, I started working 

Ann Walters ’58 and George 
Walters ’55 enjoyed their visit to 
CA to see their grandson, Karl, 
play volleyball for UCI.

THE STIKLORIUS FAMILY – A FRIENDS’ CENTRAL STAPLE FOR OVER FOUR DECADES

 

Jon Stiklorius ’59 didn’t set out to attend an independent Quaker school. In fact, he  
was enrolled in a West Philadelphia public school when, one day, a few administrators 
came to his school to inquire if any students were interested in taking an aptitude test  
to qualify for enrollment in and a possible scholarship to attend Friends’ Central.  
To his surprise, Jon not only qualified but was awarded a scholarship to attend FCS  
and acknowledged it was a life-changing it experience for him. He shares, “The  
teachers, the quality of the education, the Quaker ethos, and the sense of community 
were all instrumental in forming my career and my life.” 

When it came time to decide where to enroll his three children, “there was no question 
that the kids would go to FCS,” says Jon. “The School had such a positive impact on my 
life, and I kept up with faculty and administration, even as a Board member for a time, so 
it was just a natural fit.”  

From 1978-2005, there was a Stiklorius on campus at FCS continuously. All three of 
Jon’s children attended FCS from grades 1-12. Jonas ’90 enrolled in 1978, Ty ’93 arrived 
in 1980, and Mariel ’05 arrived just after Ty’s graduation in 1993. Although each forged 
their own path, all three Stiklorius siblings formed meaningful connections with their 
FCS teachers and had strong associations with the performing arts. 

Mariel fondly remembers her 1st grade teacher, Ms. Ramsey, for her kindness and  
open arms when Mariel was new to FCS. She also recalls Botany with Mr. Gruber,  
Julie Plunkett, who was always there for guidance, and drama with Terry Guerin.  
She shares that one of her greatest experiences was when her drama class was  
offered the opportunity to perform at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival of 2005. 

Ty remembers singing in the choir throughout her time at FCS, and she performed in Triple Trio and several drama productions, 
including A Little Night Music, West Side Story, and Bye Bye Birdie. Ty was influenced by music with Jim Davis, English with Ms. Brown, 
and has warm memories of Mr. Crauderueff and Ms. Katz in Middle School. 

Jonas recollects classes with Clayton Farraday, who told him stories of how he also taught his dad, as well as U.S. history with Paul  
Perkinson and chemistry with Pam Nix. Jonas actively participated in the theater productions, including lead roles in The Foreigner and 
The Elephant Man under Terry’s direction, experiences that led to an audition that landed him a role in the film Dead Poets Society.

Though Jonas and Ty began their careers in different directions, Jonas as a finance and restructuring professional and Ty in  
the consulting and entertainment businesses, the two siblings would eventually align themselves in a new venture. After serving as 
co-president of Atom Factory, Ty asked her brother for advice on how to go about starting her own company; Jonas saw a chance to  
join in something entrepreneurial and get back to some artistic roots. In 2015, they launched the firm Friends At Work as a nod to their 
appreciation of Quaker philosophy and because Ty believed in emphasizing “friendship” over the term “management.” Friends At Work  
is a 21st Century entertainment, innovation, and social impact company that partners with the world’s greatest artists, thinkers,  
and brands to help artistic vision thrive. The company supports the careers of artists such as John Legend, Lindsey Stirling, and the 
XAmbassadors, among others, and also advises organizations and influencers on social impact strategy, business building, and provides 
creative agency production services. Ty is the Founder and CEO, handling most of the creative interaction with artists, while Jonas serves 
as the Chief Financial and Chief Operating Officer where he says he “ensures that the train runs on time.” 

Though the four Stiklorius alumni/ae are on opposite ends of the country – Jon and Ty in Los Angeles and Mariel and Jonas in the  
Washington, DC, area – everyone was together again for a happy occasion this past fall – Mariel’s wedding in Philadelphia in October. 

(Top) Jon ’59 and Mariel ’05 at Jon’s 70th birthday 
party in 2011; Ty ’93  and Jonas ’90, now in business 
together, in 2005
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part-time for a family with a two-month-old. 
She is now five and she has a sister who 
just turned two! Still part-time but with 
increased hours and days, I am a continuing 
part of their life. I love them as my own 
and am sure they have kept me going at 76 
years! We survived Hurricane Irma; God 
is good. Not sure yet about May Reunion. 
George ’55 and I enjoyed our Christmas 
gift from my daughter and family to fly to 
CA and enjoy a few days of watching our 
grandson, Karl, play volleyball for UCI. He 
is a 6’9” junior (he was red-shirted his first 
year); this is his fourth year there. He leads 
the team in kills! George’s son, Greg, and 
girlfriend, Jessica, came down from San 
Francisco. They beat Stanford on Friday 
night and lost a tough one to UCLA on Sat. 
(Feb. 2, 3, 4). That Sunday, we enjoyed 
watching our Eagles in the Super Bowl  
with some of the volleyball players and  
their girlfriends!”

1959
David Branning writes, “Fleet mates and 
friends: The 2017 edition of the Harvest 
Regatta was a great success. In spite of the 
nail-biting frustrations of light winds that 
went 180 on us, and a current that changed 
direction midday, we were able to grind  
out 11 races for the 14 skippers who came 
to race.

We had a few firsts for the Harvest Regatta. 
This was the first time since I have been 
organizing regattas that the Staples-printed 
large scoreboard actually had no additions, 
deletions, or corrections after printing.  
Secondly, we had no boats ask for a 
five-minute hold nor rescue for the whole 
day. A perfect report card also goes to the 

sportsmanship of the fleet, as there was no 
questioning of penalty turns requested. 
Finally, it was a pleasure to introduce 
The Richards Bowl, a perpetual trophy 
named for fleet mate Dick Richards and 
wife Bonnie, as they were always together 
sailing, supporting, and enjoying the fun of 
RC Laser sailing at TAYC. Thanks to Harry 
Henkel for creating the handsome wood 
base for the pewter bowl.

A perfect venue and atmosphere for the 
whole regatta.  

For news of Robert Hall, see page 19 of the 
article about sustainability.

1961
Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin is “excited to report 
that I will be in Iceland this summer for a 
short-term artist residency.”

1965
Belle Brett is glad to share that, “my novel, 
Gina in the Floating World, will be published 
by She Writes Press in September 2018.”

Jonathon Moore reports, “Many changes in 
my life in the last year or so. Following the 
passing of my late wife several years ago,  
I have remarried. Mahtaub (“Mattie”)  
Lolavar and I were married in New York 

Kauai Moon, photograph by Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin ’61 

2017 Harvest Regatta photos shared by Dave Branning ’59: winner Don Barker accepting The Richards Bowl from Bonnie Richards and Regatta  
Chairman Dave Branning (at left); the Harvest Regatta fleet and support team.
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City at the Lotos Club a year ago in October. [Mahtaub means 
bright moonlight in Persian.] Mattie is a former actress, television 
producer for CNBC political talk shows, international political 
consultant and congressional candidate. We moved back to the 
Delaware Valley after we found a beautiful home in Wilmington, 
large enough to accommodate her three children, my two children, 
and two grandchildren. We are settling in, enjoying all the amenities 
and beauty of the Brandywine Valley and getting to know many 
new friends. One of the benefits of living here has been reconnecting 
with Andy Weinstein, with whom I have been watching numerous 
football games over the fall as the Eagles head to the Super Bowl. 
We look forward to visits from classmates next time you are passing 
through Wilmington--we are all of five minutes off of Interstate 95 
and would love to see any of our classmates who might be passing 
through.”

1967
Wayne Michaud and his wife, Duffy, moved to California in 2016 
to be closer to their son, after 18 wonderful years in Vermont. They 
attend Sacramento Friends Meeting. See page 19 for more information 
about Wayne.

1968
Janet Goldwater’s most recent film, BaddDDD Sonia Sanchez, was 
nominated for a national Emmy for Outstanding Arts and Culture 
Documentary.

1971
For news of Liz Fried, see the article about sustainability on page 19.

Peter Preston reports, “I saw Bill Eldridge (Upper School teacher 
1969 - 1976?) in December. After FCS, he taught at a community 
college in Key West. He is now retired and living in Florida.  
He spoke at length and quite warmly about FCS and his various 
experiences there. FCS was clearly as formative and rewarding for 
him as it has been for many graduates. I urge his former students and 
colleagues to contact him (wteldridge@msn.com), as he would be 
delighted to hear from you.”

1973
Penny Levin writes, “we are so excited about the birth of our first 
grandchild in December, and our younger daughter’s wedding  
in November.”

1975
Susan Michael Rogers shares, “John and I became grandparents 
this year! Our granddaughter, Amara Noele Rogers, was born  
on January 5, 2018 to our son Luke and his wife Stacey in San 
Diego, CA.”

Linda Waxman Wasserman reports, “It’s official—I’m a proud  
granny! Baby Mariana Chaparro (daughter of Fredy Chaparro and 
Sara Wasserman ’99) arrived on May 26, 2017, and we couldn’t 
be more thrilled. For more information and loads of pictures, don’t 
hesitate to contact me!!”

1978
Renwick Beverly remembers, “Playing football for Mr. Anicito was 
great! He taught us the game and techniques that allowed us to beat Susan Michael Rogers ’75 with granddaughter, Amara Noele Rogers

Mariana Chaparro, daughter of Sara Wasserman ’99 and granddaughter of 
Linda Waxman Wasserman ’75 
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teams that were bigger and/or faster than us. 
He broke it all down to fundamentals and 
technique. He took a team that was so-so or 
bad and turned us around to Penn-Jersey 
Champions. I will always remember his 
dedication and how he cared for each of us 
as an individual.

I want to add I also cherish the friendships 
established at FCS. I still stay in contact 
with some of my classmates.”

1979
For news of Stephanie Zeldin, see page 19.

1980
In the last year, Eileen Flanagan celebrated 
her youngest child’s graduation at FCS and 
began teaching online classes for people who 
want to engage in effective activism. 

1981
Claudia Zeldin is celebrating 15 years 
as a partner at Growth for Good, a small 
consulting firm specializing in strategic 
planning, fundraising and marketing for 
nonprofits. See page 20 for more information 
about Claudia.

SEEKING TO SOLVE A LONG-RECOGNIZED CHALLENGE IN CANCER TREATMENT, 
2014 ALUMS COMBINE SKILLS

 
Collaboration has come naturally to Rohan  
Alur ’14 and Ben Kahn ’14. Classmates since  
Kindergarten at Friends’ Central, these Penn  
seniors are combining their interests and  
expertise to attack a long-recognized challenge 
in cancer treatment: which drug is best suited to 
which tumor? 

Ben’s interest in medical research began the  
summer after ninth grade, when he shadowed a 
postdoc in a lab. Fast forward to the genetics lab 
where Ben is currently working as he pursues his 
biology degree from the University of Pennsylvania. 
As he and his lab director considered possible 
research projects, they began with a problem–how 
can physicians predict the way a tumor will grow, 
and thus which patients will respond to which 
cancer drug? 

The first step to addressing this challenge was to 
find a way to understand the number of blood vessels in various tumors, and this began with an enormous data set and a clear 
need for statistical learning techniques. For Rohan, a networked and social systems engineering major, building regression 
models required applying familiar solutions to a new challenge. From his viewpoint, managing this data set was no different 
than any other. And yet, for the future of this project, his contribution has been essential. 

Their work has accurately predicted blood vessel growth in mouse tumors. The next step is working with human tissue  
samples. To fund this phase, Ben applied for a grant, currently in the second stage of review, which will take the work through 
the summer. 

Ben and Rohan will mark the end of their college careers and their formal collaboration with the publication of their findings.  
Ben will continue the project and plans to apply to MD-PhD programs for the fall of 2019. Rohan, who has been working toward 
a Masters degree in computer science while an undergraduate, will return to Penn for one more semester to complete this 
degree, after which he will take his interest in accurate predictions to Bridgewater Associates. 

As Ben and Rohan reflect on their Friends’ Central experience, they agree that graduating with an ability to write clearly and 
succinctly and to present with clarity and confidence have served them in a way that differentiated them from many other first 
year students. And they are grateful for their friendship, which paved the way for this collaboration. When asked whether their 
collaboration might start a new trend of computer science majors and biology majors working together, they were philosophical 
about the potential bumpiness of the “fit.” In the end, they believe it is their long friendship that made it possible.

Ben Kahn ’14 and Rohan Alur ’14 in the genetics lab at Penn
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1983
For news of Alexander Klein, see page 20.

Margaret Somerville writes, “I was ordained as a minister in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) on New Year’s Eve in the church where 
my father was the minister for 30 years, and it was wonderful to have 
so many FCS colleagues, students, parents, and alumni/ae sharing in 

this special event. I will be installed as Associate Pastor of Gladwyne 
Presbyterian Church in February and am still thrilled to be teaching 
Latin and Prima Lingua in the Middle School at FCS.”

Jeremy Treatman reports, “I have seen many old FCS classmates 
this year and was proud to host FCS in one of my basketball events.”

1986
Rebecca Porter Madsen was one of many celebrating the Eagles 
Super Bowl victory.

1988
Aaron Selkow shares, “thanks to David Perloff (taking advantage 
of his trip back East from San Diego for Thanksgiving), some FCS 
alumni/ae were able to gather for a wonderful lunch to reconnect and 
look forward to their 30th Reunion in May.” (See below for photo)

1993 
Brad Furman’s new film City of Lies starring Johnny Depp and 
Forest Whitaker comes out in 2018.

1997
Scott Alberts was Elected Treasurer of Upper Darby Township in 
the November 2017 election.

AnnMarie Polsenberg Thomas, a professor in the University of St. 
Thomas’ schools of Engineering and Entrepreneurship, directs the 
Playful Learning Lab. One of the lab’s new initiatives is working 
with the band OK Go to launch OK Go Sandbox, a new platform 
with classroom videos and materials related to the band’s music 
videos. See page 20 for more information about AnnMarie.

For new of Benjamin Hertz-Shargel, see page 20.

Margaret Somerville ’83 at her ordination with her children, (from left)  
Douglas Roberts ’11, Colin Roberts ’14, and Annie Roberts ’18, in front of a 
portrait of her father, Rev. J. Ernest Somerville

(From left) David Perloff ’88, Eric Miller ’88, Aaron Selkow ’88, Betsy Rubel Corrin ’88, and Bill Georges ’88.  
Not pictured but joining for lunch was David’s brother, Joel ’86.
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Gail Carter Zuagar  is pleased to report that Isaiah Carter Zuagar 
was born on January 17, 2018, joining his big brothers Johnny, age 7, 
and Adrian, age 5.

1998
Elizabeth Hulford writes, “I regret that I will not be able to attend 
our 20-year class Reunion because I will be graduating that day with 
my Doctorate of Ministry from McCormick Theological Seminary in 

Chicago. I will be Rev. Dr. Liz Hulford! I enjoy seeing my  
classmates on Facebook and am eager to host classmates in Chicago, 
if anyone wants to visit!”

Tom Robson shares, “In 2017, I achieved tenure at Millikin University 
and promotion to the rank of Associate Professor. I was awarded my 
university’s Teaching Excellence and Campus Leadership Award, 
given annually to a single faculty member. My most recent piece of 
scholarship, ‘The New Stagecraft’s Nuts and Bolts,’ appeared in the 
Spring 2017 issue of the journal Theatre Design & Technology.”

Brendan Tozer’s second daughter, Lillian Jane Tozer, was born 
September 15, 2017.

Ross Trachtenberg reports, “Lori and I welcomed our son, Casey, 
who was born on December 7, to complete our family with our  
two-year-old daughter, Claire. We live in King of Prussia, and I am 
coaching baseball at West Chester University and teaching as an 
adjunct professor at Drexel University.”

Casey and Claire Trachtenberg, children of Ross Trachtenberg ’98

Elizabeth Shinn Hulford ’98 with husband, Jeremy Hulford, and children, Vera,  
Reese, and Brandon

An exhibition of new work by Sonya Sklaroff ’88, 
New York Portraits Part VI: Metropolis in Repose, 
was on display at galarie SpArtS in Paris from 
March 20 - April 7, 2018. 

Isaiah Carter Zuagar, son of Gail Carter Zuagar ’97, born on January 17, 2018
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2000
Amy Meyerson writes, “I wanted to share 
news about my debut novel The Bookshop 
of Yesterdays to be published by Park Row 
Books (HarperCollins) on June 12, 2018. 
Friends’ Central has been such an integral 
part of my life and has played a vital role in 
my desire to pursue writing.

To tell you a little about my novel, The Bookshop 
of Yesterdays is a literary scavenger hunt set 
in a bookstore. The protagonist inherits 
her estranged uncle’s beloved bookstore in 
Silver Lake, where she begins to find clues 
hidden in her uncle’s favorite novels. These 
clues send her on a journey to uncover 
secrets from her family’s past. The novel is a 
family mystery that celebrates literature, as 
well as the role independent bookstores play 
in our communities.

If you’d like to know a little more about the 
novel, here’s a link to the copy on the back of 
the novel: amymeyerson.com/#band-section

After high school, I studied English and 
Creative Writing at Wesleyan University 
before receiving my Masters in Creative 
Writing at the University of Southern  
California. I’m currently an Assistant 
Professor in the Writing Program at the 
University of Southern California and live 
in Los Angeles, where I regularly see FCS 
alums, including my brother, Jeff ’02.”

2002
David Clements reports, “This year, I 
opened my private practice on Rittenhouse 
Square. I am specializing in addiction, and 
I am practicing at UPenn and the Malvern 

institute. My first patent is currently making 
its way through prosecution.”

2005
Sheedeh Madani remembers working with 
children starting at a very young age as 
a summer camp counselor for five years at 
Friends’ Central. Volunteering and mentoring 
children in schools throughout Philadelphia 
fueled her desire to become a part of children’s 
education and development over time. 
She was a lifer at Friends’ Central, from 
Pre-Kindergarten to 12th grade, and her 
background at FCS helped her achieve her 
goal of becoming a pediatric dentist. 

“Dr. Sheedeh,” as she is known by her  
patients, earned a bachelor’s degree from  
the University of Pennsylvania in 2009  
with a major in Biological Basis of  
Behavior. She then continued her studies 
at the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in 2011, where she received a 
master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences. 

Pursuing her ultimate dream of entering the 
dental field, Dr. Sheedeh then received her 
dental medicine degree from the University 
of Pennsylvania in 2015, where she was 
awarded honors and certificates of merit in 
both Pediatric Dentistry and Oral Medicine. 
Her passion for children led her to continue 
her education and specialize in the field of 
pediatric dentistry. She completed a two-
year residency program at St. Christopher’s 
Hospital for Children in 2017 and specialized 
in advanced children’s dental care providing 
comprehensive preventative and restorative 
needs for a multitude of patients. Working 
in a hospital based setting provided her 
with the opportunity to collaborate with 
other medical providers and have a solid 
foundation for children of all needs and 
backgrounds. Combining her academic 
accomplishments, cheerful personality, and 
effective communication skills, Dr. Sheedeh 
is a skilled pediatric dentist who always 
makes everyone around her feel comfortable 
and welcomed.

Isabel Friedman ’08 Playbill shared by Catherine Weingarten ’09

Izzy Grinspan ’99 and sons Abe and Joey 

Class of 2010 alums (from left) Sara Matey, Marc 
Parker, Sus Ivory, Emma Richman, and Taylor 
Anderson gathering at Thanksgiving.

Sheedah Madani ’05 at her practice,  
Bala Kids Dentistry
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Dr. Sheedeh’s state-of-the-art pediatric  
dental practice, Bala Kids Dentistry, is 
located on 15 North Presidential Blvd,  
Suite 303, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004. More  
information can be found at her website: 
balakidsdentistry.com. Dr. Sheedeh owes 
her achievements to the great foundation 
provided to her by the outstanding faculty 
and staff at Friends’ Central School. She 
is proud to now provide pediatric dental 
services to the FCS community. 

2008
Isabel Friedman writes, “After 1+ years of 
training, on September 25, 2017, I completed 
a crossing of the English Channel as a part 
of a five-woman relay team in our second 
attempt. I was the lucky finisher, which 
meant I got to swim up to the French beach 
at Wissant to cap off our exhausting 17 hour 
and 19 minute endeavor.”

Alexy Posner shares, “After FCS, I  
attending Franklin & Marshall, graduated in 
2012 with a Major in History and a Minor 
in Religious Studies. I went on to work in 
Minor League Sports for four years in  
roles in Player relations and community  
engagement. In September 2016, I started 
my own company AP Brand Group. I  
currently have six employees, and have 
offices in Philadelphia and LA. We’re a  
boutique Athlete Management and  
Entertainment firm. We work with multiple 
celebrity clients, as well as some of the  
country’s top athletes. I also executive  
produce and develop TV shows, two of 
which will be airing on Bravo by the time 
our Reunion comes around.” 

2009
Catherine Weingarten reports, “I got my 
MFA in Playwriting from Ohio University 
in April 2017 and am currently living in 
NYC. At grad school, I was awarded the 
Scott McPherson award for a playwright 
in the program who is kind and supportive. 
My plays have been developed with The 
Dirty Blondes, Kraine Theater, Piper  
Theater Productions, and Wide Eyed  
Productions. I hope that in the future, I will 
get to collaborate with some FCS grads!”

2012
For news of Amy Chapkovich, see page 20.

2013
Daniel Banko writes, “I graduated from 
Swarthmore College with a BA in Economics 
in May 2017. I moved to DC in July and  
have been working as a research assistant at 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
for two years. I hope to enter into a PhD 
program in economics after my job ends  
at the CFPB.”

Bianca LoGiurato was awarded a SITE 
Fellowship after graduating in the spring of 
2017.  She is currently living in Milan, Italy, 
and teaching Italian high schoolers English, 
as well as history, art, and political science 
as a part of an integrated English  
learning experience.

Colin McCaffrey reports, “I got a job in 
NYC as a Fire Protection Engineer and am 
currently living in New Jersey.”

2014
Peter Dissinger shares, “As a senior at 
Washington University in St. Louis, I was 
selected to be an undergraduate student  
representative to our Board of Trustees. 
This prestigious position has allowed me 
to work directly with our Chancellor and 
Provost on key issues facing our  
undergraduate community. I have  

had the opportunity to work with  
administrators to implement better  
practices on the inclusion and support of  
underrepresented students of color and 
low-income students. We hope to bring 
awareness to our Board on the pervasiveness 
of isolation and feelings of powerlessness 
among non-white, non-upper class students, 
and empower key faculty leaders to initiate 
programs that create a much stronger, more 
vibrant Wash. U. community!”

Colin McCaffrey ’13

Antonia DiLuca ’12 at her graduation  
from Goucher College

Bianca LoGiurato ’13



IN MEMORIAM

Alesio Bucciarelli ’80
Louise Colwell ’33
Gerd Dasch ’66
Henry Eissler ’45
Charlotte Pugh Ellithorp ’42
William Foster ’50 
Frederick Goodman ’50

Raymond Jefferis ’56
Molly Jones Kline ’51
George Koutsiouroubas ’82 
Barbara Pausser McLean ’54
Marianne Colville Parkinson ’48
Ayanna Phillips ’97
William Platt ’49

Jennifer Strauss Richmond ’86
Jean Taranta 
Paul Tarello ’48
H. Smedley Walters ’44
Eric Whiteway ’66

In Memoriam 

An inspiration to all who knew her, 
Jean Taranta served the Lower School 
for 37 years, first as a third grade teacher 
and then as head librarian. When she 
retired at the age of 84 in 2007, every-
one was taken aback. Her energy was 
boundless, and we had hoped she would 
stay forever! 

When I first met Jean, I was imme-
diately struck by this amazing woman. 
I had never met a person of her age that 
was so open-minded and present; one 
with the ability to embrace new chal-
lenges with such energy and enthusiasm. 
I loved watching her with the children 
– gentle and kind, yet very firm. A few 
months later came one of the biggest 
blessings of my life: I was hired to work 
with her and had the privilege of spend-
ing 12 years at her side. For that, I will 
always be grateful. 

Jean was an activist, fiercely com-
mitted to social justice. Early on in my 
career with her – probably 21 years ago 
– she asked me if I would mind taking 
over so that she could go downtown to a 
bookstore called Giovanni’s Room. I had 
never heard of it. Turns out it was – and 
still is – the oldest LGBTQ and Feminist 

bookstore in the country. “We need more 
books and resources on gay and lesbian 
families,” she told me. That afternoon, she 
returned with plenty of children’s books 
(Heather Has Two Mommies, Zack’s Story, 
Asha’s Mums, to name a few). 

Sometime in late 2005 when she was 
83 years old, she had me take over again. 
This time, she went to New Orleans to 
help rebuild houses in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina. I still have pictures 
of her, drill in hand, working to serve. 
That week, she slept on a church floor 
and cooked meals for the volunteers. And 
it wasn’t the first time. On a sabbatical 
a few years earlier, Jean had gone to 
Guatemala to build houses for Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Jean’s biggest passion, however, was 
for her family. Not one day went by that 
I didn’t hear stories about all of them. 
There were so many: three children – 
Ann, Chris, and Mark ’80 – and their 
spouses, seven grandchildren, and two 
great grandchildren. And of course, her 
husband, Italo, whom she lost in 2014. 
She also had many dear friends. I  
count myself as one of those very  
fortunate people.

After retiring, Jean became even 
more involved in social justice activities. 
In 2008, she created and ran a program at 
her church to provide food and support 
to the Media Food Bank. Each week, 
she purchased and personally delivered 
150 pounds of fresh produce to them. 
At the Lower School, we recently held a 
food drive in her honor to continue her 
legacy. Jean also worked in support of 
sensible gun legislation, LGBTQ rights, 
and saving the Affordable Care Act. She 
participated in the Women’s March last 
year at age 94. 

Until the very end, Jean was engaged 
every day in her pursuit to peacefully 
change the world. I always aspired to 
be more like Jean. Ultimately, though, 
through our 22 years of devoted friend-
ship, she taught me the most valuable 
lesson of all: to be myself. May all of our 
lives be filled with as much love, joy and 
purpose as was Jean Taranta’s. QW

The School will be holding a Meeting 
for Worship in celebration of Jean’s  
life on Friday, May 25 at 4 pm at the 
Lower School.

Remembering Jean Taranta

Jean Taranta

BY REGINA ZIFFER

“ I’ve never known anyone who compares in quiet strength, dedication, and just being  
so present and competent as Jean Taranta. Her interests were wide, her capacity to 
stretch for new ideas and experiences was vast, and she had such a quiet, gentle way  
of communicating with others.”  - Christine Ramsey, former grade 1 and 4 teacher

“ As a Quaker school educator, Jean Taranta was  a role model for all of us in Lower School. 
We admired her kindness, her energy, and her dedication to social justice. The students 
and the faculty were so fortunate to have had her as our librarian and friend.”   
  - Joseph Ludwig, former Lower School Principal
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ALUMNI/AE EVENTS

FCS ALUMNI/AE GATHERINGS  
ACROSS THE USA 2017-2018
It’s always so great to catch up with alumni/ae across the country. This year so far, 
we’ve held alumni/ae gatherings in Brooklyn and Boston, and locally in Haverford  
and Philly. We hope to see you next year on the East or West Coast. And, of course, 
we can’t wait to welcome this year’s Reunion alums back to campus in May! Stay 
tuned for upcoming alumni/ae event information. 

1.  Laurie Novo and David Field ’03

2. Lauren Collier ’99 and Mike Crauderueff

3.  (From left) Josh Wasserman ’02, Oleg  
Sokolov ’02, Mike Fox ’02, Quincy Booth ’02

4.  (From left) Caroline Satalof ’11,  
Emma Richman ’11, Gabby Weiss ’11,  
Jamie Hyman ’11, Taylor Anderson ’10

5.  (From left) David Weiss ’11, Mary Stroman ’08, 
Jordan Villars ’08, Olivia Gillison ’10

6.   (From left) Dwight Dunston ’06, Morgan Robinson 
’06, Dani Gershkoff ’06, Amber Lee ’06

7.   (From left) Sam Kruger ’15, Dan Nemroff ’15,  
Jim Davis, Paul Gallagher ’11, John Gallagher ’15

8.  (From left) Dan Porter ’84, Sidney Bridges ’79, 
Mark Silberberg ’84, Ray Lohier ’84

9.  (From left) Keira Sultan ’12, Ella Torres ’12,  
Michael Rubin ’09, Deb Skapik 

10.  Angela Zhang ’18 and Emily Katznelson ’18  
celebrate 99 Days to Graduation in early March

11.  (From left) Nate Kennedy ’14, Alice Hu ’17,  
Abby Crowley ’15, Annie Kennedy ’16

12.  (From left) FCS faculty & staff members Max 
Bernard ’08, Doug Linton ’68, Diana Bleakley 
Kearns ’01, Dani Gershkoff ’06, Linda Waxman 
Wasserman ’75

13.  (From left) FCS faculty & staff members  
Margaret Somerville ’83, Alex McDonnell ’87, 
Hilary Takiff-Weiss ’96, Alexa Dunnington  
Quinn ’98, READ DeSabato ’02, Tanya Johnson 
Muse ’02, Galen Guindon ’06, Dwight Dunston ’06

14.  (Back row, from left) Harry and Alex Rolfe ’01, 
Josh Wasserman ’02, Linda Waxman  
Wasserman ’75, Latifah McMullin ’99;  
(front row, from left) Lauren Collier ’99,  
Teddy and Bess Collier ’96, Taylor Lee ’08

15.  (From left) David Weiss ’11, Keith Buckingham, 
Julie Levitan ’14, Rohan Alur ’14, Elizabeth  
Flick ’14, Jerome Allen ’14, Zoe Walker ’17,  
Talia Rosenberg ’17, Aris Mourelatos ’15,  
Cullan Gilroy ’17, Matt Wilson ’15,  
Adam Weiss ’15, Justin Burdge ’16

3.  PHILADELPHIA 4. PHILADELPHIA

2.  FCS CITY AVENUE

5. PHILADELPHIA 6. PHILADELPHIA

1.  BROOKLYN
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7. FCS CITY AVENUE 8. BROOKLYN

9. BROOKLYN 11. HAVERFORD

13. FCS LOWER SCHOOL12. FCS CITY AVENUE

14. FCS LOWER SCHOOL 15. PHILADELPHIA

10. FCS CITY AVENUE



FCS DISCOVERED

The history of Friends’ Central provides us with many reasons 
to be proud. Since its very beginnings, the School’s commitment 
to embracing non-Quaker children (sometimes referred to as “the 
world’s people”) and its determination to include science instruction 
from the outset for both boys and girls are two such aspects to be 
celebrated. This piece highlights one alumna, Elizabeth White, 
Class of 1890, who was the beneficiary of both. Shaped by her 
FCS experience, she became a remarkable intellectual and  
humanitarian presence in her world. 

Benjamin Hallowell, the first principal of the boys’ division 
from 1845-1846, brought sciences into the curriculum. He was 
instrumental in broadening the typical course of study of the day 
to embrace chemistry and astronomy, along with mathematics.  

Science instruction at Friends’ Central must have stimulated 
Elizabeth’s lifelong interest in fruit growing in the Pinelands of 

New Jersey. Looking at her academic record, it’s clear that she 
consistently earned high marks in the sciences. One hundred 
percent in Physics, 96 in Botany, and 98 in Geology were typical 
grades for the budding horticulturist. Perhaps less successful 
were her efforts in composition, algebra, and logic! However, she 
did excel in something called “Vocal Culture.” Was she a singer, 
as well?  

A native of New Jersey (remember that FCS was then a 
ferry ride away at 15th and Race Streets!), Elizabeth returned 
to her family home and farm in Whitesbog after graduation and 
began working on her family’s cranberry bogs in 1893. In 1910, 
Elizabeth and her father learned of the horticultural work of 
Dr. Frederick Coville, a renowned expert in the propagation of 
blueberries. On their invitation, Dr. Coville joined the Whites the 
following year as they sought to expand their cranberry cultivation 

Elizabeth White (seated in the second row from bottom, third from left), 
with fellow female students of the Class of 1890 

Elizabeth White:  
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operation to include the development of the blueberry into a 
viable crop. Radical rethinking of some previous assumptions of 
blueberry growing was needed. The substitution of acidic soil 
for the common use of alkaline-based soil was primary among 
them. In relatively short order – 1916 – a new blueberry had been 
developed from the old wild specimens, which was easier to mass 
market and transport and therefore more profitable. Blueberries 
became synonymous with New Jersey. An industry was born.  

Horticultural work was not the only area of importance and 
interest to Elizabeth; she had a strong vocation for promoting 
social justice, as well. In a questionnaire she filled out for an FCS 
survey in 1948, she listed her religion as Episcopalian. I like to 
think the family’s Quaker roots also shaped her passion for the 
fair treatment of the workers on her farm. In an address to the 
New Jersey Conference of Charities and Corrections, she said:

 “ Always feeling an interest in social work and uplift 
movements ... I have never been associated with any 
organized work of this kind, for it seemed that any 
effort of mine would be more directly applied and 
bring larger results in assisting my father see that 
hundreds of people working with us were treated 
fairly and extending a helping hand when needed  
to those whose circumstances we knew so well.”  

Schooling, medical care, and housing were three areas  
Elizabeth identified as lacking in the lives of her employees and 
their families, especially the children.  

As far as education, Whitesbog had a school on the property for 
the worker’s children. It is worth highlighting the fact that Elizabeth 
promoted environmental education as a beneficial pedagogy. She 
saw her mission as passing on her love of the land and the need to 
care for it. We at FCS can look to her as a model for many of our 
current efforts to promote awareness of ecological sustainability.  

Whitesbog maintained a program of visiting doctors on a regular 
basis for all, and Elizabeth herself underwent some training to 
ensure some kind of medical care was always available to the staff 
and families.  

Housing needs were also identified as crucial components of 
a healthy and safe workplace. Clean water, sanitation, and living 

quarters of a decent standard may seem woefully basic to us, but 
Whitesbog was cited as exceeding minimum standards for the 
time. A hall was built to shelter workers in inclement weather, 
and it served as a communal gathering space. Very Quaker, that, 
caring for the community!

Elizabeth continued working and improving berry crops, old 
and new, as well as the lives of the workers, until she died at the 
age of 83 in 1954. She never married.  

Her scientific accomplishments and her humanitarian work are, 
indeed, two more reasons to be proud of the legacy of FCS. QW

BY JIM DAVIS, ARCHIVIST

Elizabeth at Whitesbog 

Thanks and acknowledgements to the Whitesbog Village archives 
for information for this article. A book on the life and work of  
Elizabeth White by Albertine Senske is due for publication soon.

Horticulturist  
& Humanitarian



Ann Walters ’58 and George Walters ’55  
watching from CA  with their grandson, Karl, and 
his UCI volleyball teammates and friendsRebecca Porter Madsen ’86

FCS ALUMS CELEBRATE THE EAGLES

Claire Laver ’01

Walter Harris ’75 and wife, Nicole

Angelina Riley Ruffin ’00 and son, Chase

Julia Fineman Sauter ’81 Elizabeth Toborowsky Pollard ’87

Peter Klein ’87

Monet Trent Irving ’99  
and Latifah McMullin ’99

Alec Unkovic ’08 (4th from left), Taylor Lee ’08 (4th from right), Mary 
Stroman ’08 (2nd from right), Luke Nowell (at right), and friends

Vanessa Zaragocin ’96

Jason Johns ’96

FCS alums at the Eagles Parade, celebrating their 2018 Superbowl Victory



Pennsylvania State Credit Tax programs (EITC and OSTC) made 
through the state or through a Special Purpose Entity (SPE) 
available through Friends Education Equity Collaborative (FEEC) 
or BLOCS, provide financial aid dollars directly in support of 
Friends’ Central’s $5 million annual financial aid budget.

These gifts make an FCS education possible for countless students.  

To give through Friends Education Equity Collaborative:

w   To join, you will need to review and sign a joinder  
agreement indicating your commitment amount.

w   The SPE handles all the paperwork related to applying  
for the credits and will send you the tax form you need. 

w   The SPE does not take out any fees. They will pass along  
100% of your donation to FCS and the member schools  
through the Friends Council on Education. 

Does an EITC  
or OSTC gift 
add up for you?

To learn more about making an EITC or OSTC gift or giving through the Friends Education Equity Collaborative, please contact 
Kim Emmons-Benjet, Director of Annual Giving, at kbenjet@friendscentral.org or 610-645-4499. More information is also 
available at friendscentral.org/tax-credit.

Donor’s PA Tax Liability ............................................$11,000

Invested Amount to Friends’ Collaborative ...............$10,000

PA Tax Credit for that investment ..............................$9,000

Federal Charitable Deduction ...................................$10,000

FEEC donates the $10,000 to Friends Council on Education 
which distributes the funds to FCS and the member schools.

What happens at tax time? “ My accountant  
told me to run,  
don’t walk, to take 
advantage of this 
opportunity.” 
- FCS Trustee



1101 City Avenue
Wynnewood, PA 19096-3418
www.friendscentral.org

FRIDAY, MAY 11   

Learning  
with  

7:00 pm • Shallcross Hall

NEW
THIS
YEAR

  REUNION  2018 

Friends’ Central

Space is Limited – Register online  
at friendscentral.org/reunion

●   Have you ever wondered how Shakespearean  
actors fight on stage without getting hurt? 
Terry Guerin and Gabby Owens ’13  

●      Are you curious about how winemakers  
balance the flavors of a great wine?   
John Gruber and Phil Arras ’03

●   Do you ponder the processes by which  
some political candidates find their place  
into the electoral system?    
Grant Calder and Dan Kessler ’08

●     Are you informed about the relationships  
between music and math? 
Julie Plunkett and Ben Lichtman ’13

●    Do the ways teachers keep Latin alive today  
pique your interest? 
Erika Harnett and Margaret Somerville ’83

●   Would you like to hear about contemporary  
trends in publishing? 
Laurie Novo and Halimah Marcus ’03


